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CHAPTER L 

SJSrr TO TRE STOAS 0 TJIA■ pendvote \ r 

Temple of Samnitih. 

LnMjk fit; iti broken firth, iis n lined wfcJJ, 

It* chamlim desolate, md parUk fouL‘ f 

CiiiLUi: n.iFiOLn. 

The learned, and elegantly minded 
author of “ Rajasthan,” has denominate! 
Uie Peninsula of Guzzerat, « clmnk 
gtounr!/* Previous to tile recent dis¬ 
coveries made in ihe ancient languages 

* Sttrahtn, tto most trateni^r side of lilt pn> 
vilucl- of Gi^L-riLt; Ik Synuita r™ of Ptatcmr. 
vot, IT* 


8 



2 


VISIT TO T1IF 


of tilt* province, this term might have 
appeared to many, a mere fanciful tippU- 
caiii mu siitil the result of enthusiasm, arising 
from gratified research Into the legends 
and mythology of on ancient ami interfil¬ 
ing people. 11 is now, however, dearly 
demonstrated to be correct, and Surashtru. 
with its rich remains of Buddist worship, 
its temples of the sun, its sacml mounts, 
inscribed rocks, and phallic emblems, 
acquires fresh lustre from the evident 
connection of Us fables, with the history 
of the western world. 

My long cherished wish haring been, to 
become acquainted with some of the sacred 
places belonging to the heterodox Jains,* I 
eagerly availed inyaelf of die first oppor¬ 
tunity of visiting the “ holy bill” of 
Gimar, in the Stmtsbtra Peninsula. 

* Hie nuuiiita nras4cwl uaereil by the J«im, in 
Western India, are (ire in number ■* GdW, Pnlituu, 
and Tiillijnh in Sunsblra, t\hn r new Deesa, find 
Satiir; about idiosr locality, citst* much doubt; 
(lie Jaius thcmrelrw speak of it, n* fur toiL* cu&twmd. 


frtntABHTILA PSNfffAtrU. 3 

111 the beginning of May IS&ft, we 
embarked from Mondavie, in a Cuteh 
Kotin, intending lo make Pore-bundfir, 
or whatever port of the Kattiwor coast, 
seemed most convenient tor our plans. 
After a day's buffeting in the Gulf of 
Cub In and wondering no longer at lire 
distaste and dread, said to have been en¬ 
tertained by die Greek navigators for ibis 
particular part of the world of waiters, 
out boat mode the Island of Bate,* known 
to the an drills as Sankba-rltiam, the 
City of Shells.f This was the first point 
of our Indu-classie tour, as Hindoo sa¬ 
cred legends assert, that froni this spot, 
the serpent (Budda) is said to have escaped 
with the books of die Vedas* stolen by 
a celestial nymph from the lip* of [Imlinia; 
by this graceful allegory of the flight of 

* On the ejipthe show nf the irolf of Catch, 
t The " thunk," a bug* sheik whkh iftiff Iwiing 
pterewh is n*d m w hurti, hr Goweu* nW n*rr IjjjIih* 
ti ptTsciitTd at E*n, suiK is an Mtwfa af eiteniiT* 
commErce* sveti. with {Wattn. 

B 2 
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wisdom, conveying the supposed fait, that 
from hence learning was carried away 
by the Arabs and Egyptians from tin* 
shores of India. Bate having’been long 
the great mart of conuneree for other 
nation*, both from the east and south. 

Bale, is a low island of Inconsiderable 
size, funning the extreme northemly 
point of the Sumshtm peninsula. A 
small town, a pretty clump of cocoa nut 
palms, and two dusters of temples, deco¬ 
rated with red flags, is all that can be s<?eri 
from the sea. The inhabitants dislike the 
lauding of strangers; which is not always 
practicable however, from heavy surf, 
and strong currents running near shore. 
The winds are firm and extensive, and 
beyond them stretch low rocks, covered 
with fine coral, anil great varieties of 
gcarra and Ijcautifnl shells, offering great 
inducements to con dialogic ts, and render¬ 
ing very intelligible, the ancient title of 
Satikha-dliam. 

An island to the right of Bale appears 




SrRA&HTRA PENINSULA. & 

trwiess ami deserted. Out teopk only, 
dedicated to Miita, the- goddess of small 
pox. refliuins j it is in charge of a few 
Gosaens, hut receive little veneration 

in modem times. Opposite Bate tire the 
clilTs which afford die (untied chalk- so 
highly prized at DwaVs- * These form 
headlands to the jieninsuhi; and with 
Bate, present tt safe and calm roadstead, 
usual!v filled with hoots of small burthen, 
waiting a favourable wind, for the prufce- 
cutiou of their voyages. 

Earlv us the Greek invasion, was this 
spot famous os a nest of daring stud reckless 
pirates, known as the ** Sim gars of Bute ; 
men who, steeped in crime, and hardened 
in defiance of oil human law, yet professed 
a purity of religious faith, and were 
the devoted worshippers of Budda Tnv i- 
craroa, the original deity of the neighbour* 
ing Dwakn-nath.* 

* Pirtimkrlj us--<J h>' the Gumim. to mark Uu- 
irisool, *>r rmblrni .if Sim. on their liodict. 

* liuiiJn, u mi inennnttmii of V (shaft tlar prearrrrr, 
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The moon had risen, and shed a beau¬ 
tiful halo of coloured light upon the fleecy 
cloud h, which floated round, half threaten¬ 
ing to obscure her brightness, m our little 
craft anchored amongst the fleeL The 
shore, Low, sandy line of coast, covered 
with stunted milk bush, looked sadly un¬ 
inviting; but to remain in a deck less boat, 
swarming with rafs t and redolent of a 
mingled stench of fish and bilge water, 
was impossible; wc determined therefore 
la brave its hi hospitable looks, and tie- 
spin>:liing our servants in a small canoe, 
a mm gem Lilts for n bivouac were soon 
concluded. 

The dense jungle around us, which we 
found extended the distance of ten miles, 
to rhvaku, gave me some apprehension 
lest our rest should be ciisiurljcd by the 

swiTLCil a tit£ui£ fibjrct of worship iq mci^ vthmc 
Vc-no tinq was 0Hfl of ermj-tAQt Tliii deity 

miiHiaud the rliicf object of adoration ni Dwnta, 
uutil tLr [frifimtion of Criobna, who, jia An viilwl 
priiiet, built the dty p anil mgmd dure. 


SURASIITfU PKMNStLA. 


7 


uniirndv visit of some of it^ inhabitants; 
we escaped, however, with only the ah rieka 
and barks of a few packs of huugrv jackals p 
who swept |KlsI our tents in search of their 
usual food. 

In the morning, our locality looted little 
less desolate j ami discovering neither t«i- 
treea* nor eofTee-berrieSj we despatched a 
peon to Bate, in search of some materials 
for a break fas L Despite the authori ty of 
iris red belt, our messenger returned empty 
I landed ; he had made live poujus to 
"Rmiehorjee, 1 "* and for bis psirt wna in 
the very courts of India;—for ourselves, 
all remonstrance being useless, we could 
but devour our tasteless nppflpf and lament 
the surpassing holiness of the V Lshnuvit's, 

* The name under which Cnihu U teufilupjfcfti 
at lute. 

f Cake• mode of Hour and water. hnLcd cm tin 
plated grncrnllj us*d to lupplT ikv want of hrrail, 
wlikh ia utilv procurable at Enr^fftn atnuyiiH. In 
anj pIuK of peeuiiiu sauelitj. it ii often impos&ibk 
to obtain mj »uppli£§* mod an egg k ma denied* a* 
nuiLaiiiLsig iht gtnn of infant tile. 
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A strong land-wind, making it impost* 
sihle to enter the roadstead of Dwaka, 
(which we wished to have done,) we con¬ 
tinued our voyage along the coast, and the 
next day parsed Mangrule,* of old famous 
for its manufacture of fine linen doth*. 

From this spot is first seen* the distant 
peaks of the sacred Gimar, and the fine 
Junagarh hills, softened by I he mists of 
distance, rising into and mingling with 
the clouds, which hang around their sum¬ 
mits. 

On one of these hills is a spot, sacred to 
n great Mohammedan saint, named Jemial 
Shall, ansi our crew being gwd Moslems, 
hastened to show nil due respect, and 
availing themselves of simple and ready 
means, east a few pieces of cocoa-nut 
tow arris the shore, with p rayers and genu- 
flections. 

The town of Mkngmle appeared small, 
but surrounded with duster* of foliage— 
fine mnngoe trees flourish in the neigh- 

* The IH Monfl|dt>3suin Emporium ,+ of Ptolemy. 


* 
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bourhofud, bearing rich fruit, nearly eqpl* 
in colour and flavour, tn die Jhr-famed 
growth of Bombay* It is curious, that 
however the mangoeis cultivated elsewhere, 
even in a congenial sop and from Bombay 
plants, the produce rapidly deteriorates, 
becoming stringy, jnile. and tasteless. 
Weary of boating, the next evening W t 
made “ Vemwul PitUun ;" this name 1 
aiterwards discovered to he composite, in- 
eluding both the old and new town, the 
first luring Pultun, the hist VcmwuL 
Our point of interest being the 6M town, 
we were disappointed to find uitrseLvea at 
Verawid, and two miles distant from flic 
great temple of the Somunth m r the people 
were* however, particularly courteous and 
attentive, w hich spoke well for the friendly 
and hospitable disposition of his highness 
the Nuwaub of Juroigarh, whose territories 
we had now entered. 

The following morning we proceeded to 
Pultun, the great scene of Mahmoud &* 

* Miin&wd oi Olitoii. 

n 5 
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intolerance# The road lies through a large 
Mohiiiimiedim cemetery* Beautiful ceno¬ 
taphs, with domed roofs, supported on light 
pilasters, 'inu>jids with tall minarets and 
richly sculptured pulpily wells overgrown 
with rich verdure, tunl imnaunderl with 
covered verandahs, atfonhng at onco rest 
and refreshment to the weary traveller, 
flu mounded us, whilst any Intermediate 
ground was occupied by the simple 
tombs of humble believers* the head of 
each decorated with a column, supporting 
the richly sculptured semblance of u Mos¬ 
lem turban. 

At the largest we. U, my Hununalls called 
u hall, and each, with a little tobacco rolled 
hi a fresh leaf* originated u simple but re¬ 
freshing cigar, 

A burning mid-day mm being yet in 
the ascendant, I was invited to rest in the 
house of die acting magistrate of Put tun, 
a chdab^ or favourite of the Nmvanh 
The iSynil Abdootn* was indeed a must 
* Cbrlsli, UtL-rallj? adopts 


BUIlAGimU rEN!N>LU* 
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splenrticl person, the beau ideal of an Arab 
tlaiidv. Hi* age w:ls probably thiru ; he 
had the fluent black beard, the sweetest 
»iililts and the"largest and most lustrous 
black eyes imaginable, i fis attire con¬ 
sisted of u fine white muslin ankriku* eon- 
fined at the waist by a scarf, edged with 
pale pmk, entu iiied with rich gold uud silver 
kincaub waistbands, whose ends depend¬ 
ing, concealed within their fold% a richly 
decorated sword and dagger, A turban of 
line muslin, curiously folded over a cap of 
gold embroidery, and a gold and pearl-net 
comb, put jauntily in on the left side, com- 
pitted his gay and becoming costhiw. 
The minor am of die toilette also met de¬ 
serving attention, and the handsome Ah- 
doola had not disdained *Q »dd additional 
softness to Ins full eyes, by the use uf 
sixirmav, or to apply the delicate tints of 
the henna to his well-formed ham Is. 

Syttd Abdoola received me tinder the 
shad-.'il gateway of Ins house, stimuli lilt'd 
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by Ills soils j* b4jnd us f an open room 
wasoccupied by Arab gitftlda.aiid its well- 
whitened walla were decorated with groups 
of picturesque anus* a words, shields, ami 
matchlodcs. 

While enjoying the charming coolness* 
of this retreat, the report of a matchlock 
resounded From the outer court; this Lh the 
usual Arab salutation, expressing lit ante 
joy, respect, and good wMies to the in* 
mates of the dwelling. After a few secondt. 
a soldier entered fully accoutred, hi* 
matchlock in his hand, and a crowd of 
deadly weapons bound around Inin waist, 
with a hand of blue and pink checked 
linen, die favourite scarf of the Arab sol¬ 
diery. Approaching die chief* our new 
arrival respectfully lifted his hand to his 
lips, offered the same token of homage in 
his sons, exchanged salutations and greet¬ 
ing with 13if retainers of Abdookt* and 
stated his having left Girnar two days be- 

* Tin- gutewnT of a iuitlvL^ htiiur ii ctmailfiird ihv 
place of homiuf. 
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fore* with packets from his highness llae 
Nu iiaub. 

The ham!some Jemeedar accompanied 
un With an escort of horse, in the temple of 
Somnalh.* The situation of this great 
fane of Hindooiani, is as imposing as it is 
itself magnificent, ns a structure of other 
times. Crowning a hold pioraantoiy* the 
thundering and eternal surges lash the 
walls which protect it, and a wild expanse 
of wean begirt* tile cliff on which it 
stands. The exterior is richly adorned 
with findv chiselled sculpture, on which, 
unfortunately t the wing uf time has not 
flapped harmlessly T or the alternation of 
seasons li ft untouched* Those parts of 
tlie curious carvings which yet remain en¬ 
crusted on the noble building, arc certainly 
very beautiful, and the whole li a gem of 
exquisite, although mutilated am Tlie 
roof of the Somnalh originally supports! 
five domes, of which two only remain; 
from either side of the front entrance rise 


* EkimnAth, Lord of the M'Wci- 
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slender columns of ft to tie, each crowned 

ai itw tapering summit, with a pine-shaped 

KuUusn* In form, and proportion to the 

im&$ of die building, these columns re- 

fiembk Lite horns of a beetle, and one of 

them in m much curved outwards, as to 

threaten a rapid descent. The interior of 

die temple consists of a Bp&criuus hail, the 

domed roof of the centre »upjiorted by an 

octagon of arclies, rising from square and 

tidily oured pillars. The floor ia paved 

with a hard black stone, and strewn with 

fragments of the fallen domes* The en- 

trance doorways are of the Egyptian form, 

narrow at die top, and gradually increasing 

in width towards the base, Tliev are 

- * 

adorned on the exterior, by a broad, and 
richly ornamented bonier. 

Thy sanctum, a small square room, is 
situated at the extreme end of lhe ball, 
immedktdy facing die principal entrance. 
It is unoccupied \ and a small stone ledge 

* The omimicfit which In Eimbo architectnir 
form* ihe app^ of a dojuc or osdiiiniu 
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runs round the wall, about half way from 
lilt* ground. From die ruins of the build¬ 
ing, a flight of steps has been piled up on 
one side* which enables the visitor to tom- 
Duusd f from the roof, a lieuudfLiI and ex¬ 
tensive view. On one side* is *een ihe 
ocean, amt clitfs of Yerawut* half con- 
raided with the white foam of the angry 
waves ; on the oilier, the old Hindoo town 
of Putting girt with the graceful tombs and 
cenotaphs of its Modem courjuerorri, re¬ 
posing amongst the rich foliage of the 
aloe, the tfila plml, he id almond trees. 

Such is now the great temple of the 
Sonina Lh ; scarcely n. vestige remaining of 
the wealth and imporuiuce width, under 
the veil of religious 2ed, tempted the 
cupidity of its Moslem defacer. 

Lieutenant Kitted a geutlemuu of much 
research, connected with the antiqtiariau 
interest of India, lias given an abridgment 
of a very amusing tale, containing the mi- 
veutmvs of ihe poet Sadi, at the Temple 
of Soumath. The accomplished Persian 
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Lived tivo bundrtd ywus after the destroyer, 
Mahmud of Gliizni; and the original 
anecdote forms a portion of the celebrated 
Eos tan. It commences,— 

iJ I saw an idol of ivory at Sonunidi* 
jewelled like the idol Mimat, in the days 
of superstition and ignorance / 1 &c- The 
story is illustrate of the state of tile tem¬ 
ple, and of manners, and may therefore be 
told with advantage. Sadi, wondering at 
the folly of live people paying their adorn- 
lion to a material without sense or motion, 
ventures 10 express hi> s«mtUntilit±J to an 
attendant priest, with whom he has some 
acquaintance* The priest toms upon liim 
In a rage* tuid excites u commoikui, winch 
endanger* Stuffs life. Whereupon, he 
throws himself upon the merey of the chief 
priest, stating tiuit, although he had ven¬ 
tured to express a doubt* it ay as merely 
because lie desired conviction. The priest 
tells him he is a mao of sense and judg¬ 
ment, and shall be convinced that this idol 
is superior to all others, and deserving o r 
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adoration. If lie will abide in worship all 
night, he promises him to see the idol raise 
its arm in the morning in adoration. Sadi 
consents and gives an amusing account of 
the ineonvonieiiee he experienced from the 
pressure of the unwashed,unsavourycrowd. 
Just before sunrise* the image, nt the 
bounding of a bell, raises its amt, to the 
delight of the worshipping thousands, 
Sadi aasu rea the chief priest of ilia perfect 
conviction, flatters him* and obtains his 
intimacy, till, find!Tig an oppnrtunity* tv hen 
tiie temple is empty, he gets behind the 
linage, and there discovers a servitor con¬ 
cealed, with the rope in his hand, for raid¬ 
ing- the idol's uitm The man runs, su ■ 1 1 
Sadi follows, trips* him up, and throws him 
into a well ; then, to make quite sure* he 
drop* hea vy stones upon him, feeling that 
Ms own life would assuredly be sacrificed* 
if hi* discovery was known, and quaintly 
remarking, ++ Dead men tell no mure titles. 
He ihen hurries away from Sornnatli, and 
n? turns to Persia, through Huidostruu by 
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a route of grail danger and difficulty ; 4 * the 
trouble of which/" he says* si he shall re¬ 
member to his dying day/' 

Such Is the story; and, as Lieutenant 
Kittoe remarks* it shows the temple to 
have 1?eeii restored* us a place of Hindoo 
worship* after j is destruction by Mahmoud* 
and to have remained os such* with some¬ 
thing like its former renown, for two hun¬ 
dred years after that conquest. It is evi¬ 
dent* from its present appearance, that it 
has since yielded to other spoikrs, and lias 
been even, at one jHzriixlj converted into a 
mnsjid. 

The original worship of the Temple of 
Soumith, was, J conclude, BuddisticaL 
The Lord of the Moon appears to have 
Ixml'H succeeded by a deity t know n under 
the title of Swaymm-Nath, * or the Sdf- 


■ T\m FcligiiJD of old* ratnipcmi to Arabia nml 

Ipdk i ajiirl there u muon fur believing, whet thn 

■'jirly Miihiiinmedftn autliorilbs dint J Jn, woo 
shipped hj the idobteri of Mttiko, w<u a timibr 


fee HASH! EA PEN'S N'SULA* IP 

**xi*tenL On this, again, u<l,s grafted the 
worship of Mohadoo, or Siva. The fol¬ 
lowing description, from native records, 
may afford .10m*: kleji of Use splendour 
which, in ancient times, surrounded the 
deity presiding Lu the temple of the Sutu- 
nith* 

** The idol formal of cut stone, five 
cubits in heights of which three cubits 
were visible, and two were below did sur- 
Jace* The Hindus veuemted the idol more 
Hum iniv other; the attendant washed it 
diuly* with water brought from Hie Ganges; 
the revenue of Leu thousand villages was 
assigned for Hie support of ins temple | two 
thousand dancing women* with three hun¬ 
dred musicians* w ere ready to perform In?- 
fore it; many smaller images of gold and 

deity to the Sway urn Nxith of the Hindnoi .—Yldt 
History ofQtmmi, muisliWot by Dr. Bird. 

The Pandit* wiy # Hut Hiumi \b nothing in the 
irdmit ftuntiuk&, and oiHlt Brahsniitft'al iextbcwkj, U> 
illustrate tlie origiu nuil hutury of tins Semn&Ut 
Terap&, 
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silver in the temple surrounded this, the 
greatest of the goils; and three hundred 
barbers wen* til w dung to shave the de¬ 
votees, who sought admittance to the holy 
place. Such was the popaJiuity of this 
obscene worship, that the princes of ! lut- 
doslaii devoted their daughters to die ser¬ 
vice of the temple; and, at the occurrence 
of ail eclipse, sometimes a* many as a 
thousand individuals came to perform their 
devotions.'* 

To subdue PoUun, was the last great ob¬ 
ject of Mahmoud of CShiziii. The poor 
Hindus when attacked by the Mohamme¬ 
dan invader*, seem to have made desperate 
resistance ; but the arrows of the Moslems 
dispersed them. Two days the siege eonli- 
nued j the third, the banners of Islam floated 
triumphant from the walls ; and live thou¬ 
sand of the inhabitants were slain. Mah¬ 
moud, it is .said, on entering the ictuple, 
observed a covered apartment, whose root 
was supported by sijt pillars, eel with 
jewels. Here stoewi the idol; the latter 
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wm cloven in twain by the kings own 
band; ami from the body rolled gems, 
coins, ornaments, and treasure meiilciilable. 
The priesta prayed and wept, but vain wag 
die appeal $ they were slain by die infu¬ 
riated soldiery; and the king commanded 
that die fragments of the idol whould be 
carried to Glib: ui T and tie re east before the 
great mosque, to honour of the triumph of 
Islam. * 

Ulus fell die splendid idol of Putt no ; 
and emdi the intolerance which led to the 
wanton defacement of it s beautiful temple* 
The solidity of its materials,f and the fa¬ 
vourable dimate of the east, have prewired 
some remnants of its architectum! beauty ; 


* The desmitf inn ®r thf Tfluple of ScmnAlh «- 
cnrtni during die tenth wd hut apriliUou uf Mah- 
luiruti, a. n. 10±2. Hfg. 413+ 

t Ai home prtrfff of this* I m*j menlioa thmi* 

until vtrj lately, the ttwfof the Bonmitb ™ lisrd i* 
h bAttcn- far frrvwml Iwgt piwrs of onhiAnet* [iImx 4 
thrn< by the J’inwmali, tu pnrirct die ufigbbonriiowl 
of Ms Hurbciur of Pultun from pimto** 
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liiit the jew died column s T the golden idol*, 
the dancing girts, and die voice of melody, 
are replaced by heaps of unsightly ittbbish ; 
the chirp of the lnu ifl heard from the‘sanc¬ 
tum, and the otvl has found a nest amongst 
ita richly sculptured cornices). Time, more 
destructive than even the sword of Mah¬ 
moud, has levelled it with nil common 
things, and the great temple of tbi-Self- 
Existent lias become a sheltering place for 
cattle, a resting spot for the travelling 
gnat-herd. 

Leaning over the wall of the fort, which, 
is built on the shore, and close to the 
temple, f Was amused at seeing a tall Raj¬ 
poot lending a quLct-lookirig cow along 
the water’s edge; lie was armed enp-a-pie, 
with sword, shield, and buckler; and the 
contrast of his pastoral occupation, with 
llis warlike equipment, struck me as cu¬ 
rious. Oppression teaches the necessity 
for defence ; anil that wldch owes its ori¬ 
gin to an era of danger and defiance. com¬ 
monly outlives the occasion, and becomes 
grafted on the habits of peaceful life. 
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Gnz^erat was long inhabited by Rajpoots 
and coolies* two classes of people famed 
for discord* Independent diitvfulnsbip f<v 
meuteri division, amt supported despode 
injustice; when the poor man T oppress! 
in the struggle for individual aggrandize¬ 
ment, found u Ms v in eym^ desolate* blasted 
before the dun, hot breath of war/* he was 
fain to assert lib right** and himself be- 
come u warrior, to preserve lib little pm- 
perty fmm die rude 1 in nil of the destroyer. 
Some hour* were delightfully passed in 
taking numerous drawings of the ttanple, 
and its remaining oniatneutH. And then 
ornie tire necessity for refreshment, before 
proceeding on our journey of research in 
Pultun untiqHides* The baskets produced, 
we asked otir eicemne, the graceful Ah* 
doola, io join us. This he declined. but 
showed many symptom* of curiosity, on 
the appearance of a laitde of Hodgson’^ 
ale* After a thousand protestations that it 
con tablet I no alcohol* or aught else fur- 
bidden to a good Alohimimedaii, die Hyud 
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consented to make n trial of its virtues. 
Alxloola raised the tumbler U> his lips, 
mid, after two sips, wit It a long-drawn in¬ 
spiration between each, fairly emptied it 
at a draught, making u sufficient number 
of wry faces, in conclusion, and charging 
his sons not to touch the obnoxious be¬ 
verage. Of the sincerity of his facial dis¬ 
tort}" us, we had a future opportunity of 
judging, Mohammedans fancy all wine, 
of whatever growth, must ho Madeira; of 
which scandal asserts their inordinate 
fondness. Abdoola denied having any in 
his cellar, but confessed to the possession 
of brandy, which he used, lie said, to steep 
his gu n caps m .* 

When the beat abated, Abd^lm curvet- 
dug along upon hi# handsotnej and gaily 
caparisoned Kally mure, led ujs through 
the town, along a good road, skirting the 

m To accoutit for o Mduotprafidsn Jmeedir^i p«- 
nuiou uf gnus ca§*\ I muFt qb»rvp, thi %i AbJod* lunl 

as * jurwratj a reiy English p*n T af 

which he iutt a little jiroutL 
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short'. TfH! ride was delightful, The fn#h 
sea-breeze came with in titrating tnfiu- 
enetr from one aide, while, on the other, 
smiled a ricWy-culdrated cotmtty, studded 
^•itli curious and Umitifu] temple; some 
having the motive pyramidal domes of 
Hindoo architecture; others, the light |j£- 
Insters anti graceful art lies of Moslem art. 

An hour’s ride, brought us to a sweet, 
shotly spot, canopied with the Wood leate* 
t>P mimeraus sucred trees, between whose 
leafy coverts, glimpses might be caught of 
the coo! waters. It was a retreat, a Hama- 
dnoi) might have envied. The early Bml- 
dists of Puttim had [trohablv anticipated 
ns in «iur admiration of this quiet mnI se¬ 
cluded spot. \\ e found near it, two cave. 1 .; 
one almost too smidl to admit tin- most at- 
temmt. il ascetic, To tin* other, die descent 
is by three low steps, which lead to a dark 
apartiilent, containing n ruddy-sculptured 
image of Devi. The first cave, we under¬ 
stood. led to a succession of small cham¬ 
bers each descending lower than the other. 
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Its darkness was impenetrable; yet I felt 
considerable anxiety to fathom its tiivste- 

rie*p 

A lad, bearing a small light, floating m 
,1 sautcr of nil, with difficulty entered the 
cave; oral AbiWa, with infinite compres¬ 
sion of his fashionable attire, followed him, 
with a gallant desire of satisfying my cu¬ 
riosity by bis personal observations. On his 
reappearance, gasping and ball suffocated, 

I anxiously enquired what he had seen. 

« JfltamKwi," *—WW die curt, monosyllabic 
answer; “ A name we never mention 
never to cars polite." On enquiry', 1 faund 
the ou \ y idol of tliis dark and dank recep¬ 
tacle, was a circle of stone, resting on what 
seemed intern led to personify h pair of 
human legs. Whether this circle had. orb 
ginidly, any reference to the worship of 
die Lord of the M«on, in ancient Pultun, 
would lie difficult to determine. 

* A [liiiili.-stiuneeword, which rtpresw*, i» three 
that which, in ow English tonguf, i* «m- 
Ttpd br one, ill peaking of tlie infernal tinsdoni. 
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Turning from the cave-temples, we came 
on a valuable re| k\—fonn it* position,evi¬ 
dently removed from its originiU renting 
place. Till?* was u figure of Bodily seat til 
on a circular stone,, uinl leaning against a 
low column. Hie face of the idol was 
mutilated, and the arms destroy®!- The 
head mu urminentml with flawing hair, 
descending in lull curls on the shoulder 
Thegtuldee, or stone, on which the figure wt* 
wfivled., w us richly carved with I beautiful fc- 
mole figures, sculptured in fine alto relievo. 
The whole, a block of evident antiquity, 
probably removed from die small cavn- 
tempH in make way for the more modem 
idol uf the jHjlvtJieislis, 

From hence, we follow®! Abdoolo, over 
man v narrow and rugged paths, to a s put, re¬ 
gard®! with peculiar reverence- Here, over¬ 
shadowed by luxurious barium unci peepul 
trees, a gbit descends to a broad and placid 
river, winding tiir away, amidst the varied 
tiny of die rich foliage, which hung over 
its lovely waters* The hunks, rich in grasses 
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of the sunniest hues, were studded with 
fine cattle j *nci the s«ne ww* u 
;is the far-famed grove of V rij - 0'i tins 

favoured spot, the Sun God, Hen, is said 
|t , have gathered the Inst lotus-flower of 
earthly joys, and to have sprung oh m 
dinnt to the courts of Tndm- The true 
tale, I believe, is, that this river, which 
h called flic Bih-Nukshee, wjis a favourite 
resort of Gridina, while reigning prince of 
Dwaka, who, hunting here with his bro¬ 
ther, Vsdi, laid himself down, weary with 
sport, beneath the shade of a large tree, 
and. covering himself with a suflVon-eo- 
lottied doth, fell asleep : his brother saw 
him. hut, nustuking his colour for that Oi 
ft (leer, fixed an lurotv in Ids how, and 
shot him. 

IJmillions here mark with the lotus-iron, 
m at Dwoka; and pilgrims, from all parts 
of India. travel hither to worship the ra¬ 
diant deity, and recall bright visions of 
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xlmr god* as he sported on the fragrance- 
breathing shores of the Blue Yamuna* 

The river abounds with tish, sacred to 
Vishnu. A lad, attending on the spot, 
brought flour and bread, to feed them ; 
and large muni sofa iuimedinnly appeared 
round the ghat 

AI x h x Aa f notw i t hslanding the ki c rei I 
character of these vi aters, keeps a little 
boat moored amongst the trees, in which 
he recreates himself md family : and hi* 
liltle slave-boys pass the noontide hours, 
dancing, swimming!, and frisking in the 
cool river. 

Returning through the tow n of Puttmi* 
I was surprised by the number of fine al¬ 
mond trees flourishing so well i ear the 
Hea. In even' court, a magnificent speci¬ 
men shades the pur tads of tin- ilwelling, 
atlbrdLng inij>ervioiis shelter to <hc iiihahi- 

* Another holy spi, n*mn! la not fur 

dbt/uit; it ii sacrecl to Madeira, ttnl dutstedi cm dif 
rher Stmwuttee, which jfiifls the Ehi-Xurtatwr, b» 
Puttmi- 
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bitanta, who lounge or sleep about the 
doors. 

Tin? palace of bis highness, the Nuwanb, 
is in the centre of the town; it is it fine 
mansion, three stories high, with a terraced 
roof. The windows, or rather air holes, 
are of fine atone fret work, carved in tra¬ 
ded and elegant designs. The outer walls 
of tlie palace are decorated with niches, 
filled with ornamental sculpture: one, 
which I remarked as very beautifully 
finished, represented a group of sunflow¬ 
ers, united by a fi uely-wrought-ehain. the 
ends depiMidijig. 

Tiie walls of the town am formed of 
idacli, stpiare, unorneuted atones, about 
nine feet in thickness; it has thirty-six. 
round towers, and two gates. Puttun is 
now completely Mohanimedatrized. yet 
Iwars about it abundant evidence of its 
origin character, as the capital of an exten¬ 
sive Hindoo territory. Its walls and gates 
are rich in the remains of Hindoo archi¬ 
tecture ; and die magnificently-ehiselleil 
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shrines of Hindooism form the bases of 
the finest miugitb, now used by the fol¬ 
lowers of the prophet, 

"file successors of MliJ armHid laboured 
strenuously to eradicate every truce of a 
religion and people they so fearfully de¬ 
tested, but in vain; the present architec¬ 
tural beamy of modem Puttnn is but am in¬ 
ferior graft on its original magnificence * f 
and the proud Moslem is content to 
prostrate himself before altara, once sa¬ 
cred to die mysterious rites of Mnha-deo 

w 

and Sim 

Having seen and aid mired all the won¬ 
ders of Puttun, we iwk leave of the grace¬ 
ful and courteous Abdoub, with mutual 
expressions of regard and remembrance, 
and returned to VemwuL 

Wi! had scarcely retired, when an Arab 
horseman galloped up to our tents, w ith 
4i Hyud Abdoola Sal fib's salaam* the ale 
had proved so extreme!y serviceable to 
i lls health r he should feel grateful for any 
we could spared" 
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Unfortunately, our cdnUwn was ni 
route; but, with all sorts of gowl wishes, 
wc promise 1 an early compliance with (lit* 
Jemcelar s request. 



CHAPTER II. 


THE SACHET) MOUNT OF filRNAEl, WITH 
THE IE tick OF THE AM SENT INST'klPf 
HONS* 


M■ i5’j-i3i3^* Zilm l {him tliy .hIlcmIv brow, 

Thnu small, kil Ikrmired spot of kalj grmmd. 
Wherever we —un'iimJ, above, UcTn-w* 

What rainbow tints, what nuigk cIumtus we found; 

Ewfc, river, forest* inuuuLniu, nil abound. 

And IjIlllsi sUl-s, that hitnu aukr the whole* 

Child* llittULD, 

AttBtvlNG at the eilv of Jiuiafl^rh/ 
about a week after leaving Puttun, tin- 

w Jima^flrh, m n htrjse Mohammedan town, about 
forty miles from Pultun, and situated at the foot of 
the Gimar Aluunfc, It Lathe n,fudenee of his high¬ 
ness the Nuwmiik and capital of Ms territories, 
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cloud -elapt summit of Gimar towered 
above us ( rich in the records of an an¬ 
cient jwople, of fanes dedicated to the 
purest m fiTfihip known in India, and of 
the “ demonstrated relics of the classical 
period of our Indian literature.'* 

In olden times, mounts seem to have 
been favourite spots for religions worship: 
the Jews, the Persians, mid even the carl/ 
Christians, ideated them; and then? is 
something just, as well as , poet it, in the 
choice,—which, exalting man above the 
hum of worldly things, concentrated his 
thoughts, secured them from distracting 
inlhiences, and fixed them upon the Deity, 
In whose more immediate presence he 
might seem to stand. 

The Mount of Gimar is of grande form¬ 
ation, situated oh an extensive plain, a< an 
elevation of about two thousand five hun¬ 
dred feet a hove the level of the sea. The 
sum in it, a bare scarp rock, becomes richlv 
wooded towards the base, blending with a 
deep ravine, clothed with forest-trees, at id 
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intersected by rivm, swollen by themoiiD* 
I43. i a a torrents* From either sid e of the 
Ginuu\ spurs strike out into a lower muge 
of hills* their ridges fringed with the fea¬ 
thery beauty of the bamboo, and their sides 
clothed with various jungle-pktiis | from 
which shelter, huge blocks of granite jut 
out, in Die tiu^t rugged and ftniUsUc JWm>. 
On a ffm n TI tableland* oeur tbe summit, 
are the walls of n fort, enclosing the group 
of Jam templesj which give to litis spot, its 
odour of peculiar sanctity. 

The day succeeding our arrival at Juna- 
gad i s our party Commenced liii* ascent ul 
the sacred mount. Leaving die city flliout 
an hour before sunset, we soon rear he l n 
portal entering on a wide anti well-built 
eausewuy, dunked on one side by huge 
blocks of gray granite \ on the other, by a 
broad and deep ravine* richly wooded with 
tamarind and mangoe trees. Immediately 
before m f m se the majestic peaks of the 
Ginuor, iLs temples hardy distinguishable, 
and the whole Mine closed in by kide 
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liffls, glowing with the brilliant mvs of a 
departing sun- 

About fifty yard^ iron) the entrance of 
the cause way, surroumtod by huge blocks 
of the same material, stands a granite rotk, 
tearing somewhat the form of » liatteoed 
cone, about twenty feet hi height, and 
seventy in circumference. It is distin- 
griahJd from those ne»r it, by the surface 
ljciug graven with numerous deep but 
small character, divide by longitudinal 
lines. Towards llie base of tlie eastern 
side, it is slightly defaced, the effect of 
blasting, the neighbouring met* haviug 
beep used m form the pavement of the 
causeway. Insignificant as bus hluck of 
granite might appear, if considered simply 
as a feature in the Iwhl scenery around, it 
nevertheless fonneil the great object of our 
pilgrimage, ns the celebrated rock of the 
ancient inscriptions, and the great monu¬ 
ment of Buddism, in the Surashtra pcniti- 
suia- 

To us, its small, but mystic characters, 
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were indued with absorbing interest; at a 
distance of many hundred mib s, we bad 
and pondered oft their wondrous 
history* and it was with, no common feeling 
of satisfied curiosity, that we saw them 
before n« T chiselled in the living rc»ck f with 
then* quaint, and Egyptimi-lijoking forms* 

To awaken any degree of s empathy 
with this interest, I nmst entrexu the rend® 
to pause with me on the cause way t while 
1 endeavour to explain the history and 
objects of the graven rock. 

The lull of Oimar h known ofte of 
the five mounts sacred to the Jain sect, 
it b dagobffii earn, and ancient temples, in¬ 
cline to the belief, of it* owing its origin to 
die early ages of Buddiim, and cufdmtm- 
lion of this opinion, seems Intel v to have 
been afforded, by the discovery' of the 
hiitoiy attached to the graven tablets of 
die Ciinrnr rock. 

The history of religious sevtarinni™ in 
India proves, that the followers oj Ihnlciu 
were grievously persecuted by the Brah- 


GlRNAR' 


38 

,mns t and that the Hindoo princes inflicted 
on them every description of mercOeas tor¬ 
ture, regarding them as infidels, and their 
r .-liif inn as an unpardoitable heresy. 

\bonl die year 540 B. C. T arose a re¬ 
former, in the person of the virtuous as¬ 
cetic Kokin, who endeavoured to found re¬ 
gulations and laws among the Bnddlsts, 
winch should exalt the character of their 
magistrates and pontiffs, and render them 
sotnewliat independent of oppression j in 
319, B. C. a celebrated king t ailed Asoktt, 
reigned itt Palibothra,* and became a con¬ 
vert to the tenets of.Built!ism, riiis prince, 
who alter his consecration was styled Piya- 
dasi, w as inspired with the strongest steal 
for proselvtism, and in furtherance of his 
designs, allowed convocations to lie held, 
missionaries to be entertained, and etery 
method adopted which could tend to ren¬ 
der general, those opinions which the 
king now considered to form the only true 
faith. 


* rnasHrtrif as the modem LVtin. 
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Piyadasi appears also to have desired to 
gain over to bin lu^isttfts, nut only iibi 
great ally, Antinchus, the Syrian, but also 
the Macedonian prince, Antigonos, and 
one of die Ptolemies of Egypt * Still nn- 
satisfied with these geueral sukiiih of graft¬ 
ing new opinions upon the prejudices of 
the people, :njd of introducing Budrikiu 
by meana of im&rioj nines tind commerce, 
into the empires of the east* the royal con¬ 
vert, caused to be disseminated^ by means 
not liable to decay, the tenets he hud him-* 
self so lately learned to venerate. On the 
rocks of Girirar, and of Dim till in Cuttack* 
on the pillars* or la is, of Delhi and Alla¬ 
habad, the king caused to \*e graven, edicts 
cotiiabiiig the leading maxima of Buddiam. 
and thus published them to the [>eople* in 
the vernacular idiom, and in the most op* 
jmsite parts of his great empire of India. 
The edicts appear to have been in sub- 
stance duplicates, but beating various ilates 
subsequent to the ei maceration of Aaoko* 

* Ptnlrtny Pldldiiclphos, 
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The great object of the king appears to 
have been general conversion; of his people 
first, and of all the nations with whom he 
had communication or affiance. A know¬ 
ledge of the high moral tone, and tucta- 
phvsical subtilties of Bud r I ism, lends l<» the 
conclusion, that Asoka must have been 
richly endowed by nature with a mind 
capable of appreciating a iiuih so tar purer 
than the Brahminiciil, vet one lie laid 
doubtless been instructed to despise. When 
Alexander the Great arrived on the hanks 
of the classic Indus, Uuddism was in its 
most Ihjurishig condition in Western India; 
its pontiffs were protected, its tenets pub¬ 
lished hy missionaries both abroad and at 
home, and the wealthy, and the great, in- . 
tercsted in its support. It is difficult to 
learn, how its great enemies, the Brahmins, 
gradually undermined its influence, and 
regained tlietr sway ; hut us years passed 
on, the power of Umhlism dwindled, its 
holv places were forsaken, the images of 
the Iain6 were set Djxjn the ancient altars 
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of “thfi supreme intelligence,’* (so tin* mo- 
notheistio Buddists termed their deity) and 
the remnant of believers in this pan? and 
moral mist'd, became again oppressed with 
external opposition, and turn by internal 
schism p until tlieir existence became l«^i 
in the fluctuation of opinion, ami their 
power superseded by the growing stnengdi 
of the two great sects nf Western India, 
the Joins, and the Vishnu vies. 

Snub is a brief sketch of the ti reurn - 
stances which ltd to the engraving of the 
Girnar rock, by die command of king 
Asoka ; ft hr bringing the history of which 
to light, and cfecypbering iw ancient cha¬ 
racters, the I turned and lileniry commu¬ 
nity, is indebted to Jhuh-h Pimseju Esq., 
of Calcutta, who hm lately made the un¬ 
dent character and language of Sunudiinu 
the object of his most arduous labour*. 

The Ginwir rack laws three iuHcripthmi. 
The most ancient, which occupies the 
eastern side, are the edicts of King Asofea, 
These celebrated edicts are very perfect. 
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and are divided by longiludbiU lines* Of 
the other niBcrijitious, one occupies the 
western* the other, the northern face of the 
rwk; the farmer, except where a large por¬ 
tion of the 5 tone is broken away, are also 
perfect* The character* of Ihenc UwL dlffir 
from those which contain tl^e edicts of 
A£oka,$juI are of a more modem date. They 
refer to the original building of a bridge 
on the way to Gimar, commenced, as it 
appears, in the time of Chandra-Gupta, 
(Sttiidra-CottUJ?) the grandfather of Asoka, 
and repaired* anil completed at various sub¬ 
sequent pcrualsp 

These inscriptions are all graven in the 
Sanskrit language* but the character hmi 
become obsolete; by recent researulieif, it 
has been ascertained p that such was the 
written Sanskrit in the time of king Aaoka, 
but in ilie course of two thousand veam, 

V 

its character has undergone no fewer titan 
nine distinct ahemtions and modifications, 
until known m the modern Devj-NugarL 

The edicts of Asoka, are fourteen ha 
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number, ami in elude- mention of the gicat 
king's flIHes, Ptolemy, Anti gon ns, and An- 
tiochus* To trace the name of a Hindoo 
sometgn, united with that of a Greek 
prince of Syria, is anfficnentjy sLirthng; 
but It becomes even more curious, when 
we note the expansive benevolence of 
A-Hfjktf, «et!king to nporioH/e Egypt, and 
to introduce the religion of Bnddu to the 
land of ilit* Ptolemies, tnuisplunliiig it from 
the glowing land of India, to the fertile 
banks of the Nile. 

These remarkable edicts, caused by the 
the royal convert to be graven on die 
rock bv the way aide, that oil who passed 
up to the sacred mount, might be instructed 
in religious wisdom , eon tain the enforce¬ 
ment of llie great BuddMicnl virtues,— 
honor to parents, charity to kindred* 
human it v to animals* temperance ami 
sobriety in living, with commands to 
obliterate religions controversy, to provide 
a system of medical aid, suited to men 
and animals, to keep die tongue from 
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evil speaking* anti to support raisrionmes, 
iv I if i ought spread abroad among the people 
these troths* and according to the words of 
the edict, w release them from the fetters of 
bio, and bring them unto the salvation 
which [uissetli untWstaiiding*" 

Such was the spirit of the great Dh&rtwt f 
or law, promulgated by Piyaduai to hte 
loving subjects* The p^Mirest and most 
unlearned amongst them could not phml 
ignorance of its precepts, for they were 
stored, not in the archives of temples, not 
in the colleges of the Buddists, neither in 
the tiones of teamed pundits* hut were 
graven on a rock by the way side* to bless 
ihe (nimblest pilgrim with their wisdom r 
Twenty-one centuries have elapsed since 
these pure maxims of ethics lirat enriched 
the sacred mount, concealed by the mysti¬ 
fying changes of iaugnage and religion 
in the Surashtnip and the characters on the 
Giruar rock, remained long a source of 
wonder to the people, and a puzzle to the 
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deepest researches inn* Hindoo classic 
lyre. 

It vviih reserved for the preseii I era of 
antifpiariian learning, to crown all past 
mvettigation)!, with the triumph of arrang¬ 
ing on alphabet, by whose means the 
ancient characters might be rendered in¬ 
telligible. and form the data no much desi¬ 
derated to correct the wildness of Hindoo 
cliEonologistB. The edicts of Piyaduai, 
so lately discovered in an obscure spot of 
Western India, now connect the legends of 
the cast with the histories of die western 
world, and throw light upon die most 
Interesting historical, religious, and philo¬ 
logical disc fusions of modem times. 

Generation nftcr geueration has pushed 
away ; the power of Buddiam has faded 
before the tncrettfdng strength of the 
heterodox Jnius: die original Sanskrit, 
as die written language of Girnar, has 
been superseded by the modem Pali ; 
die Egyptian and Greek dynastic* are 
Unknown to the present annals of Samshtm 
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history ; yet, despite the grad power of 
change, the rock of the ktacicil edicts, 
stands fresh as from tin* chisel of the 
jrraver* By the indefatigable mil of a 
single individual* it lias poured forth its 
hidden springs of wisdom; ami I doubt 
not, hut that the same learning, which 
discovered a key to the mystery which 
haiilnI the genius of a Jones, a TV ilford, 
and a Tod, will perfect the work, and 
throw a halo of classic interest around tin* 
rude block of die Gimar causeway, such 
as the most enthusiastic orienUilists have 
not dared even to autidjiaie,* 

To tin* Join pilgrims of die sacred 
mount, the ruck of edification is no 
longer a sealed page in their country s 
wisdom ; the words of the 11 heaven-l^oved 
king" plead to them, os to their ancestors, 
iu u strain of mercy and benevolence, 

t T itlVr In Junes Printsp, Esq., if base Wmed 
(tad tcry inlcfr4tiri£ diwptiitlnns nn tSic rock edict* 
of Girunr, appear in tlie 75tb,*ml following number* 
of the " Btiugal Asiatic Society's Journal,” 
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which neither the Israelite or the Cltritaiim 
can condemn h * 

The tran^r ript and translation of these 
remarkable characters open a wide field 
for enquiry and gratification to nil who 
jt,r^ interested in Tntlhm classic*. The 
most unlearned traveller, once acquainted 
with its history anil objects could not 
pass this simple rock, on his way to the 
Join temple# of Girnar, widiout. laving up, 
if not a store for speculation* at least a 
deep, and lieurt-atirring moral 

Waving luatorical assoeiaiiofti* to me the 
old alone presented peculiar attractions* 
some of our party being engaged in taking 
Unnecessary mid much required fue-sunlles. 
after the approved method of Monsieur 
Jaquet of Paris, 

The extreme heat of die sesison, ren¬ 
dered it necessary to erect a gay parti¬ 
colored awning, over the tmnmul of die 
rock, and small ladder# were placed against 

• Ji Tlo-s apakr the ritfUTeu-bebirwl King K ! ' U the 
u9>ul 3 ntwtLljiiffi to tile Eslicni of Pivwlail- 
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ils sides. for the convenience of transcribers 
The people of Junagurh, attracted by the 
preparation, came in curious groups* to 
watch liiu progress of the work* With 
some pigment left on it previous occasion, 
the native workmen had danbed a resem¬ 
blance to Miiuiiiuuj, on an opposite rock, 
and set up liule tings, in honor of their 
favorite, the monkey God. 1 inspect to 
many, this little distorted image of retl 
ijehre, was an object of more real venera¬ 
tion than the black and time-stained ruck 
of King Asoka’s edicts. 

Alter satisfying the cariosity of a few 
enquirers, we continued to travel onwards 
upon tlie causeway, which is itself a very 
splendid work, carried into execution by si 
rich merchant of the Soundetjvv family, a 
name well known in GnzxeniL 

Th-- way led through a luxuriant jungle 
of tuemree* jambu.* corenda, wild fig, ficus 

* From iLk j™hu is I'xtrjieted el vr?i fine jdum- 
eulimml dyv, much used in die pTTmnMf; both Uk 
Jamba Mid ibsTcemm bear u fdi-natmi sitlj-nad fniir. 
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religiosn, and mangoe trees* Bees seemed 
abundant; and after the min** large qunri- 
titieH of fine honey Lire procured for con¬ 
sumption in the jungles of Junngnrh. Nu- 
mmuiH monkeys, for which Guxzenit i* 
famous h were merrily frisking about the 
wornIs, skipping from tree to tree* and pimp¬ 
ing fllily at us between the humidics, as if 
triumphing in their bright and leafy homes. 
The steep at id rugged ascent, soon cum- 
polled us to dismount and quit our horses 
fur a more aafe means of Lmvdlmg* This 
we found in little vehicles* called doleys* 
uiiieh consist of a small square seat* 
pended by side ropes to a pair of short 
poles home on the shaidders of four 
bearers. This appeared but u crazy and 
conifortleas conveyance) but llte steepness 
of the path, its extreme mrmwuem, die 
sharp turnings of the mail, the Hugo blocks 
of granite lying across it, and the prr^i- 
pthes mi either tddc T readily convinced ns, 
that an ascent by any other means, would 
have Initn impracticable. 

yol. li. 11 
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Once past the lower range of hills, our 
Ix&reft pomwl to rest at a small Dhurmni 
Sauiflli, erected oil n shoulder ctf the first 
ufleen L Long as our way had seemed, the 
summit of Gimnr still towered above us, a 
perpendicular scarp, appearing to oppose 
our further progress. The early pilgrims, 
must indeed have fount 1 it a toilsome tiring 
to aerie the rugged heights of the eacreil 
mount; but in Inter rimes, religious aeal 
has provided u succession of steps, guarded 
by a low parapet wall, which, winding 
round (lie angles of the rock, permit a. safe, 
and comparatively rosy ascent :* with the 
assiirauo? of these means being finllicieiit 
protection from any actual danger, the 
journey is very trying to the nerves, the 
ilouly bearer** being sorely pressed fur room 


■ The npcoce of fanning these step* was *n«ni«*i 
f Qt n third nnlj nf tin: whole dutmice, L3.C09 nit lCM 
w„a expended on nnWriiils sad labour, Ole dhLuncE 

icavifrsi il from die [Njmimtij cement of the ascent tt» 
the summit nf llinwr, U tiro macs, fin: fnrlong*, and 
scventTHJtie yards. 
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in which to turn their little erazv expe¬ 
dient, when 1 , at the uugh* of i]j«- road* the 
parapet wall, scarce a foot in height,, 
crowns steep precipices, which descend in 
fearful stuldermcsfl to the wooded depths 
of the ravine* 

The rich natives always adopt the use of 
a dnoly ; and one often meets a set of 
bearers, groaning under the weight of si hit 
Bon km, who sits cross-legged in wealthy 
indolence, while the poorer pilgrims trudge 
onwards, with only the assistance of a 
flight bamboo, and, not mifrequcully, en¬ 
cumbered with the dlarge of an infant, 
while the em&citttcd mother toils after 
them, laden with die watrt guttlri, Of tt few 
sticks* For the refreshniejnt of these poor 
folks, il tart table Gosoeus daily place jars of 
water on convenient spots, as a work of 
uotLSiilembk merit P appredaterl by the tem¬ 
ple deities. 

Ti iv fleecy clouds, and heavy mists of 
evening, hen3 enveloped the mmuidts of 
Gimar m we fwieijsilpthe fort, and tla j 
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night-dew descending heavily up# (, ur 
gstriHunts. constrained us to take shelter in 
a verandah, coin i tiouly i ised hy strangers, 
ns a clttrnuii aanlflh* there being no level 
spot on tilt* mount, of sufficient extent to 
allow the pitching of tents. 

Early on the following morning, the 
whole mng« of seem*, above nml below us. 
was envelopel in clouds. The valley we 
had passed the prods Eng evening, and 
thought so etnmy and so bright, lay below 
us, like a sea of thick-ribbed ice, and 
beautiful were the effects of varied light, 
as the mists, whirled rapidly along by the 
inorning breeze, mid becoming more and 
more transparent, ns the newly-risen sun 
shed his warm beams upon them, revealed, 
at intervals, the richly-wootlfitl knolls of 
the surrounding hills, and the bluffs of cold 
gray granite, as the bright rays divided into 
masses die fleecy clouds, and the breeze 
rolled them rapidly past. 

Beautiful os was die view of the natural 
features of Gimar, from the bastions, die 
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interior of the fort possessed greater at¬ 
tractions ; and J turned with eagerness loll if 
uuiguifii-enl temples grouped around, oms 
the great fanes of the purest religion ever 
known in Western India, mill now, the 
monumental records of the growth of a 
heterodox faith, ami the incalculable wealth 
of Suras him Banians.* 

The fort contuse seven temples, belong¬ 
ing to the Shniwuk Jains, who seem to 
have succeeded tlie Buddists, in the pos¬ 
session of Climax. The temples are in the 
care of Bhat^f anil only one priest or 
Uwrji't\ wilv at this time present. This 
man, whose manners savoured much of 
self-esteem, came, actuated perhaps more 
by cuiicsitv' than murtesy, to see us, and 

* Ttir temples (£ Oirrwr wm dmaWw of BodiBsl 
origin. The word BuilOft, wpiifiis* huUupsa; 

and Lb disojilia swm to Wi' hmi nntinetnnHl by 
itkil warship. until die npitheoib of Crbhns, Blmat 
tSIHI B. C. 

t HMfe, the lards, ami peat rcpaHwif* of Sc- 
gfndfliy loft- 
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Donaeuted to our examination of the tern- 
pies. If we would enter them without our 
shoes. Having agreed to llii* point of 
etiquette, the Goorjee proceecled to act as 
cicerone j he wore full white liner* raiment, 
and carried the u*ual brush rtnd water 
vessel hi lm hand; but Ilia head was un- 
r haven, ndthur did he wear the linen 
Wtten before his lips, which I hud observed 
with the priests of die rival sect. 

The Jams are divided into the Shmwnka, 
and the Lunkim the Hbrsm uks worship 
she images of the twenty-four deified suinK 
called TritliuearSi; the Lirnkus abhor idols* 
ami are more strict than the Shm woks, in 
their laws against she destruetiim f if an in ml 
life. Their Doondees, or priests, mre the 
filthiest people imaginable, never either 
washing or changing their garmeuht, untQ 
become rnlitc^ or unserviceable from con¬ 
tinued use, fi is remarkable, that Lheae 
sects intermarry 5 the wife, it Is said, l>e^ 
coming speedily converted to the opinion* 
of her husband. 
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The- first temple we faltered, am) the 
prinripijj n-aort of pilgrims mu I devotees, 
is dedicated to Neenmatlijee, who muks as 
the twenty-second of tin: J&in Trill lacars 
It is built in the usual style of Hindoo 
architecture, and occupies tin - centre of a 
large court, sumiumled by closed galleries. 
These galleries contain a great number of 
wliite marble images, of Pnrswanntb. the 
twenty-fourth Triihaear; they are uboul 
two Feet high, "finely polished, and tanged 
in niches on a slab, which runs along one 
side of the gallery. The other is richly 
carved, with open fretwork, which admits 
light ami air, into the building. Th* 
Gad dee on which each image i» seated, 
bears the reconledname of the Banian donor, 
with the date of its presentation ; over the 
head of each, projects n hood of the cobra 
rajiel, the emblem of Pars warmth's {tower.* 

Little domes on the roofs of these gal- 

* Hio TfitluicBTs e*cU linear or 

Mem. m Parsirnnsdi the robra, Nn-nmatb. a »htmV 
nr sIl. U, ttiLlwibdi'ii, a Nandi, niJ «t oo- 
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ierics, murk ibe position and number of 
the images* a dome being built over every 
niche, 

Tl*e temple itself fa built solely of 
granite* and contains four apartments ■ 
line centre one, has a large domed roof, 
tidily and curiously pointed, ami sur¬ 
rounded by Sixteen female figures* each 
supported by crouching caryatides, which 
form like cornice* The figures arc attired 
in a chnl&h or boddke* and troupers ; the 
raiment colored, I lie necklaces, ear-rings* 
anklets* &e. richly gilt* The dome Is 
supported by triple marble pillara ; thi¬ 
ll nor below it, being formed of finely 
tesAehtcd, brown and white marbles. The 
sanctum* contains a large black image of 
Noemnatbjee, seated on a rich grid dee* and 
(adding between bis feet a small golden 
image; the forehead ami breast of the 
saint, are ornamented with gold* and the 
head covered with bright silver liaises* 
Itelow the gaddee. are some sculptures of 
this rgi ij g el epfmnts, wtc hi gb l in black 
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tumble; and on the door of the sanctum, 
the symbol of Vhihnu* inlaid in yellow 
marble, surrounded bv it mosaic border. 
Over the head of the image* is stretched 
u large square of rich purple emtm, bordered 
with gold* and inscribed with golden 
letters in the Sanskrit character, itJi 
iiijcomiuiii] i muleratuod. on Lhe virtues of 
the (mint ; from the ceiling are suspended 
two large belli, anti a lamp containing 
sacred oil; the doors are of black stone, 
richly curved, hound mid bossed with 
brass. 

Will bout the sanctum* but facing the 
Mol* standi a painted elephant, with a 
ho uriah and trapping, manufacture I sit 
Surat* and placed here lor Neenmatli s 
especial service* 

. The third apartment of the temple* con¬ 
tains Wo octagonal blocks of marble, 
surmounted with square slabs of granite, 
divided into small compartments, each 
containing the carved resemblance of a 
miniature pair of human feet; steps of 
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proportionate size, are cut on the sides of 
these block*, and at tlu#r base, Jiiijcjiature 
bottm." These 1 152 feet, me said in 
represent those of id I the distinguished 
dlttrispleB of the Jain Trithaean*. From 
the dome of the temple, on the exterior, 
rLhea n tall pole, ga% painted, and sup¬ 
porting a platform* hung with little brass 
bells ; small tongues of iron being m 
placed, that the slightest breeze cause* a 



* Tlit Itirrui of thes^ block* reminds! me at cKtns 
of ihr Jewitb akurs drawing of which njijamr in 
Chlmet's DirrODcarj of tLc Bible* 










merry jingle. Thin h tolled a ghtmU wad 
adorns most of the temples within l lie 
fort 

The temples all cxmtaifi curious and 
exquisite Sculpture. The columns ore 
peculiarly beautiful, from the fineness of 
their proportions, which gives lliem a 
lightness and ekguuce of effect, I have 
never seen Hiirptuiaed, even by the tines! 
tpedfncn* of Greeiiui art* The wauie 
remark may be made of die figure*, 
which prove u correct knowledge of the 
rules of art, and of the c haracteristic graces 
of the male and female figure, which 
awakens the highest admi ral ion. Many 
nf the designs me singularly ingenious, 
and n» varied as they site curious, A 
circular compartment in the roof of one 
U rn [ile, appeared to be pewlioriy remark- 
able, and well deserving notice. The 
centre represented a small head* wearing 
a cup or coronet, resembling those seen in 
the drawings of Henry the eighth, and from 
this radiated five distinct, and exquisite ly 
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fnniiL'tt figures in graceful attitudes, adorned 
with ankle Is, girdles, anil I lowing scarfs. 


On many of the cornices, an* exquisite 
sculptures of infinite variety $ some nqire- 
.'OiitJug processions of women, as if in 
attendance on a sacrificial ceremony ; 
HmoOgMl * the groups, ears ilniwn by bulls 
appear, anil warriors on prancing steeds, 
siuton ruled by dancers and musidans. 
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CTne curious group, represents a Tritli* 
near, seated in the usual position, with u 
pair of wings projecting from the head. 
At the aide «f this figure tire musician*, 
with cvuibals, horns, and other iustro- 

W 

ttient*. 

Behind the sanctum of Neemnath, I 
discovered w cloister, closed with much 
secresy ; being alone in the temple, 1 one 
(Jny persuaded a 11Liiit to allow uiu to riiler. 
by submitting H» the usual etiquette of 
bare-fool enquiry. 

I found this place tilled with numerous 
images of Ptirawanuth, some simply seated 
on Gaddces, others enshrined in miniaturt 1 
temples of fine white marble, and one or 
two large blocks, sculptured with small 
images of die whole twenty-four J richatars, 

Having casually hentd of the existence of 
n cave, near, or in, the temple of N«mt»th, 
I made enquiries on the subject, but the 
Bhats surntly denied the allegwl fact; 
however, having obtained a clue to its 
position, we despatched one of our people 
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in search of it; succeeding in finding the 
place, lie reported it In lie ii small excava¬ 
tion, leading from an enclosed gallery* and 
mn tinning a very old image ofFarewimaih, 
The jjeeuiiar sanctity of the holy person, 
consisting, in the inserted fact of ULs 
IJ being always in a perspiration f* we 
could not h at any other reason for the 
reverence shown to this particular image, 
or far die evident dread of the Bhuts, lot 
it should be polluted by our presents. 

Without the large temple of the Neem- 
uatht are die bcii util til columns of an 
unroofed sacred building; and the eye tra- 
veUing between them, tvhIs upon cue of the 
most remarkable features of Ibis magnifi¬ 
cent scene. Prom a perpendicular scarp 
which rises from the plain lu the verv s ummi t 
of Gfrnar, juts a single block of granite, 
slightly inclining towards the precipice- 
As the Bhiru Jhup t * or "leap of deathf 
Lids is the chosen spit, from which zealuu* 
devotees east themselves, in die assure* 

* Ehiru, tiit m of time. 
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liihjtt' of tlie doctrine of transmigration, that 
they wiD enter their next state of being, 
in tlit* enviable rank of powerful Rajahs. 

The ascent to this fatal point, w made 
from the hack of the rock; but ila steep¬ 
ness render* it apparently inaccessible. 
The poor devotee, however, determined 
upon self-destruction, climbs from point I>j 
point of the slippery granite, grasping 
every irregularity to unit his progress, 
when, having gained the Bomrait, he place* 
a cocoa-nut (unstable support), «uh 
mantras, ♦ upon the rock, and standing on 
it for nn iustaut, vvitii outstretched arm*, 
lcupjj joyfully to Ins doom. Out a few 
days before our arrival, a devotee had cast 
himself from this spot, into the ravine, 
where his body vrns found,nearly devoured 
by eagles and btiasts of prey. 

Fearful is the height and position of the 
Jhup, considered as a spot marked for «df- 
sue rilic«. But magnlfiCMH is its fine and 

clcarlv-distiuguished outline, as it apjieai* 
* Fraref*, 


64 


GTHNAR. 


in bold relief against a calm blue sky, or is 
crowned vv jihit lurid and glowing thunder- 
cloud, when the toiienu rush dawn fro in 
the mountains, and the roar of MLLug wLi¬ 
ters mixes with the wild scream of the 
souring eagles. As if to contrast with the 
nigged and defined outline of the 44 leap,” 
two small and fuirydxke tern pit 1 * crown 
the height Immediately behind, wunnounted 
with guily-sLreamiog I kgs, Below it is ii 
weIt, celebrated for the purity of the water, 
called the lliu+ti Put, or Elephants Foot, 
This name is derived from an octagonal 
stone in l lie ecu Lire, bearing some fidnt re¬ 
semblance to Urn substantial member, A 
few plantain trees are planted near ii T and 
flourish well amidst the blocks of granite. 
To describe, in detail, the beaut im of the 
great temples of Qtmar, would 1»e tedirm.s 
as they vary little. All contain colossal 
images id ii saint* and the galleries are filled 
with marble idols, us 1 have described. 
When any of these images, nr inumts, as 
they are called* become defaced, they are 
no longer worshipped. 
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Gimfu has not escaped the devastating 
effects of Mohammedan intolerance. The 
solidity of the materials of which the old 
Buddiel k m pies are built, tended much to 
thefc pmervatioa; hut the Bhats assured 
us, much injury hurl been committed by 
AlkWIcen Khunee, or the Bloody, a Mos¬ 
lem prince of Ddbl 

Tlie whole of the Banian population of 
Himnshtra are employing their wealth in 
repairing the temples; but it say$ much 
for the decrease of native art, that sand¬ 
stone is the material used, as I he masons 
possess no tools of sufficient temper to cut 
the gmnite* From a reference to the books 
of the Chaxgt-d'affafres of iheSUniwuk Ik- 
ttians. it appears, fifty rupees b the usual 
sum paid for a small image, and that two 
thousand five hundred rupees are expended 
yearly in ghee, sandal wood, flowers. 
for the lights and offerings of the temple* 
The well-chiummed w alls of the veran¬ 
dah, which formed our abode* was serawhil 
liver, in European taste, with native iiame* 
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and aketehes, with litre and there an at- 
Larnpt at caricature* As, in a_o idle hour* 
J looked over these evidence* of unoccu* 
pied vanity, my rye (might some pencil 
scribbling in the English character, and, 
with considerable difficulty, t deciphered 
the following, which I thought too bfiftfrtt- 
ful to lw easily forgotten. 

n Tlua mauniniat towering midst the dumb im high. 

Kow crowned wiili ninny gods of Tunities, 

Ami hen, thru neither know, uer bear, norhdpi 
Thi-h anient dewtan, who prostrate fidl* 

And pnkfS bud rtritc within their almuc-s, 

Shall he ft 1 Mil of lioliness^ to him 
WUuind potent hand cloth weigh it in the mchIp, 
And les* ihati nought ita grarity esteem. 
lti -itmtuesp hewn ea the strarcge device 
Of thus*, with darkened eye, ami erring h&vtU 
Who rifw the mu 1 of man, uni n the wart, 

Ben esacnea, of iLl-li Dfity jSupn’uji^ 

Sluall doubtless be dutrojfdL or icon by rill 
Ai monuments uf folly icul uf nin .. 

The wislu dcvoLti iia airy hei^liL* shall trend. 

And upward cast bis eyes to God Lbe Lord, 

Who framed nnd peopled ihr wide fimiamfnt T 
And ninnberetk all its worlds with their mat lioats r 
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Hi* honour lie will celebrate, in kyi 
Xnilited by the word. of msjdrnUois mre; 

The sliall rijcdio to Id* voice* 

And irinn iljf western ^ea to Cattilmv'-i strand, 
The MQg of Christ nhall ri«v who hnlh rmnTrd 
Tbe heathen* zu hLs bmt&gc betrmyd. 

And or?r them shall reign, while ann endures-. 

I hlli] lIjjiI day: U, n») e it aucm a|i[iLiLrC 
Haste, Lord, thy work, und ihed abroad thy leir/'* 

After passing two doja in admiring tbe 
exqubite beauty of the Jain temples, I 
commenced, li y ™wna of a little dooly, 
the farther ascent of Gimar, From the 
fort to the summit of the mount, every 
half mile tjcftrs testimony to it* sacred 
character. Inscription* abound, both upon 
tlie rocks them-'iIves, ami on the shlt-s, 
and doorways of the older temples* Lit¬ 
tle rude tig'll res of Bnddu are duelled 
upon the bloc ks of gmuit*%at almost every 
angle \ suid dirndl, upright fftoiies, tin winch 

* These Illicit I fiTHud Hu! brtfii written 

by Dr, Wftw*^ and published in theOriiutai Chm- 
riiui ^peculiar, for 1S3I. 



08 


(HttNAR* 


are sculptured a male and female figure, 
point the road to the several water Springs, 
while the head of the sacred bulJ presides 
over the fount itself. 

The steps, we found, contained over the 
various irregularities of the hill ; and halts, 
to relieve the bearers, were made at the 
several beautiful templet which crown the 
level spot e. An agreeable appeunmoe of 
freshness ami verdure is given to the mount, 
by immense numbers of cerhuiu bushes, 
whose subaeid fruit is a welcome relief to 
the wayworn devotee. Two peaks form 
the summits of Girmir. On the firaU we 
found a small temple erected over a pair nf 
gigantic feet, in commemoration of an a*- 
cent having been made from hence, by one 
of die Trithaears. 

About one hundred and fifty van Is from 
this point, rises die Guru Dattara, the 
highest peak of the Gimar. A succession 
nf blocks of granite, rising one above the 
oilier, are crowned by a small white tem¬ 
ple, decorated with flags, A fearM depth 
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intervenes between the ii ist peak, anti the 
Guru iJiittarn, which shouts up, till bate 
and rugged, into the glowing sky. 

The niitgnifiiviLi view from this point 
nl sunrise, well repays the fatigue of the 
ascent. The rich vale below*, its brilliant 
hues, mellowed and mingled, is now hill- 
den* and now revealed, by the misty 
shrouds suspended midway between the 
towering peak and the plain from which 
it rises. Bright and iris-coloured rays, 
gihl the blocks of cold gray granite, anti 
stream in rich luxuriance ujidit the glades 
below. Here, die early sun-light smiles 
tiixm the side of a wooded knoll, anil 
(here, rests an the sculptured angle of a time¬ 
worn temple, and then, escaping from the 
shade of an intercepting rock, pours its rich, 
full radiance upon nil around, and reveals 
the surpassing Ijeauty of tlib lovely scene. 

Its influence on tlu- mind is probably 
increased by the deep, still silence * re¬ 
moved so fitr above the hum of common 
life, source " a floating whisper o or the 
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hill M lirr-nks jn upon that eontemyifotive 
mood, which mountain scenery usually en* 
geiufors* and die imaginative mind may 
freely indulge its purest aspirations, while 
gazing on a design of nature, wrought in 
one of her an bl truest moods* 

A Cosaeii Inhabits the temple, at the 
summit of the Guru Dnttam - f but, -not- 
withstanding ilie steps are continued, the 
ascent was considered too dangerous to be 
attempted by our party, who were more 
particularly disinclined t by t\ know Ledge of 
the fact, ibttl only five days before! the 
body of o pilgrim was seen, who had 
fid It n in an attempt to gain the temple, A 
little grain wan found, tied in a cloth r about 
Ills w aist, die only store for his long jour¬ 
ney; his body was sadiy macerated, and 
too much decayed for removal* llit k (i*> 
Hoeu £&id p he was alone, when ascending 
the peak* and fell from near the summit 
Notwithstanding the danger of the ascent, 
and its fatal rcsulLs, pilgrims may l*e yecD, 
crowding the way towards the Guru Dut- 
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Lam, from all parts of the Peninsula of 
India- A sniiiU tablet, let into the side of 
l:ln> temple, records that the steps were the 
work of a wir.ilthy Samuil, from the town 
of Boondee, in Ilajpootnna. 

Below the first peak, is a valley, rich in 
wild mnngoe-trees. Amongst their leafy 
coverts, rises a temple sacred to Hummim; 
{mil the atteti 1 1 an l G omum feed# flocks o£litou- 
ktfvs, who, illuming and evening, with all 
tlie appetite of unrein tain eers,literally cover 
the dome of the temple- Charity, how¬ 
ever, is not confined to the monkey trilnt of 
Giruar; near the temple of Neemuath, is 
u Sadownt,' or store, from which pilgrims 
receive a gratuity of half a pound til 
parched grain each- A Suraahtni Banian 
subscribe# three hundred mpee# annually 
to this benevolent object. Many of the 
poor devotees, who visit Ginuur, depend 
upon this, ns their only sustenance, com¬ 
bined with wild figs, and a berry, of pnn- 
* flic word Sadowur, Utemlk menus, utuvcrsil 
ehmtj- 
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gent quality, which grown on the wild 
peepul tree. The natives sometimes com¬ 
plain of this berry producing headache m f 
and the cormdft is usually eaten with it, a* 
a corrective. 

The Gimnr is die resort of numerous 
ascetics, who r resigning the world, pass 
year* in its kUJ] solitudes. Hearing, in 
one til my walks, the shrill sound of a 
Sbunk** I looked lung on the scene around 
me. -ere I could observe Lhe player. At 
length, my eye caught a naked n*eH<i\ 
perched upon a projecting rock, imme¬ 
diately in front of a small cave, hewn in 
the granite scarp. His name, he told me, 
was Itamdasjec: he had lately travelled 
alone, to Glmar, from Juggemaih, in 
Griisis; he intended to renudn on the 
sacred mount during the monsoon., arid 
should thru travel onwards, lie knew not 
where, but u wherever it pleased God, 1 * 1 

* Shnnk it a iLlII, which, being bored, product* a 
wild nore* re&enabling that ofi Iioru. Always u&eil by 
Gmtetm* 
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enquired whether he had no personal 
wishes eiiimeeted willi the matter, mid be 
said, none | lu* wishes were, to act in uc- 
cordanee with the cuiiunimdjK of God, 
This poor creature* offered a very enviable 
instance of resignation said contentment, 
A few root*, piled in a turner of the cave, 
sufficed for hi* provision; a lotah, for 
water, and a little firewood, gathered in the 
jangle,comprised his property; soul when 
he* at any time, received trifliug alius, lie 
In i ngulf mntributetl to the Sudowut of the 
fort. 

Another ascetic resides near the Bhini 
Jhup f with a bo idler hermit* lately arrived 
from Owaktumlh- The forehead of thi* 
nnm i> marked with the trisool of Hi\n* in 
the sacred chalk of Elate* His long hhiek 
liltir is plaited curiously witii Tula! b^nds, 
and hi b anus l>eaf marks of the sacred 
lotus* bestowed by Smash tm brahmins. All 
this religions army runse* him lo Ih 1 ri*- 
ganled os an individual of esprciid sanctity, 
and having accpjired a little sum by beg- 
voIm n. E 
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gingr, he liad kid liist property oat in flour, 
timl established u. minor siulawnt for the 
benefit of hk poorer brethren. This man 
is a Gooroo,* or teacher of liis sect, and 
during; my visit to him, a Cbel&h came to 
mate bin offerings. Setting a few grains 
of rice upon die threshold of the temple, 
lie blew a large sdnink, made jxioja to ids 
GflOftic, and departed with a blessing. 
Returning one evening, ut u late hour, 
from the sliudler temples on the mount, I 
encountered a young Gosaen, setting out 
for mount Aboo.f His body was smeared 
with ashes p fain hair matted with clay, a 
linen rag girt about his waist, *uid over it 
a thick black rope + from which depended 
11 brass bell, to a considerable length 5 he 
earned, vls the only provision for bis ardu¬ 
ous journey, a gourd of water, and u Utile 
bang. Imagining that the object of the 

9 Tliif Goaatns ait diridnl into two great finises, 
the Gooroos, or Teachers wjeI their CUkUtS, or dis- 
djiles. 

+ Sucrcd to the Joins, wid limited aw Deesa. 
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suspended bell* must be to scare wild aid- 
muls from his path, while pacing tlirofigli 
dense jungle*, be corrected me by saying, 
he cared for neither man nor beast ; should 
it be lib fate in meet the latter, the goddess 
Mata, who watched over him, would cither 
conceal him, or metamorphose him into a 
similar beast to that he encountered, which 
would secure him from injury* This poor 
enthusiast had already travel led from the 
Dechan, am I was about to wander through 
dense jungles, and trackless wastes, su visit 
the sacred luonmL 

The miseries tliis class of devotees un¬ 
dergo, is often terrible. Exposed to coitb 
to miasma* to the attacks of liefttts of prey. 
tn disease, In all the forms common to a 
tropic dune, friendless and alone, many 
doubtless die, iti their search for Telighms 
fume. That all are hypoeritt-s is impro¬ 
bable; many, on the contrary, primps, are 
warm enthusiasts, and the strength of their 
superstition, united with n desire far the 
distinction, which is originated by a repu- 

1 3 
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ration fur unusual sanctity, may shield 
their minds from the apprehension of dmi- 
rryr, and afford u sufficient motive for the 
endurance of every hardship- 

In addition to these religious classes. the 
Junttgarh hills afford protection to a wild 
tribe of Koties, and to u description of out- 
laws, called Bharwatteeabs?* in former 
times, these men were powerful and nu¬ 
merous, much feared by the peasantry, 
upnn win villages they made forays for 
the purposes of plunder. It is said, that 
some years since, it chief of this tribe be¬ 
came enamoured of tile daughter of a 
Nuwnnh of Jun&garh, ond on her being 
doomed to perform Sit (tee, on her hus- 
I mud's death, rescued her from the Humes, 
and carried her in triumph to the fast¬ 
nesses of the sacred mount A few of 
these robbers are now occasionally en¬ 
countered ; and at night, when the clouds 
gather round the hills, the gleam of a lit lie 


* Literally, from Bbsr-wit-Wit; away. 
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fire on tlu> uiMimUiiii-ftiilc. may tell uf their 
wlicre-about. 

TJ lL > jteople -if tbi* ueigbboufiifXhl, with 
all the superstition common to those w ho 
dwell gnnomnlcd by mountii Ln-fustnesses, 
state, that the unfrequented posse* of the 
hills are inhabited by cannibal*, whom, 
curiously enough, they entitle Oi/m. I 
cniihl not discover, liow the belief, or tht- 
w ord, hud originated. 

Can s ol natural formation, abound on 
the Girnur, which would suggest its fitness 
ivt a place of refuge and protection, for the 
lawless tribes of a country «o long op¬ 
pressed by div it led rule, and ^perfect 
government, us the province of Guzzeiat. 
Some excavations tire attached also to the 
temples, and considered peculiarly sacred, 
A cave at a little distance from the fort, 
contains a female figure, clad in S ft , v - l" ull ‘ 
coloured marble ndment, who represents 
the intended wife of the great saint N«w* 
natlyee. Tlie story pH*. that the smut, 
greatly desiring the society of a helpmate, 
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fixed lii b choice upon the daughter of si 
Hindoo Rajah of Jimogarh, distinguished 
for her wisdom ami Insanity. Ii* inp; bidden 
to the wedding, he found crowd* of rela¬ 
tives assembled to honour the occasion, and 
hecatombs of bulls and sheep provided for 
feasting and sacrifice* Enquiring whether 
tliese preparations were considered neces¬ 
sary, and Wing assured that they were 
sicij the prejudices of the holy Jain were 
aroused, and hk benevolence surely wound¬ 
ed * the struggle wiis great, bat at length, 
he stated his determination to resign the 
princess, nether than incur th<? loss of so 
many lives, and so much useless expen¬ 
diture- 

The betrothed of Neemnath^ h the in- 
mate of but a poor harem, w hile her pro¬ 
mised husband sits in state within the 
neighbouring temple; the cave is small, 
anil its mouth so Hosed up by large atones, 
that an entmuce can only be effected upon 
the hands arid knees. 

Large numbers of Banians* pilgrims* 
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devotees, and traveller*, daily ascend the 
sacred mount; t»ul in February, a religious 
assembly, or .1 at trail, is held, when thou¬ 
sand* of people attend, uud put the Wo* 
do wot to heavy charges. 

We pilled ei week very agreeably upon 
Girnar, enjoying the pure, cum> 1 air, uud 
taking drawings of the various objects of 
[larticular interest. Supplies are brought 
daily, bv means of bigamcs from Juna- 
garh, the prejudices of the Jains being so 
pow erful, as to induce them (■» object even 
to the milking a goat upon die sacred hill. 

Giri lit, is perhaps the most interesting 
and beautiful spot in Western India; Aboo 
and Pali tana, ire both, comparatively 

speaking, veiy modem, and advancing no 
claim to a Duddist origin. The suvred 
mount is almost equally interesting, whi¬ 
ther considered with reference to its mag¬ 
nificent remains of art. and its historical 
dolma, or to the great beauty of Its wild 
scenery, ami the reckless irihcs who seek 
iu died ter. Outlaws ami religionists are 
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the inlmlutonth of Gimnrj those, who liku 
the ,f:uiiWp practise a system of such exten- 
H-ive lienevuleiiciv that it hidmlt 1 ^ even ull 
tribes of animated nature, from the elephant 
to tin? ant i tuid such, whose hand is against 
ev ery man. and who, defying their country’s 
lavra, uxhd only by the merciless pillage of 
(heir fellow men. 

The scenery of the sacred mount is uu- 
equalled, even by the celebrated Ghauts of 
tin* OiH^kan. To the painter, anil ’the poet, 
it must ever pmve u source of Inspiration ; 
to ihe LUiflijujifijLiL ami philosopher* a scene 
for speculation ; and to die Christian 
visitor, u cause of deep regret, that no 
much which is beautiful both in nature and 
art, should be descended to the purposes of 
^false aitpt misguiding faith. It h impos¬ 
sible to leave the temples. filled with huge 
idols of tliis pagan worship, and standing 
upon one of the peaks of the sacred mount, 
a!Jow p die eye to fall upon the magnificent 
scene around, vvidmut a feeling of some- 
thing like wonder arising, dial men who 
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first scaled this mighty eminence, and tr**d 
its pathless solitude*, diould haveheen the 
builders of H Idol dwelling*;” while evm 
tree, and rock, and cloud in nature’s realm*, 
might, in ihis wild spot, have inspired a 
purer worship, and taught, that the prayers 
of man would U‘ most suitably poured 
forth, amidst the glories of an Limvatled 

temple, 

___** Tbm 1 to swk 

Hie spirit, in hfliiowf sJinneft ® wpai 

Uprenfed of human Imxula. 
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COtJUT OF HIS HIGHNESS T1IK MUWAUB, 
- M Ihnsffr* and blacky jmd such like thing* dint 

pin 

Tlieir bread ns ministers tmd firstmrUr*—mingbd 
tJwtn 

Ai jiltntiful 03 in a ciHirt t or fiiir. 

Byron - 

During out residence at Jmmgarh, we 
occupied a Serai* appropriated by hi* 
Highness the Nuwaub, for the reception of 
stengew. The principal bungalow h large, 
and commands an extensive view. The 
centre apartment h limit in the native 
taste, wit I tout windows, whose necessity is 
replaced by wooden folding doors, opening 
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upon small stone verandahs, This plan is 
peculiarly inconvenient, ast the inhabitant 
is compiled hr remain exposed to either 
min, cold, or hot wind, nr exclude both 
light and air from the apartment. For¬ 
tunately, the sleeping-rooms, in addition to 
loiv clumsy doors, possess small square 
* windows with iron gratings, which “‘bint 
a sufficient circulation of both these great 
necessaries of life. Curious native paintings 
cover the walls of the apartment; and to 
judge by the profuse display of jewelled 
Rajahs by the native artist, princes must 
lrnve been ai a discount in the town nf 
Junagarh, 'Die court-yard, and verandahs 
of the Serai, we found fully occupied by 
travellers, Arab guards, and horsemen. 
The confusion commonly inseparable from 
a native crowd, increased by strings •>! 
frolicsome horses, pickethsl bdew tin? " Wi¬ 
dows. These ovetfed aibnitds, indulging 
fullv in the doles far ntente, were in tin 
acting capacity of jnohsuls, or lines' ; during 
the mijM>sition of a niuhaul, his higlm* 
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the Nuwaub Is const rub ictl to pay whatever 
sum [hit diem may be deemed sufficient, in 
urge his eojifomiaDrCe with the wishes of 
our government 

The windows of the send, look on a 
large garden. much resorted to by the 
towns-people* and the whole country ap¬ 
pear* like a rich forest! being thickly 
planted with fine mangoe trees, whirl), 
during uur uU}\ were laden with their 
luxuriant JmiL ■ 

Juimgarh is n ftlalmmmcdan town* con¬ 
taining ntaiut sixteen thousand inli&biUute; 
tin- streets are narrow* ami ilirfy, ami the 
houses ill-Iniill* It (tmm the capital of 
the territories of a Mohammedan irnle* 
pendent prince, who oppresses his sub¬ 
jects, and drains the resources of a fine 
country t in support bands of \ T mdi women, 
musicians, and mummers of every variety 

* V 

The Nuwaub only quits hrn much at >un- 
set. and poises the night in the most rie- 


* May. ii the liinrtfr&c scutm. 
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grading dissipation. His Highness It** 
<nilv four wives, which isibe allowed com¬ 
plement of Mohammedan eoniiubiality, 
but u htraglio of about fifty ladies. 

The cliiiraoter of a prince, gives its lone 
la the court, and the ministers ; milder to 
their mnMe/s vices; in addition, the Nu- 
wsnah entertains :iliugc number <.f Chebfaa, 
nr favourite attendants, nil worthies and 
dissipated men. A party of these people, 
attired in the first style of Mohammedan 
dandyism, made their salaam* to ns the 

dav after our arrival, mid oflcml all sorts 

of attention and service, conveying o&o the 
request of his highness that we would at¬ 
tend his Durbar the same evening, when I 
should be afforded the much desired gran- 
firaiinti of an IntHMluetlon to the harem- 
The situation of Jmagurh, render* it 
veiy little visited by strangers; the native 
sodetv, therefore. retains its most peculiar 
habiu, unmodified by foreign intercourse; 
1 consequently eoiuddCTwl myself fortu¬ 
nate, in the opportunity of becoming ne- 
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quoin led with the manners of its inhabi¬ 
tants In pri i ate life* 

About nine in the evening, a party of 
the Nu waub's attendants, torch bearers and 
others, accompanied us to the palace* 
which in situated in the centre of the 
town. After passing the Arabs* guarding 
the entrance* we were introduced to 
a verandah on the ground floor, where 
sat his Highness the Nuwaiib, surrounded 
by crowds of Mohammedan courtiers, 
torch bearers, and chob-dars, die lost* 
loudly rehearsing the qualities and dignity 
of the Prince. 

The Nwaub. a short stout man of nhout 
' * 

forty years of age, with a peculiarly fair 
complexion, slightly marked with small- 
pox* was simply attired in a fine white 
muslin turban and ankrika. 

lib hear, the young Prince Ah sued Shall 
Bawamere, n fine intelligent looking Sjoy 
of twelve years old, sat on a cushion at 
Ills father's feet; and with bis sword 
smartly sheathed in green velvet, bis 
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crimson nfid gold turban, suid n itulituiy 
swagger, which his attendants had laboured 
to produce, he ftsilly appeared a miniature 
Prioce of considerable promise. The 
Nuwanb placed me on life right hand; but 
ihe heat, the glare, and the din of Natch* 
.women mid attendant*, *as altogether 
bo overpowering, that I could with dilfi- 
eidtv understand the dignity of my posi¬ 
tion. 

A Natchworrum of considerable skill, 
hut most particularly hideous, vus. viith a 
voice 11 which dove through nil the <tin/ 
screaming out some verses of a Persian 
song, in most discordant, and ear-piereing 
tones. However, ns the perfection of good 
Hatching consists, in the perfect unity 
preserve*I between the feet and hands or 
the dancer, and the time of her aeeompoiw- 
mem, and as it was in thin ease lulniimbk. 
the duiisw(me gained proportionate applause. 

After an hour passed amidst the stunning 
diversions of his Highness* Durlmr, I 
requested pennfewHi to enter the haiein. 
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Emerging from the veraruLdi into the 
ojien court-yard, a slaw raoducted me 
up a flight of steps* into a room,. lille^l up 
to resemble a tent, and from thence mto 
flic apartmenta appropriated to the harem. 
The first, was a spacious hall, surrounded 
with lights, but otherwise iiidurmsht-d 
and from this, I wm ushered upon a 
apaelpus terrace prepared fur mv reception. 
The floor wm covered with Hue scarlet 
cloth, and the low pampet wall 3imi m: 
with Persian carpeia. Chairs were ranged 
along the centre, and slaves 1 rearing 
torches, stood upon die edge of die carpet* 
The wives of his Highness advanced to 
meet me* magnificently dressed, and 

Ida^ing w i tli in rable j c wcK Sea I in g 

me upon the centre dmir, they drew the 
others. room 1* unit began to chid, on various 
iiibjei ts* with great good nature, :uirl 
much TOurtwusness of manner* The 
principal wife, the Rahil Buckle, wins giKKl- 
looking, and about four-aiid-twenty years 
of age; her maimer was lively, her con- 
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vewition unusually intelligent, and her 
round fni face iitfldialetJ with good 
humour, The second jfldy, the Dome 
B«>bee, had the air* of u coquettish trod 
spoilt beauty, her dork languishing eyes 
tendered still mote attractive In a very 
judicious upplication of tlie radiance- 
giving Soonmiy,* aud her hernia tinted, 
and delicate Utile feet, appearing to snstnio 
with difficulty, the weight of her p«ifl* 
embroidered slipped. The Ameer Buckie 
was a staid person, richly dressed, but 
without any personal attractions; and the 
Buebec Bhoe, was absolutely frightful* 

The ladies wen* attired in u similar 
costume, of Kiuenub trowiem, tight ai div 
ancle; a full, richly embroidered satin 
petticoat, with a little cbolah or hoddiee, 
ond uTtaroe of coloured gamse, erabr^kreil 
with gold flowers. TMr gl«*> hiur * 
simply braided across the forehead, was 
adorned with strings of &« purl = “tout 
a dozen costly necklaces bung over the 
* Antiniuuj 1 
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cholnlfy of each, and the ear-rings, toe* 
ri ngH, nose-rings, bracelets, and an dels, 
were innumerable- 

The Beebets had mu, on any previous 
occasion,. met a European lady, and they 
perplexed me with question* upon our 
manner* and habits of phasing lime. They 
expressed particular interest about our 
fancy works, of which Mohammedan 
ladies are great admirers. The flahit 
Buckte desired her slave girk to bring 
some chokhs of her own embroidering* 
which displayed greut ingenuity, neatness 
and Utste. After chatting for some time* 1 
suggested the necessity of a return to my 
party, who I concluded were wearv of the 
Nuwaub’s method of she wring them atten¬ 
tion. On this hint, pan Mii|?arrcg appeared, 
upon^upefhlj chased stiver trays, covered 
with crimson ami purple velvet napkins, 
embroidered with gold, and edged with a 
deep gold fringe. 

The usual quantity of dry suporrce nut, 
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pan leaves, and spice, barlug been depo¬ 
sited on my lap, mid my luckless apparel 
deluded with samM oil and rose water, 
each of the ludiei throw a wreath of 
M Agree tiowere on my neck, and pressed 
me to visit them on the following day, 
proposing to accompany me to die 
NiiH imb's favorite gulden, at the toot of 
the Gimar. 

Anxious of course to cultivate die ac¬ 
quaintance of my gentle friends, 1 readily 
actpiiesced, and descending to join my 
party in Durbar, we all relumed, gratified, 
and fatigued, to die Serai. 

'Hie following morning at eleven. Sheik 
Mahmoud, the favorite Chelah of lus 
Highness, summoned me to die hsnem, 
and mis accompanied by an atte ndan t, 
laden with fine mangoes, os un offering 
from the Nuwaub. On entering die palace, 
1 did not os before visit the public recep¬ 
tion rnouis, hut was received by the Rahil 
Buckte at Lhe door of her own apartment*- 
Her attire was little less splendid than dial 
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worn in the cvuuug, for the ladies of ibr 
cast, mil v happy m 1 w *i 11 ^ well attired, have 
not uuv r niee distinctions l>etween ihe fitness 
iif parfcuLurtoilettes ; tlie ease, and simple 
beauty of a morning dedinbilk, wind) 
ilistiiigujfihfs our English t juste, b unap- 
predated; and si sun* whose 

hr-aiLLrt pierce the jalousies of an eastern 
haivnit binges on flittering jewels* which 
with iiSt an? considered fit only for the 
glare of fesiiil lamps k 

Surrounded by slave girls, till chatting 
merrilv together, sit id aoiM with their 
infants in their arms T we precis Jed through 
a sail of several apartments to the Beebiv’-s 
tfiuliig rooim There was an air of privacy 
and quietnesSi ultout this little Molnuti' 
rnetIan boudoir, pardcukrly infltSng ; stud 
while its arrangementpromised an unusual 
degree of comfort, a free circulation of air 
w 8b insured by Its height* Numerous 
windows of wrought stone work which 
surrounded it, afforded tlie fair innuitc u 
charming view of die sacred inoiiin. itJid 
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tlu- Hue minarets of the neighboUEtog 

amejids, towering above the iiuiiestk- trees 

which skirt the town. 

Seated! next the Rahh Buckle, I bad full 
opportunity for admiring the te*te vnllj 
which her apartment was adorned- The 
ihs>r was covered with crimson cloth, 
over which was tightly 8t™n«l Huen of 
spotless purity; end the ceiling coneculeil 
by a fine white doth, embroidered with 

gold SUITS, the produce <>f the relcbmt.ti 
looms of A tuned abaci. A neb border 
wrought in gold represented a oormce, to 
the edge of which was attached a flounce 
of crimson and green silk. From die 
corners depended green gk« lamps; and 
on one side of the floor, rested u pfle > ■ 
cushions, covered with a Palampore, °r 
coverlid, of Tv rtari purple, brouicred am 
fringed wil l, gold. The clours, though so 
varied, were harmonious, arelthccombumd 
effect was one of richness, rather turn 
gundy display- The walls of the apart¬ 
ment, beautifully whitened, were derated 
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with Chined paintings, and looks tig-gins sc® 
in gilt frames, while t lie spaces were wen- 
pied witll little gold and silverGoUuibdanis.* 
and enamelled totalis, suspended in l*eftd 
nets. 

As the Bet-bees Mchtah or steward 
was present, a fine gray-bearded intelligent 
looking man,' I ventured to enquire what 
were her pecuniary resources, us I felt 11 
little anxious on the matter of Mohamme¬ 
dan husbands' generosity, and tine weighty 
affair of pin money. 

'Flic Rohit Bnckt£ most unreservedly ex¬ 
plained, that on her marriage, file Kuwait li 
had Ivstowed on her a gras or estate, fon- 
Histing of eight villages, which -die forms 
on her own account. The chief produce 
consisted of mangoes, but the value of the 
villages* varied; the whole seemed to 
average, about ilirtv hundred rupees, or 
thirty poandfi, a month. 

Tin- Rahil Buckle proved herself during 
nnr conversation, to be a good woman of 
• Ecsf-iratcr tprinklcra. 
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business, ipiite an fait on. the subject of 
gmiiL. ploughs, nuuigoe trees, et cetera, 
fpijn which her revenue is derived; large 
ledgers, written in the Guzzcratee choree ter, 
were produced, ond particular readily 
referred to, in explanation of die subject. 
Her estate, the Beebee told me, was situated 
between Junagsrb and die si. 11 , where die 
country, from its natural fertility, was 
called the Neil Nagir. or land of die blue 
waters. The Habit Buckie is considered 
a miracle oflearning by the inhabitants of 
the harem; site reail* and Vp'rite* Persian, 
Guzzemtce, and Hindoo*. which she 
acquired from her father* priest or y^. 
when a little girl. The Nuwanb had 
married her as u widow, which is a very 
unusual circumstance in Mohammedan 
families. 

Fully aware of the strict system of se¬ 
clusion which form* the ctUjucUe of the 
harem, I was surprised to find her Mehtalt 
mlmitted to her presence; but she said, 
with the Nuwaub’s family, it was usual to 
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receive jHgBotwl attefiilaats cf liitlier sf-v ; 
bat (hat tlif flerritors of one Beebte, were 
excluded from the njiartnwntii of ihe reit, 
if of the forbidden sex. 

The Beebee chattered a great deal, and 
made rnanv enquiries into our euslonis 
of marriage, baptism, ant 1 dress* Her 
grimi curiosity* however, seemed tu I* 1 
awakened on tlie peculiarity ofotu* owning 
the rule of i l female sovereign; and she de¬ 
sired to know whether our queen* pow er 
was great; whether she snt supreme upm 
Ole gaddee, nr throne of England ; Whe¬ 
ther she rude on horseback* as t assured 
her w^s customary amongst English vo- 
men ; and whether her Majesty showed 
herself in open dtttbar amongst the men- 

She seemed u little iucrednlous when ! 
told her the power of mu queen far ex¬ 
ceeded that of Alin Bhye, and that sin 1 v ^e* 
more learned,uton- besutifnl^and more wise 
than the celebrated Noor Jcluui- I he 
Rail it Buckle then enquired wtout jewels 
our great Ranee wore* Anti when I de_ 
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scribed the countless ilLuuonAi which 
adorn the royal mown and stomacher, 
the Beebee* the slate girls t and lb? grey* 
bearded MetnJi, all, wills one impiilNe, 
lifted up their hands, exclaiming “ Allah 
Knreem ! tmi ust?" (God is merciful! hm 
run this be?) TheBeubees surprise sub- 
Hiding, ^lie insisted 141011 writing the 
ipimi'H name in the fly-leaf of her Koran ; 
but the Guzzmtee language not possess¬ 
ing the necessary V, a H bocfimc the 
acting capital, and our royal lady ^ name 
most grievously transformed* 

Tlie Eidiit Bitckte accompanied me to the 
apartments of the languid, but pretty, Do¬ 
ric Bucbw* It is well arranged that the 
wives of tlie Ntiwaub have ail separate 
apartments; which prevents domestic bick¬ 
ering, and the exhibition of many of those 
til Lie arts, practiced by ladies, whose leisure 
affords iTipfl cibuijilnnl time to become pro¬ 
ficient in the science of ingeniously tor- 
in tilling. Here file fair rivals never meet, 
or even hear of each other, unless &®ttt the 
TOl. II- F 
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prattling of slaves. 1 asked the R*W* 
Bucktfc, on our way to the Dosie Beebces 
apartments, whether she liked. or «'»* in¬ 
timate with, any of the other laities j but 
slm said. ".No; they were too Idle and 
illiterate to be agreeable friends. 

On our entrance, we found the beauty 
seated upon ft silver su ing, in the centre 
of her apartment, reclining <m a pile of 
eQBhions, and smoking a rich silver hookah. 
The swing was suspended by silver 
r]tains to the ceiling, (ltd tin old shoe, 
squatted on the floor, kept it in gentle, 
hut perpetual motion. The BeelieeN at¬ 
tire. Weis composed of a petticoat of tine 
Dacca muslin, embroidered with gold 
How'ers; tt crimson gauze saree shaded 
her soft checks; ami a row of large jiesii'l 
was entwined with the knot of gloss j, 
black hair, gathers! low, in theGreek style. 
From this, a double line of smaller pearls 
fell over the parting of the front hair, and 
supported a dazzling jewel, called a Tika, 
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fanned with large diamonds and uncut 
pearls. The Nutt, or nose jewel, was coin- 
posed of gem* of die finest water, lo match 
theTika, and beautifully set in fine Vene¬ 
tian gold. A string of pails was attached 
to this ponderous ornament, which, erod¬ 
ing ttie left cheek, hooked into thu Itair l\V 
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means of a small golden hook above iVie 
ear, and relieved the wearer from iU un- 
pleasant weight When this jewel is with- 
drawn, a small peg of lilack wood b 
placed iu the aperture of the no«e, to pre¬ 
vent its closing. 
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A very becoming ornament, worn by 
die Dade Rtf We, on her pretty hands, in 
a bracelet of diamonds, rubies, and eme¬ 
ralds ; to which a double chain suspemLn 
a brge star, which rests upon the back of 
the hand : to this is attached chains, which 
support elegant and prettily designed 
rings, worn upon the first, third, and little 
fingers, lending the second unadorned. A 
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flimttJfrti 

The mother of Ahmed Shah Bawanicre 
was present. She w engaged in tenderly 
jraremg n pretty t*b& about four months 
u]t\, its little face dimpling with mi'd^s o* 
if excited by the embryo vanity of being 
gaily decked with an si/ure velvet cop, 
embroidered with gems* 


similar ornament is worn upon the feet; 
each is valued at seven hundred rupees. 
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Tiila Ay t whose maimers are particu¬ 
larly soft and attractive is not the wife of 
die Nuwaub* but* m the mother of ids ac¬ 
knowledged heir, meets with great respect 
anti consideration. 

The Beebees are unblessed with off¬ 
spring | and a Indye love of the fickle Nu- 
waub p K p endeavours to enlist his feelings 
in favour of a child, whom she desires 
si i on Id succeed to ilie Gaddee, to die pre¬ 
judice of Ba women?* The court is thus 
tom by intrigues, in which the priesthood 
take an active |iart; fortunately, the Bee- 
bees espouse the cause of Ahmed Shall, 
tmd his interest m strengthened, by a Ix"- 
truthmenl having taken place between him 
and a pretty little maiden, the favourite 
niece of the Dosie Beeboe* 

An incident, peculiarly calculated to in¬ 
terest an imaginative min d- occurred uii 
this visit* The hoar of noontide prayer was 
approaching, but all were yet engaged in 
their secular affairs, The Ruhit Buckie 
waft eating pan leaves, a never-fulling re¬ 
source to a native lady 5 the Dosie Beebee 
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was chatting with me on idl sorts of mirth¬ 
ful matters; the little Bawamere, seated at 
\m mother's feet, was cultivating the in¬ 
cessant chuckling of his baby brothers 
half the slave girls had lain dawn, op¬ 
pressed with the noontide heat, nml (he 
rest were listening to the light tin Mings of 
a siturr, when the call of the Mowuzzin 
resounded from a neighbouring minaret. 
A momentary hush succeeded; all rose, 
mid, standing' with hands meekly fold* 1 
over their Worm, a chorus of soft voices 
res ponded throughout die harem , “ Allah tl 
Ukbar,"—God is merciful.* 

Sheik Mahmoud having informed ns of 
the readiness of die escort to accompany 
us to our fete dmmpetre in the royal gar¬ 
den, we descended to the camt-jnrel; Lhe 
Rahit Buclttfc, the Dosie Bcebcc, and Par * 
Bhoe, nil Muffling along, ^ rapidly as the 


• Thr Mf.h^mriUni Us« five f«™< ofprmvauKd 
Mu, the m**4in* hours. « Allsh il m* 
iht vwbpropvrw be oieJ at noon, and aw repnJrd 

filiLT tiling. 
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prospect of an agreeable visit could indu<v 
tlieui to do, despite the inconvenience of 
toe-rings, anrtets, and high-heeled slip¬ 
pers. 

Awaiting us, was u Unit, and a gaily- 
painted Palankeen. Du da Bime, with her 
infant, occupied the palkee; and the Bee- 
lieeji. with Bhawauicre. took possession of 
tin Run, I "-slowing tlienuelv. h upon piles 
of cushion*. The Rntt h a small descrip¬ 
tion cart, without springs, emumonlv 
used by native women in travelling. The 
Bt* hue's, ho wever, was an unvisual I v splen- 
did equipage. I la covering was of crimson 
doth, embroidered in white a ilk. The 
bullocks, pure white, and of the gigantic 
Gusijierat breed, were in the highest order; 
nod tlie already enormous horn* of each, 
lengthened hv silver tips, front which de¬ 
pended bunches of silver hell*. Silver 
pi-umrk* surmounted their brood foreheads, 
and lit dr bridles were Itossed with plates 
of the same metal; each leg ivas sur¬ 
rounded by u bangle of silver bdb, and 
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Merge sheets of crimson satin, embroidered 
with gold, covered them from tin* shoul¬ 
ders io the tail, and descended nearly to 
the ground 

All this tfplejidqur was admirable to he- 
hold | but I did not envy ihe curtained 
occupants of die Rulu ns T saw m Hprkig- 
fnmie jolted over the huge atones lying 
across the road, whilst 1 reclined fcommo- 
dioit.sly in my little travelling paknkmi. 
borne rapidly along by the hummulls or 
hlioies of the Nuwaub, 

Arab guards, horsemen* cbob-durs, and 
musicians, formed our escort - r and glad, 
indeed, was I r when etiquette forlxide the 
advance of these people fart-iter than ihc 
entrance of the garden* The Rutt and 
palankeen entered, ami were received by 
the chief eunuch, a handsome African, 
richly diessedt who is said to enjoy, Mi an 
eminent degree, Uu; favour of hi* prince* 
Beautifully situated, the garden is hud 
out, with line mongoe and guava trees, 

F 5 
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vine&j m ad pomegranates j the sweet mo- 
gree uniting with roses and the fragrant 
chum pa, to give sweetness to the air, 
Streams of water, flowing through the gar¬ 
den, itflord to the eye a sense of delight¬ 
ful coolness, unfit hy eons taut irrigation, 
preserve in perpetual fresh ness the rare 
plants of (lie parterre. 

Beneath a widely-spreading mangoe 
tree, laden with its gulden-looking fruit, 
w as, spread a crimson cloth, on w hich were 
pluc^l baskets of the finest fruits. Pome* 
grannies, with their rough and ruddy skin, 
guavas of a pale and tender green, bursting 
from excess of ripeness, plantains, in large 
and heavy bunches, water melons, and the 
dark and glossy jarnbu* surmounted hy 
wreaths of the pure white mogree, linked 
with the jotiqufl-colomed chumpo, and the 
gaudy blossom of the red pomegranate, 
In ten parsed with these choicely-laden bas¬ 
kets, were jewelled hookah*, Kmeuub 
cu&luons, silver ewers, ami drinking cups. 
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The Bcebees, enchanted with the free¬ 
dom they enjoyed* amused themselves 
with wreathing blossom^ which they 
threw un nsv neck/ and twined in Lheir 
own dark and glossy hid r- Wearying of 
this simple pastime, they chatted playfully 
together* adorned me with their jewels, 
and then laughed heartily at my encum¬ 
bered looks ; listened to the antigfl of a 
slave! accompanying herself on the Vitut, 
and then inhaled the smoke of richly- 
adorned hookahs, whose deJicatdj-sct-iitefl 
gome™ was temped by the finest rose 
water. An oriental Boccaccio would have 
been Inspired, by the luxurious beauty of 
the scene- 

On returning to the Serai, I found the 
Nnwauh's bird-catcher in waiting, to 
make his salaamHis Highness patro¬ 
nises all artistes of thin descTiptiou, and 
delights in the exhibition of their skill. 
Fighting mms T butisloes, ami even exas^ 
perated buds, form the usual amusement of 
tiiis dissipated prince# before the closing in 
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of evening, Introduces Iii.h Tuifahs,* uiusi- 
eiimH. and players. 

The bird-catcher brought a cage full 
oNighring partridges* andu link- parnquel 
of very finished education. As we desired 
tn see ivlml really were I he accomplish¬ 
ments of the little bird, and whether the 
feathered tribes of Junngarh were mi die ted 
to gambling, and played dominos and pi¬ 
quet tut well ns those of Germany. I begged 
the exhibitor to afford us a proof of his 
pupils' skill. 

Placing tlie paroquet upon the crocs 
pereli r>f a small stand, the bird catcher 
offered him a rod, with a wick attached to 
cither end. This the bin! gru*j>cd in the 
centre, with his beak, aud suffered the 
wicks to he lighted, dosing his eyes dur¬ 
ing the process, to avoid the glare. Hold¬ 
ing tin? tod firmly', he began To turn his 
head slowly from side to aide, as if to 

* Tuituli, a band} commonly ajiptied to Natel)- 
woricd, and tbtii aitmlut*. 
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ascertain ihe correctness of the balance. 
At length quickening the ninth m, lit- 
twilled the rod so rapidly, that if* fort n 
became lost to the eye, end nothing was 
distinguishable, but u circle of revolving 
light playing round ih«‘ head of the bird. 
It wm cleverly doiu\ hist the man assured 

AT 

me that a moiitlrs practice was sufficient 
to perfect any pam.it uf moderate rapacity. 

[ lint I never before seen so mischievous 
a little creature, as a paroquet, doming 
to he dossed with either the educated, nr 
the industrious woddng classes; their gay 
plumage p their c!mnorou> voices, and 1 la- 
gay sunny life, these little plunderer* kad, 
among ihe richest fruit trees of the country, 
murk them as the moat luxurious itilert 
of the feathered tribe. 

His Highness the Nuwuub expressed 
his intention of returning our visit m stale; 
and on- evening being fixed on for the 
occasion * the large mum of the Scnii was 
prepared for Ids reception, by removing 
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from it every article of our ruardiing fur¬ 
niture but the chairs, which were arranged 
in a single line, Opposite the grand entrance. 
At nine o'clock,, the firing of guns, and 
beating of tom-toms, the squeaking of 
tmmpets, and chattering of people, assured 
us His Highness had quilted the | white; 
in a few minutes, half a dozen breathless 
Chelahs announced that the arrival of the 
Nuwaub might be momentarily expected, 
and the room waa instantly filled, by » 
general rush of ministers, torch-bearers, 
couriieni, and ehob-dai s. 
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His Highness arrived in his slate pakii- 
keen^iim>Linded by horsemen, and fallow¬ 
ed by liali the population of Junagarh- A 
rich golden choir was placed in die centre 
of n ei r line of a humbler materia U and 
amid the roars of cliob-dais with in. anti 
the dm of tom-toms without, the Nuwoiib 
took his seat* with great ceremony* I tun! 
die honor to find myself between His 
Highness arul the brother of the Dosic 
Beebee, a wild young chief of Natm\* 
The romin irrBy Cbdahs* and attendants, 
ranged themselves in double sitting fih*s 
along the room, leaving an avenue between 
His Highness and the door. \\ c requests 11 
the company of die little prince A timed 
■Shah Bswamere, and after a short delay, 
he arrived. Richly dressed, with crimson 
velvet slippers, abundance of 41 Barbaric 
pearl anil gold," and gracefully holding 
his little sword* die bay walked up the 
crowded room* with an easy nonchalant 
* A town akutitEil About fifty nules from J au a ga rh. 
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air, heralded by a chub-dar, loudly repeat¬ 
ing bis praises, mid titles; the men on 
t*ithcr side o«if as he passed on, and 
joined in an affirmative chorus. The 
voting prince gracefully salaamed In his 
father, (o the Dewtga; or prime minister, 
and to the principal people present, after 
which he look his seat, with the most 
graceful self-possession, 

A Tiiifuli of Natch woman next exercised 
tlieir skill for our amusement. The pre- 
nu'ere danscuse, a lull and graceful girl, 
acquitted hersell well, and smig some 
Persian songs in exquisite time and tune* 
widt a pleasing modulation of voice, which 
was novel, tone being commonly sacrificed 
to noise, The girl was a nadve of 
Hyderabad, in the Dcekau, niul is enter- 
mined as a first-mte performer; and 
certainly this was tire first time I ever 

felt amused by the' exhibition of native 
daunmg- 

A much nion? rwivol railertaimuetii, how- 
tfler swmted ns —ji theatrical exhibition by 
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four accomplished Thcspianii. Scenery or 
fiUge effect \u* had none; but the whole 
was in tlit* very height of comic humour. 
The story of the farce selected waft, that a 
rich Patan chief. leading a peaceful amt 
happy life, with a single occupant of his 
harem, feels an irresistible desire to travel* 
andleaves Ids tender vrife, half heart-broken, 
but somewhat reassured by bis vows of 
eternal fidelity [ mounting his fiery steed, 
the chief sets out, and after a long and 
safe jiiofney, he meets a hitly weeping on 
die road side, and as a widow, imploring 
his svinpnihv ami protection. The Patau 
declares himself a bachelor, about to seek 
hh fortune, and not caring to be encum¬ 
bered; bat honied words prevail—bemurrii-a 
tile widow, and seating her behind him, 
re luma to his own house. In the recesses 
of the harem, we see his first wife sitting 
desolate on the ground, her saree drawn, 
closely over her fact* to conceal her grief, 
a,i ji] lamenting, in l ones oi sadness, the 
absence of her beloved lord. A servant 
tushes in, and announces hi® return; the 
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wife springs upland the faithless husband 
enters, care fully con et?al i ng Iiih rece n ( 
iiaprisition behind ihc folds of Ins travell¬ 
ing dress, 

A dish of rice (represented by si turban) 
is brought ijj + and the hunband and wife 
eit down, on the most lining terms, and 
commence their feast. A most absurd, and 
characteristic dialogue follows in which 
die Fatatk with all the empty bdaiting of 
a class, notorious for their Falstu IT-like 
cowardice, relates die imminent escapes of 
his journey, how he was attacked by rob- 
liens, and how the spear of their chief pnt- 
duced a dangerous wound, ere his sabre 
levelled him with the dust* and how prince 
and chiefs rivalled each other to do him ho- 
uour, for hm valiant bearing, essaying sis he 
told his vaunting talc, to conceal Jm starving 
companion, who sits crouching at his hack, 
and whom he contrives to feed, hy raising 
his hand in violent affirmation of Ida storvv 
and dropping some grains of rice into her 
open month. 

At length, discovery taken places violent 
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reproach follows; the first wife pushes her 
husband against the second, and the second 
returns him to the first, and thus the poor 
man is irun.lt; to rebound between his fair 
companions, until he falls to die ground 
exhausted, and tlie audience, amidst mars 
of lu tighter, discover die moral, which is 
somewhat singular for a Muhmtiuifdttn 
faret—die evil of a duplicate of wives. 

The hero of diis petite eniuedie, who 
was retiHy a mimic of considerable talent, 
albeit the ugliest, and almost the dirtiest 
mail I have ever seen, next gave imitations 
of birds, after the manner of a ziffle ur, ami 
that, most admirably. 

Seated upon the ground, with a saw* 
over his bead, he mimicked the Minar, with 
its conceited attempt at sting ; the Coluh, 
or Mangoebird; the Copper-smith, with its 
single, sharp, tapping note; the sweet gur¬ 
gle of the Bulbul, ami die caw of an ex¬ 
cited and angry Crow. 

Again, the same actor commenced u 
series of lung liable caricatures uf native 
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manners, and wHb ho other aid than n long 
red scarf, and bis own talent as a drOle, he 
earned you at once with him into the 
scenes he represented. Weeawa proud Pa¬ 
lau chief set out upon a restive Kattia war 
steed for Ahuicdabod; a Rajah smoking 
llis hookah in full durbar; a horse-dealer 
putting a bad steed; a dissipated chief, bar* 
gaining with a Shroff,* for lire disburse¬ 
ment of Ills debts ; nil eqitally just, as deli¬ 
neations of native character. 

The witching hour of night stole on, 
almost impt-rmvGd by ns, amused with the 
novelties of the scene; but tin- Nuwauh. to 
whom all pleasure now brought speedy 
satiety a» ihe punishment of undue indul¬ 
gence, called for liis Kuamuliqit, It appear¬ 
ed in a golden vessel, and was presented 
in a costly spoon rtf the same metal. .Sil¬ 
ver cups, filled with lire favourite sedative, 
were laureled to the courtiers; but native 
etiquette demands, that everv one should 
serve liis neighbour, rather than himself, 

4 A Mthe banter, a usurer. f Ljqiicded opium. 
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and the wannest friendship k shewn, by 
obliging liim to swallow more than he feck 
convent tut, 

1 hi the present occasion, every one dosed 
hk neighbour in the politest manlier. The 
mode of *upplying die Kiisumha, is also 
prescribed in the axle of Mohammedan 
eLLH[in fe tte. It requires, that the hand of die 
mao highest in rank, should be formed 
into a hi it low shape, and ill led with the 
liquid, which is then poured down the 
throat of the inferior, wlm exposes himself 
to the imputation of being both an ill-bred, 
anil an ungrateful man r if he uwallows leas 
Ilian three houd-fiUk* 

About one o’doek, Pin Supsuree an¬ 
nounced the Nttwuub’s departure; and llie 
Tolfahs, the mins trek, and the players, left 
us to the rare enjoyment of peaceful 
silence* 

Our Jtmag&rh gaieties were not yet con- 
eluded. The following day brought me 
an invitation to a LmrUdoe-lighb which I 
declined; but visited die Beebees daily. 
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every evening bringing nit? sweet garlands 
of mogrees, and piled baskets of delicious 

fruit, We ..ived visits constantly from 

the people of the town, and the ministers of 
his Highness ; amongst these Idistingttiah^l 
a fine Nagfr Brahmin. the late Dew an of 
the Nuwatih, I have seldom met with any 
Hin d oo bo liberal in his opinion & ok Ruth 
chorjee, or so well acquainted wiQj points 
of Eastern history, unconnected with le¬ 
gendary trash. 

In manner; the Dewanjee Is a well-bred 
courtier, dignified* graceful, and intelligent. 
His figure is tall, his eompTesnon remark¬ 
ably hb skin possesses that peculiar 

transparency, winch in advanced ago, so 
commonly accompanies high birth and 
gentle breeding. Of Mr, Elf dim* Lone, 
Rundioijee spoke with enthusiasm } and as 
u Persian scholar, appreciated fully the 
oriental learning of botli this gentleman* 
and Sir Joint Malcolm, who was also per- 
Son ally known u1 him, Although himself 
a Nagir, the highest daas of the Endirm- 
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meal priesthood, Runehurjee possessed u 
gm&p of HiUffleet, which, whit he preserved 
inviolate the strictest observances of his 
religion, induced him to admit the evident 1 * 
of nature* and consider many of die le¬ 
gendary tales of die priesthood, aw cun¬ 
ningly devised fables, 

^Speaking of the grail blow the boosted 
antiquity of BnJmnnkai elirGiioIogy hud 
so lately received .in the ilecyphercd inscrip¬ 
tions of Gimor, Runcborjce observed j "The 
rocks, the trees, the rivers I behold, and in 
them I see the hand sd God; but lor die 
vedits, the pamn&s* or any of the written 
works of man, who can trust them ? My 
religion consists in doing my duty to my 
Creator, and acting ht uevoleiitly to niv 
fellow men ; who does this, does w til, 
be he Moslem, Hindoo Bwddist, or Chris¬ 
tian/ 4 

Here, ihen/was Runeh^ee, amwl at the 
same point of philosophy, the same condi¬ 
tion for admitting external evidence, as 
they of old, who reared a templej and do 



130 COURT OF liis HffrHNESS 

dicated h* ts to I lie iilltcnmvit God. + ‘ The 
light of reason taught hini Ui distinguish 
error, but truth vvilh yet hidden from his 
viif'W, My coDvefAatioiiA with my inlelli- 
gent friend, iinjured me to admbne* yet hall 
regrtd, dial his mind waa of such a calibre. 
V\ hen unusual faculties impel an indivi'- 
dual intellect U> outstrip the opinions of 
the tunes anti people among whom it is 
cast, little good can arise, unless its pm- 
d actions mil id pate the race of progress, 
anti become a henenu to light uicn tin wards. 
Ilunchorjw is Numnindeil In drrnm statin a, 
all opposed to such a result; by reflection, 
stud y, and earl y i n 1 1-ret 1 11 rs i ■ w i 11 1 : fe w r 

dUtuigmshed. Europeans* he hws acquired 
a reaped for learning, a taste for the so- 
c-iety of learned men, and some knowledge 
of the laws of governments and societies j 
yet as a Nagir Brahmin l, he ts hound to 
support the prejudin_n of the people, mid 
in conform, both pemmaDy* and in his 
family ariuiigemcntfl, with die strictest 
rules of his caste* In Jimaglmr he is 
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witliuiit any society but that of his infe¬ 
riors, both in rank anil intellect; Without 
atiy attendant circumstances, to alleviate u 
-yeri,is:on from all sources of general infor¬ 
mation. His family are of course total! v 
ignorant; and Rmithoijee s parity, and 
iiigh-ndndcdness, does not permit him to 
compound fora punchy o [general interest 
uiifl recreation, l>y luxurious self-indul- 
gence, I ims Rumhorjee remains, admired 
liv his superiors, solitary amongst his 
equals : renouncing evil, hilt unable to dis¬ 
cover truth; his opinions wmped hv his 
prejudice*, at the same time that his intel- 
let'l warns him of llieir falseness. 

As my present visitor was morally great, 
the next was physically small; in truth, a 
must, good-natured little Hjioeimen of ab¬ 
breviated nature. Our people htul dis- 
covert'd anil introduced him, knowing mv 
Ion- nf curiosities, whether nrdiiterturu] or 
ha man. My little visitors name was 
Ramjet 1 ; his figure wils free from all de¬ 
fects. his countenance agreeable, and his 
VOL. II. D 
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head well-proportioned ; his age forty- 
five, his height thiea-feet-eight, the length 
of his foot seven indies, and his hand four 
and a half. His parents lie described as 
tall, and Ins family consisted of live bro¬ 
thers and sisters, who died in infancy, lie 
was bom at Elicbpoor in the Deckan, and 
had travelled on pilgrimage to D widen; ids 
caste was that of a Salee,or weaver, and he 
stated his capacity for eating a very ex¬ 
cellent dinner, and of walking the enor¬ 
mous distance of seventeen coss, aSjoul 
thirty-five miles, a clay. 

The next party given In our honour, was 
held at the house of Dnda Bhoe, where we 
were to meet his Highness the Xuwftub. 
We were received in an open court, spread 
with crimson doth, and brilliantly lighted. 
Afa r remaining litre a short time, I was 
summoned to the private apartments. Dndu 
Bhoe was simply attired in a crimson silk 
saree, witli no other ornament than a richly 
jewelled nose-ring. It b curious, that the 
Beebee# only, are permitted, w ith the ex¬ 
ception of die Nutt, to wear jewels set; the 
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rank of tlit: wearer being distinguished by 
peculiar styles of personal ornament, Datk 
ithoe, presented me with abundance of 
sweet blossoms, tastefully wreathed, aa 
punkahs, necklaces, bracelets, halls, and 
even rings, The little prince was seated 
at his mother’s feet, and his fine eye* *wmn 
with tears of tenderness, as she smiled at 
the eagerness of his remarks. 

Poor woman .'—the sensual and eapri- 
rious Nuwaub hud treated her, of late, with 
coldness anil contumely; he allowed her 
a pittance of two hundred rupees a month, 
hut refu mil to see her, or provide for her 
infant child. The Chela!is intrigued to 
ruin her still more in Ins Highness's opb 
liion, anil, but for the protection of the 
Bn.'bees,slie would have been heart-stricken 
indeed, (»untie, loving, and patient, as she 
Seemedt r ' ! ‘Jse but the mother's feelings in 
tlte heart of Dada Bhoe, and her large eyes' 
sparkling glance, told, that the spirit of a 
bereaved tigress would be meek, compared 
to die energy with which she would nerve 

G 2 
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herself lo support the birthright of her be¬ 
loved son. H- r gn in hope seemed to rest 
In the protection of (lie British government, 
whose influence with the Nmvaub, should 
he paramount 

On returning to the court yard, I found 
it Pilled with minstrels , mid a man colled 
Nnssecf Khun, singing some Persian love 
songs very admirably, He ueeumpanied 
them upon the vina; hut also played 
with great taste and execution upon an¬ 
other Instrument, resembling a large Nea¬ 
politan guitar, hut played with a bow. 
Tin- howls of these iustriiiients were formal 
of gigantic gourds, painted green, and 
richly gilt. The figure-board of one, whs 
curved upwards, and finished with a large 
figure of a peacock, with it? fan extend ml. 
The instruments were splendid, and die 
artiste's skill worthy of (hem; Nueseer 
Khan, was certainly the Huerta of Junu- 
garh. 

I liar) decided, that my last visit should 
Ire paid to the family of my fine old friend, 
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Rijnchorjee Dewan, As my own palan- 
kt/en had been sent a march in advance* he 
cwmeowAtf sent Jib own for liiy convey¬ 
ance. It was a 1tunny and wdl-cuihmued 
a (fair, gorgeously decorated ; and between 
t.liM front vviiidi i\v.h p WEiHiin image of ,! Ganeflu 
the Sublime*” with a favourite rut, as his 
emblem of superior wisdom* flmirfiorjee 
received me sit the entrance to hm house, 
mid conducted me into an inner chart, 
Jaiioilcd with tn j 11i h fc which supported line 
vines, whose rich fruit depended in em- 
purpled dusters; between the leaves, were 
cages of loorics, and gaily pLumaged par- 
fOln* douhlles.s sadly tantalised with the 
ripe feast, from which their prison bon 
restrained them. As the luscious gifts uf 
nature thus formed our canopy* the fine 
produce of iJte carpel looms of Iran, were 
spread beneath our feet, anti mummers and 
musicians collected for our nmuaemenL 
Among the crowd of friends who had 
gathered round Runchogee on this occa¬ 
sion, I thought he appeared particularly 
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misplaced* His intelligent, and high¬ 
bred look; his graceful manners, dignified? 
and full of repose, vet softened by fin in¬ 
expressible sweetness f his fair fate, slight¬ 
ly furrowed with age; utm t Im large black 
eyes, lustrous as burning lamps, illumined 
by die fire of intellect within, made him 
appear to me* more like one of the fine 
old Italian \m tilings of die papal priest¬ 
hood, than, as he was, the head of a sect 
of ignorant Bodmin js ; aod more suited 
to shine as the acknowledged patron of 
jioets, men of ecknr-e, and literary genius, 
than tu hu tlic minister of a bigoted and 
profligate barbarian. 

The dour of tile court, in w hich we w ere 
all assembled, community ted with another, 
which di vidad it from the pri vate apart 11 iei i te. 
The Nagir-Bndimius are eminently strict 
in all that regards religious tenets and ob¬ 
servances—die quality of their (bud, their 
rules of tnteteotuie with stimogera, and 
the seclusion of their women; I ihereJbre 
considered it a very great privilege to be 
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peonitted an entree into the harem of a 
Nagir family. 

On entering the court, where the women 
had long ussccnbied, with the most anxious 
curiosity, to see n being differing so com¬ 
pletely in complexion, dress ami tnauner, 
from them wives ; 1 was instantly sur¬ 
rounded by four generations of the De- 
Wftnjce’s family—his wife, tils daughters, 
his grand-children, ami his great grand¬ 
children ; tile Juru, * u fine old lady of 
seventy, hud been a bride at Ten years 
old, and the youngest of die family hud 
not vet seen the revolution of a month. 

■fc* 

The women were all gentle—a surpass* 
ing ehami in womankind ; and some, very 
Mr jmd lovely* They were attired in bod- 
dices* petticoat and sarees of their own 
embroidering; and it struck me* that ma* 
marine blue P seemed their favourite colour. 
Their jewels were costly, and oil wore the 
Tibs and Nutt- The children were .ill 
simlea and good~nalu re; and there Was 

* A Nnjpr marries but one wife, who h ftyl*d 
Jam. 



128 court nF HIS FHGFTNESS 

aom^lhing affectionate, even in the tench 
of their tin y so ft handik Their a l ate 
seemed one of primitive innocence; diey 
knew nothing to regret; (lie earth might 
have it* flowers, nml the heavens it* star*, 
md Hie spirit of man might \w loosed 
with the thousand riimhu and lean* thru 
society fcora on it, but they knew it not; 
these gentle being* lived only in the ex¬ 
ercise of the simplest domestic affections, 
and living were blent* The voting 
mothers, and the smiling maidens* had 
never crossed die threshold nf their father’s 
house; uml die vcnenibln Junt Imd grown, 
from a sutiny-hxured bride to u I ottering 
matron. surrounded by the nulls of her 
h 1.1 si mud's home* No pleasure distract 
thenp! no cares ;ippnl—their ideas of the 
world sold its society» sue hounded hv the 

lowering summits nf I n mar, am i the cor¬ 
don of their domeatie circle. Their mode 
of living, in simple as their thoughts, 
iliey deep on mats, spread upon native 
bedsteads of the commonest construe lion ; 


the NUVATTft, 


129 

parched grain Ls their daily food, and water 
their only bererage. 

Humility, it would he imagined, would 
he the leading principle, in mhirfo educated 
by simplicity mid ubstinenee* Not so; the 
Pride of caste in the Nagir women ia pry- 
dominant* and prevents their visiting the 
wives of their prince, whom* m Muhiun- 
meduns, they consider to be iiiifncasiU’ 
ably their inferiors. Ail learning they are 
ignorant of; it is enough that they are 
Brahmin women, and of the lulnilv of a 
Nagir; in this distinction, lx concentred 
every thought- They can imagine no- 
thing wiser, greater, or hotter, hi the uni¬ 
verse; and pride of birth to them. Is the 
one thing needful, the abundant satts- 
faetiom 

It has been my good fortune to Lave 
seen much of native noddy amongst the 
gentler sex \ but J have never met with si a li 
total absence of both information ami i n- 
riosity, as in the family of Rnnchnrjee- 
They arc degraded indeed to a state of 

G & 
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mere animal existence, the only luxury of 
which, is the Hunted exercise of domestic 
affection. Their ignorance probably ap¬ 
peared more striking, as compared with 
the refined tastes of the Dewanjee himself; 
and it was truly grievous to observe, that 
the prejudices of sect and country * should 
erect such powerful barriers against family 
sympathy, ami so humiliatingly degrade 
one sex, as even to render them incapable 
of understanding, that the other could 
possess wisdom. 

I found it a hopeless task to endeavour 
to interest beings whose lives were so pri¬ 
mitive, in any of the customs of the world 
about diem; a certain numbered simple 
ideas mint exist in die mind, before com¬ 
plex ones can he intrtM hired s or formed; 
and even these, of the quality 1 mjirirecU 
were wanting ; m f in my own defence, I 
commenced trn-making, endeavouring to 
afford a practical ill u stratum of die dis¬ 
tinctions between the chemical processes 
of decoction, and infusion. The Dew an- 
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jee had, when on a visit to USj expiated 
a wish for some tea, which I sent him; 
w,d he complained that it did not at ad 
resemble in taste some which he had taken 
on die recommendation of Sir Jolm Mai- 
oohn, | fancied my friend'* Capacity fur 
enjoying this pleasant beverage, ltad been 
lost in the lapse of time, until I discovered 
(hat his da tig liter, having put a handful 
of my pekoe into a cooking utensil, with 
sugar, milk, doves and ginger, had boiled 
it for an hour together, and presented it 
(o her father, in a wine-glass, without 
staining I 

This sufficiently explained the mystery; 
find having obtained it teapot, b&nhdted 
tiie ginger and doves, ami substituted a 
oup for a wine-glass, Rnndiorjcc had 
again the supreme felicity of enjoying 
" the cups which cheer, bm not inebriate," 
Ah I inis about to leave the harem, die 
Dcwanjee’s daughters crowded round me, 
seLring my hands, ami using every term of 
sisterly endearment; and the poor old 
Juru laid her trembling hands upon my 
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head, and bade me, as her daughter* visit 
them again. 1 w much torched by the 
gentle sweetness of this simple family ; and 
on returning'to the DewanjeCj 1 expres^d 
the gratification 1 had fell in observing so 
Tnmi j nf die purest feelings of the fetiude 
1st an. fo full exercise amongst hi* family t 
notwithstanding (he limitation incident l«* 
their secluded state, 

A conviction of the sacred duty of pay¬ 
ing honour to parentis, is dianurteristic of 
the natives of the East; yet the generality 
of » virtue, does nut conduce to render 
individual graces les* phasing ; the ming¬ 
led tantieme** and respetf^ therefore, ob¬ 
served bv all tin? members uj die Dt.- 
waiyeeV family towards his poor old wife* 
struck me a* pemdiniljr charming. 

Jit the outer court, some players were 
introduced, but they were mere hit (loons, 
and the appearance of Pun Supurreetsoon 
afforded me permission to depart 

In returning through die town, 1 found 
the bazaars brilliantly lighted, and a bust¬ 
ling market held, noisy, with all the cha- 
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leriug of good dhnjnuan&hip. Cooks had 
established themsiJveH in die centra of 
the street^ and the air was redolent of 
weU-tpiced curry s, kabohs* and other 
Indn^g'.vrtronomic delicacies ; a hungry 
stranger 3night enjoy an excellent leant 
amongst die itinerant rtfKiumntu of Jmm- 
gliar. 


CHAPTER IV. 


THE DPAH ROTE AND DILI, OF TIT E 
DATAK- 


" Thurt 1 in n tempi* in ruin stands, 

Fisliitjui'il by Jrmg foTgwUcn hfmJn ; 

Two or time calumni, ul ui&hy it ittiuc, 

Mjirblu unit gnsuite, with grass o'er grown/' 

Utraos. 

Peeping from amidst the luxuriant 
foliage which clothes the suburbs of 
iunognrh, may Ire seen the time-stained 
walla (if an ancient Rajpoot eiuulel, which, 
Irearing the title of the Dpdl Koto, is in¬ 
vested with considerable interest Erected 
i [pan a sands lone rock, at an elevation 
more considerable than the modem city, 
this fort is not only itself a picturesque 
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object, but commtunls a magnificent view 
of Ciirnar, ami the neighbouring country, 
'iTie rock on which it stands, was originally 
excavated to form the walls. wh ich 
connected by substantial bastions, one of 
which is sixty feet in height. It js 
defended by a ditch, to the west and 
north ; and is, on the whole, a vciy fine 
specimen of eastern fortification. Little is 
known of the L*arly history of the TIpah 
Kole; yet that little, is replete with the 
legendary Ion? so charming in Indian story. 
It is laid, that about A.D. 1107 , ilandalik 
Rnjah,- a Hajpoot Prince, supposed to be 
the lost of the race, who bad possessed 
dominions in Surashtra for nineteen hun¬ 
dred years, resided at a town distant about 
ten miles front Junagarh. A sen unt of this 
prince, a simple woodcutter, prowling, axe 
in hand, about the forests of Girnar, disco¬ 
vered, to his astonishment. a fine fort, with 
bastions, moat, and gates, but uninhabited. 
Relating this strange matter to die Prince, 
Mandalik has lentil to ascertain its truth, 
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and indeed found, a $ his servant hud 
reported, a wonderful fortification upon 
the western side of mount Girpar, in which 
were vestiges of human indurations, and 
four well*, two of immense proportions. 
Mandalik iletefiiiMcd to make it his seat 
of government ■ ami ignorant of its pre¬ 
vious history, styled it, simply, Juiiagarb, 
or the old town. The prince did not, 
however., long enjoy Jus new poa session: 
iu AT). 1172 , sultiiu Mahmoud Bigarrah 
became infatuated with the desire of cap¬ 
turing Giriutf and Juuagarh ■ and after a 
great ex hi hi don of power, compelled, the 
submission of Maodalik* and obliged him 
to become a convert to the faith of Islam. 
Charmed with the exquisite beauty of the 
spot, the sultan determined to make it his 
favorite limiting seat, and built a new 
city, which he entitled Mustafa bad, since 
known as the modem Junngurh. In pro¬ 
cess of time, the fort of the woodcutter 
became deserted, and revived its present 
name of the tlpah Kite, or upper fort 


AND STILL OP THE DAT AH- 137 

T he keys of the fort ure + as si mutier uf 
ceramnuy, in the charge of lm Highness 
riit* Nuwnnbj hut he obligingly sent 
diem, with mi order for our admission. 
Timt t with Its lichens, gruaw, and clay, 
had liermetictiflv sealed the kr^tT gales, 
iiguinst the intrusion nf the stranger; bill' a 
sniull aide doorway, afforded egress tri m 
avenue, guarded by Mohammedan soldiery. 
Tlie fifftt object which claimed mir attai- 
tiiiD, was a huge image of Gane$u T smeared 
^ ith coarae red pigment; ami as if the 
Hculptof bad considered mirth in lie an 
attribute of wisdom p the Him loti Janus is 
represented in a slate of considerable, and 
happy inebriation j his goodly propor¬ 
tions, strangely contesting with the eras- 
dated appearance of the guards. High 
walls, which flank the amiu« f exclude all 
cirenlation of air; nature fakes herrerenge* 
mid few a[ij>eamnei^ can he more horrible* 
Ilian the pallid hue, the skeleton frames, 
and the protruding eyes of the men, who 
pass their days in this unhealthy spot. 
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Even in this trifling instance, die* apathy 
of the eastern character is observable. 
The sufferers are fully aware, that a few 
minutes 1 walk to the higher ground, would 
be repaid by the enjoyment of an invi¬ 
gorating breeze ; but they prefer wonting 
life, to making the necessary exertion* 

The fort con sains numerous remains of 
Its ancient babiUitiuELS \ stones differing 
from the soil* strew die ground,or lie m 
separate and considerable heaps; but the 
whole is tangled with jungle plants, and 
overgrown uidi leal!css Lrecs of the 
Sita Phul f or custard apple, whose small 
and stunted fruit, impoverished fur bek of 
irrigation, resoluble miller the ivory imita¬ 
tions for which Sumt is famous, than the 
living and luscious burthen of dun highly 
estimated contributor to a Mohammedan 
dissert* 

On the highest point of ground T re¬ 
mains a fine Jumma musjid, or Friday 
mosque - t the roof supported by lofty 
pillar, and the interior adorned with 
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highly polished, and richly chiselled nibble 
ttypU. The terraced roof commands 
an extensive view; mid from it t rise 
graceful minarets, twenty feet in height* 
This prospect is indeed lovely ; the 
wide plain of KiUtiwar p stretching away 
far m the eye can reach, intersected by 
sunny streams, and Topes* of luxuriant 
trees; the temple-crowned bill of Gimar r 
its richly wooded ravines, winding cause¬ 
way T and sacred rock; while below* rvsis 
the modem city p stirring with life, an if 
surrounded by rich and productive gardens. 
The only remaining object yet traceable 
in thrir original forms, are the wells men¬ 
tioned by tiie Surashtra historians, and a 
amnon seventeen feet long, mid five in 
dmtimference, which bears die tolerant 
Arabic inscription, that “Tins gun Will 
made, fur the extinction of all infidels,” 
The wel ls are curious, and distinguished 
as die Kiore t and the Bhowree, The 
Krone h excavated to a depth* it is danger¬ 
ous to contempkie; a shaft ram round 
* Topes i small pUatnUnm, or clumps of tnrs. 
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It ¥ irr in tin 1 mouth to the base, wiili 
windows looking into the well. Aperture 
are beared in its aides, fur the accommoda¬ 
tion i>f pigevsns; ami the disposition of the 
surrounding ground, induces die opinion, 
that tJiLs s[mx| was, in olden times, planted 
and adorned for the pleasurable recreation 
the MnhiiTfciiiiedaii primes of the V pah 
Koto. A fine bariii, w hich is excavated 
here, ami adorned with richly carved 
edge?, is said to have been used on fes- 
live occitsa 'iLs t to nsix the favourite Kumimba 
in; its size however* would l>ettcr suit 
h for a bathing place, than mi oriental 
punch howl. 

The Hhnwiee is a well of the usual 
form, with a handsome flight of steps 
leading down to it. Its walls arc hived 
and garlanded with luxuriant vmlurcj but 
lh* & water is still esteemed for it* purity 
and swectnesHk 

The relics of antiquity in the Upuh 

Kote are few; Inst its locale so id carle 

* " 

tiL^torj h f legemkiry ami obscure u> it is. 
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nlit'fls i>n the darkened nulla, anil rained 
atones of this old fortress, ttssocktiwis, 
"'I lii li- t-outlet ted with the discoveries of 
modem limes, are rife with interest. 

Another spot worth v record, in the 
□eighhoiirlioixl of Junagnrh> is held samil 

by tlie Mohammedans, os the lull of the 

Dfitiir, or giver. Hie suiuL whose reputed 
acts, east over it this odour of sanodtv, hns 
been, mnkr the tide uf Jernbl Shah, 
Iiunoiipw] with mioiajdiH in variuiui parts 
•of India, although of Smdbbui origiu t ami 
1 1 in cahuid/ed remains, reposing in (art, at 
Tati L The wofshippera of the DaUir, 
rduU*, however, that Jem ini Nlmh, travelling 
through Kattiwar. was charmed with the 
beau tv uJ Lh dr sacred hill, anil Isceme 
iixixii ins to build a hut, and establish him- 
Self i mi it. as 1 iih future resideuw.. A purtv 
of f aklrst reproad*ed P and ill-treated die 
holy man, who p wetuy of a world con- 
tainiug so little benevolence, deUTmincd to 
abandon it. Leaving his garments at the 
month, the saint entered a cave on the 
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summit of tin- hill, from whence lie ii t\3 
never since emerged. CoiisdenpMtricken 
ill this event, tlie offending Fukirt built a 
small* but hum borne cenotaph, to the 
memory of the injured saint* and laying 
lii-i garments iu order* worshipped Mm 
with the usual ceremonies. On the evening 
1 hut I selects l for my pilgrimage to the 
bill of the Datar, the sun was setting when 
we arrived at the cenotaph. Numcnma 
torches cast a fill! glare of light over the 
interior decorations of the holy place; the 
gilding* the [ooking-glawees ff tlie painted 
«gg^t tmdi the garments of the saint 3 ilume 
with ixnwonted brilliancy* and crowds of 
Mohammedans, were engaged in offering 
up their evening prayers. As each in di¬ 
vidual awfflded* they bent the knee, and 
prest their lips lo the steps of the venerated 
building; which service was rewarded, by 
tlie presentation to each, of a morsel of 
cocoa-nut* rendered sacred* by a momen¬ 
tary abiding tin the apparent tomb of ihe 
Dutar. On the tes tenor of the cenotaph* 
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are biiH|H?rwLi > iL hunches of various toys * 
tliest>p purchased by Mohammedan mo- 
iLern^ are supposed to ensure the well¬ 
being of tliL-ir oAspring* 

Facing the cenotaph uf Jemfal Shalt* and 
resembling it in form, is an endowed tomb 
called the “Datar Chdfth/'* surmounted by 
a richly gilt firnamentp and flanked by an 
e^ijuiiiiteiy wrought musjid* Surprised 
that the worshipping crowd paid it no 
homage, and that neither the oiloun of 
frankincense, nor the glim 1 of torches* mark¬ 
ed it m li venerated spot p 1 advanced to 
die steps, and over the richly chisdl&d en* 
trance, observed 11 block marble tablet, 
inscribed as w Sacred to die memory of 
Joseph Dykes, infant son of Major N. D. 
Bulkin tin c." The tomb* ami musjid, are 
expensive, ornate, and singular monuments 
of the oaten tutious, and peculiar feeling of 
a European father. Meeting litis mode of 
conciliathig native opinion. For twelve 
years, an allowance of two rupee* a month 

* Literally the i&jrtffid* or fiTorite of the Datnr 
vt Gifot. 
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is said to have been made, for flowers, ml, 
smd Iraukineeiise; and during this period, 
the tomb of Colonel Iliilksirin^s mn shared 
ccuifilileratioii with die cenotaph of Lite 
saint, but Liotli largess and worship have 
siiiLO been dkeontimietL 


tJvtcr C&tiah* 

The power of die Datar* is ^apposed to 
be peculiarly shown upon ilik apot i and 
his aid js here, it is lielieved* most success- 
fully entreated* Nitmerotw poor people, 
from all parts of Western India, when 
afflicted with leprosy, travel hither, and 
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enter in in 10 \vs to remain. until tin- merci¬ 
ful Datar vouchsafes a. cure. If their suf¬ 
ferings from thia cruel diseiise :iro of long 
continuance, suicide i n common] v the re¬ 
sult) the belief being general, that iu the 
event of n leper dying n natural death, the 
dJfieftw descends to his posterity, A few 
days before we visited the sacred hill, an 
aged leper desired jicnuiraiou from tile 
British mill k> rilies p n> east hiinsdf into the 
wot sit MiUigmle; this being refused, he left 
Jmmgflxhj and about three miles from the 
dl y f the iigut sufferer caused himself to be 
buriet I id h ik oi ily son, for w hose in i me¬ 
diate sake the act was ctimiuittah covering 
the grey hairs of lib ublk-nd parent, with 
an earthen water vessel, 

Ah ihe -shades of evening full over the 
wooded heights of die tiered lull of the 
Dntar P it is a touching sight, to sec num¬ 
bers of nine lad lepers, with *1 reaming hair, 
uud firmly clasped Immb, seated near the 
narrow pathways? “thfij- tmiaibiocl bodies 
rocking to and fro In the fervency of the 
von, it B 
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act, anil a murmureil, but earnest prayer 
breaking forth, that “ the merciful and good 
Du tar would restore them to their child¬ 
ren, lend tii their beloved, but L.ir distant 
homes / 1 Ip many cosea, twenty year* baa 
witnessed the same petition, yet heading 
comes nut Hundreds perish from cold, 
and disease, and many become the prey of 
wild leasts, who haunt die jungles of the 
mount Lions ure numerous, arid may 
constantly be seen, during early morning* 
or shortly after sunset, crossing the most 
frequented paths. 

The gentle m™ of our party, vkiting the 
Mon lit on a hunting expedition, in search 
*t( Ham bur, encountered a Yam of unusual 
wize, near the cenotaph of Jeiraiul Shalt, 
dose, In fact, to the public road. The 
noble brute paused to survey the group, 
anil no symptom of intended attack being 
apparent, moved slowly and majestically 
onwards, and wm lu&t in the thick under¬ 
wood of the nrighhourhig jungle. 

The Sam bur, which abound in die Gif- 
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oar a ml DiiIdj Hills, are vm beaut ifuh 
hot glngiilfLrly timid animals ; the natives 
sometimes stalk them, as Hit' huntsmen of 
Hie Highlands do the red deer of their 
native wilds ; but the method ml opted b y 
European ^]mrtsmen f h, to go late in the 
evening of a moonlight night, to the vi¬ 
cinity of wnu 1 clear mountain stream, and 
there, having previously erected a bower of 

leaves beneath the shelter of a widely* 

■ 

spreading irn, awuit the thirKting animals* 
when a well~diracU i d shot h sometime* 
suetessfub In tills rummer of conducting 
the sport, great pn?eiiiiliuti is necesmry, wi 
the slightest sound, evert the dick of a 
trigger, if nut muffled, will s-eud the whole 
herd of Hanibiir hounding I jink To the fast- 
nesses of dieir mountum home, and the 
mortified sportsman m constrained to be 
content for the rest of kin eager watch, lo 
$m u sounder of wild hog, or a few un¬ 
wieldy Neil Ghye, quench their thirst au 
the tenters of die fair stream, whose at¬ 
tractions promised film superior sjujrt. 

II 2 
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The horns of the Sombur, which art* 
sometimes found by the peasants in the 
jungles, art* highly prized, and wild for ft 
considerable price. Very few European 
gentlemen visit these Iiiils for the purposes 
of sport; os the Conti tribes, who Inhabit 
them, are sometimes roused by the report 
of a gun, and snlmnthe stranger from a 
distance, with a very unfriendly discharge 
of matchlocks, os he leaves his lair in the 
early morning. 

The favourite umnsemulit in Efitthvur, 
j, lion-hunting, mid die noblest of these 
brute* frequent the plains. Hunting ele¬ 
phants are kept by such as con aftbrd the 
immense attendant expenccs of fotxl and 
keepers ; but a reward oth n ii by govern¬ 
ment for the destruction of both* lions and 
Cheetahs in the province, has considerably 
diminished their cumbers. 

A notable elephant, now in Kattiwar, 
bins had fmir lions slain from its bock, 
without the removal of the howdih ; it lias 
lHt;n severely wounded in many engage- 
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ments, tuiil is now. by all lovers of ihis 
noble sport, appreciated ns » sort of hem 
in his way. 

The elephant is. perhaps, the strongest 
instance to bo found in the animal king¬ 
dom, of the power of fear in eon Iron ling 
the will. The Mahout governs n trained 
elephant, simply by menus of a small iron 
crook, which, when he requires the ani¬ 
mal to turn, he presses against die opposite 
ear. If lie Intends the elephant to stop, 
the driver presses the instrument oh the 
ventre of his head; mid llie regulated 
force of this act ion, comprises his power. 
Of die docility and instinct of die anim a l , 
mum ' anecdotes are recorded, and 1 shall 
enlarge them by one, for whose mitla ji- 
tii ilv, I have the authority of the. owner 
of die intelligent creature, of whom the 
story was told. My friend, uu officer in 
the Bengal service, possessed a handsome 
elephant, which lie was ueeUHtimnsci to see 
fed with a certain allowance of grain daily; 
business requiring his absence, he confided 
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the rant' of Ids favourite to a worthless 
keeper, win), in the interim* stole and 
appropriated a large proportion of die 
grain* intruded for the elephtots use- 
The pour animal daily grew more spare 
ami feeble, missing at his usual feeding- 
time, tin! abundant feast supplied by his 
kind and genera us master. My friend rtf- 
turned, hastened to hii stable, observed 
die emaciate] slate of Ins favourite, and 
haiiug had no previous reason to suspect 
the honesty of die servant, was at a loss 
to discover a cause for the evident altera¬ 
tion, The poor elephant, delighted at his 
masters return, tnuu petted bLs welcome, 
faked his trunk as a salaam, and moved 
about, affording ill his mute but expres¬ 
sive uumner, every demonstration of joy. 
His feeding-time approached, and die Full 
allowance of grain was placed at lits feet 
by bis dishonest and cruel keeper. The 
elephant, satis lied of his master's attention, 
Industriously separated it into two distinct 
heaps, uud having eagerly devoured the 





JlKP HILL OF TRE DATA FI. 151 

one, left that which remained, and quietly 
uni keel to the opposite aide of his stable. 
The truth thus conveyed by tlie ges¬ 
tures of the intelligent brute, flashed lipou 
the mind of hk master; the keeper, on 
being accused of the theft, und finding 
his unworthbiess exposed, fell at die feet 
of his employer, acknowledging (he ag¬ 
gression. 

An elephant Iwlonging to his Highness 
the Nuwauh of Jimogarh, was usually 
driven daily, into the neighbouring jungles 
of G inifir, to collect green boughs to sen e 
for fodder; with these, the animal would 
return to the court-yard of the Serai, and 
carefully unloading himself, pack them 
together for uite, in the smallest and most 
compact manner. If his stable-door re* 
iiialiierl elomd after the labour was con¬ 
cluded, he would pick up again one of die 
lightest mid freshest boughs, mid continue 
waving it,in his tnink, to protect himself 
from the attacks of the numerous flics and 
mosquitoes buzzing around. 


THE tTPAH KttTE, 

The Muli'-'Ul who li iil tile curt* of this 
intelligent and docile creature, frequently 
placed n 111 lie infant, about foiir-mouths 
old, ui the elephant's feet, with the injunc¬ 
tion of Klibber dab," (take care), and 
the command was never disregarded. The 
an mud would wave a bough over lire 
little child, as il laid smiling on tin? 
ground j anil if attempting to roll away 
beyond the spot where the father laid 
placed It. ihe elephant would gently- move 
it back ngnin with his trunk, menacing 
meanwhile every creature who approached. 

The native keepers of deplants, will 
not allow that the animals are influenced 
by the passion of fear; but declare their 
obedience to la? on impulse of gratitude, 
anti believe them to possess the reason 
peculiar to human nature. 

A gen l kin an, late in command of the 
BJieel Corps of Guzzerat, possessed a fine 
elephant, to which tbe Mahout was no 
crus loaned to relate Bhdts, us they on* 
called, or lung stories, width he declared 
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Id* favourite animal understood, us perfect- 
Iy a# himself, The natives are ceErbraied 
for their talents as recon ten rs; and since 
the time of Kidiehcnizade, thb seems to have 
been the favourite Indfon* as well as w Ara¬ 
bian Xighfcs T entertainment." 

AH native princes entertain Rhats, as 
iMir snvcreignfl of olden time did jesters; 
and among Lhe labouring elates, it b 
common to see half-a-dozen half-nude 
people, with bare bucks, but gaudy tur¬ 
bans, squatted, cowering round a bright 
wood fire, telling Bliiitei to each other, 
until gun-fire in the morning. The most 
absurd legends are remembered for the oc¬ 
casion, and if these fail, the hiatus is 
filled up with treasured anecdote# of the 
* f Soib Logue," a fertile source of raconiiiig 
to such of the peasants ais may have been 
brought into eonnmudtois w ith hlurupean 
residents. Gossip is certainly one of the 
dearest privileges of the natives of India, 

One of the most uncommon jicIh I have 
heard of, during my residence in the Eas% 

El 5 


154 THE UP AH KfiTE, 

was a young lion, which ray friend* Capt* 

S -> found sis a cub Ut I hr jungles 

of Knttiwttr As the little creature grew 
in stature und beauty, he displayed so 
large a portion of gentleness and alTeutioii, 
that no means were used to restrain him; 
and wandering about the Bungalow and 
compound a is u domestic favourite, lie won 
the aitndmient ami eottfideuceof every one 
around him, Tmc T a stranger sometimes 
started, on being ushered alone into the 
drawing-room, and oldening a young 
lion quietly repairing upon tlie Persian 
mg; hut his character was soon known, 
ami all admired the gen tle qualities of I he 
noble brute. On occasions of defection, 
anil backsliding, in his usual behaviour, 

Oipt, S—-would strike him slightly 

with a little tilling-whip, on winch the 
]>oor rreuture would rush into die dress¬ 
ing-room of his mistress* and cling round 
her feel for protection. When CapL ami 

Mrs. S- were returning from their 

evening drive, “Snap" would spring for- 
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nard nail leap into Use buggy, half-mad 
with the delight of a bunion* A I i tile 
bull-puppy was im especial favourite with 
Snap; jet sometimes* m they both lay 
hacking in the sun, Lhe little lion would 
lift his royal paw, and administer the 
mime to the poor pp, w ith ait empress- 
mom which sent him rolling along the 
grass. Thus matters remained until the 
highly favored native of the jungle wastes, 
attained some eighteen months of aige; 
when his master, having occasion to 
leave the station of Malligainn, directed 
« Snap" to be secured on a cart with lug¬ 
gage. Poor little fellow !——unfortunately, 
a few miles from the camp, Captain hi 
his buggy, passed him, and the attached 
anti excited little creature, springing for¬ 
ward to follow him, hung himself hi his 
securing chain. 

Cheetahs abound in Ivaitlw ar, and the 
M hiknm ta frequently bring them while 
very young into the camp of Rajcote, 
where they are sometimes kept as pets. 


tflf THE If PAH Kc'jTE 

A nest of four were brought to urn on one 
occasion, by si native huntsman, who hud 
discovered the little creatures in the Jungle 
depths, during the temporary absence of 
iheir mother. The eaptuied animals were 
about the size of a large Perakia cat, 
were very tdeek, hambiome in form, mid 
beautifully marked; and as they lay 
rolling and playing together on the 
carpet, few attitudes could have been 
more graceful, than those displayed by 
the free, muscular, and finely formed 
limbs of ihcae noble and (young though 
they were) majestic-looking little brute*. 
The Cheetah, m is well known, is of the 
lame genus as the royal tiger, and 
;ilthough much smaller, baa a similar nobk- 
iiess of department. Hunting Cheetahs 
usually fonn part of the recreative estab¬ 
lishment of u native prince, and tlie animal* 
arc capable of being trained to great 
activity and intelligence in the jninuit of 
prey. It is said, on native authority* that 
hunting Cheetahs have the flame taste for 
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flatten,’ i ci minion in other Niunods of the 
dav. Sometimes the I’lirt'tali lnsc* hLs prey, 
mu! when ihifl is the case, lit: becomes fero* 
rious and dangerous to those about him> 
when this occurs, the keeper stands afar of£ 
iujtl exhorts him inuloud voice to l.uf patient 
and contented; and us the Cheetah chafes at 
hia disappointments, die hunts man vuciib- 
mtinglv lauds ids exploits, find those of 
his maternal and paternal ancestry, with 
all of the Cheetah genu# generally, assuring 
the foiled hunter ofbei ter success in future, 
and soothing him with the gratifying 
assertion, tliat Cheetah* of such tamed 
prowess ns his own, can allot 1 now and 
then, to lose even important game. The 
Shikaitie* say, these well introduced enco¬ 
miums always produce the denied effect, 
and the flattered Cheetah, thus subdued, 
suffers his hoodwink n» h- replant!, and 
himself led quietly homewards. It should 
lie added, however, dial as a trilling addi¬ 
tion to his passion for fame, the Cheetah, 
possesses a considerable appetite, which, 
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while die baud recites his deeds of valour, 
receives plentiful gmiiBeaUou from a largo 
flupplj of raw meat, provided to meet 
these emergencies of chance disappoint¬ 
ment, on a hunting day. 

It is curious that while Kattfwnj abounds 
with die tiger cud lion species, Outdi, 
the neigh I muring province, should lie 
free from this terrible infliction. The 
Riio of Cnteh, lit one period, had several 
ileus filled with wild beasts ; but finding 
them troublesome in the palace stables, 
he proposed taming them loose in the 
adjacent jungle* of Wagur; fortunately, 
good advice on die matter was offered 
to his Higlme^p and in preference to 
visiting the peasantry with *uch a justly 
dmided source uf terror, he despatched 
his menagerie to Bombay, where the 
beast* arrived, to be a source of hantdess 
and amusing interest* 


CHAPTER IV. 


HINDOO FESTIVALS. 

THE DUSRAH, OH DOORGA PtiOJAU* 

^ In so eolighlfipctl ah flgc ns the present, I «hall 
perhaps hv nJifitiled if I hint U mj «ji1cilull that the 
pbsfmute of certain f«dvais « ^wethingTiturL thm 
a tarn? political iiibtiLudnn- kk 

Hhilace Walpole, 

Facts, perhaps, will not bear us out in 
the opinion* ttint idolatrous nations hove 
nil in turn, atlopted the Rome objects of 
Wmdupi under different titles^ yet nature* 
as tilt primeval source of religious impulse 
would, in nil rude times, suggest the ue- 
eessitv of revering purtii ular objects, varied 
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only by the effects of climate and position, 
on the passions and pursuit 1 * of men. 1 bus 
resemblances exist between the mytho¬ 
logies of the ancient world, presenting 
interesting nukterioh for curious in vest i- 
gallon, and popee&tfDg an many features in 
common, that no enthusiast may be for¬ 
given, for assigning to them one broad 
origin, tracing their lariations to the genius 
of nations, their climate, and their tem¬ 
perament. In considering the affinity 
which appears to exist between the cha¬ 
racters, titles, and attributes of the gods of 
pagan cut turns, and the festivals originated 
in their lionour, and waiving tins disputed 
question, of whether the gods of Greece, 
Egypt, or I find>suui, were tin* most au¬ 
ric nt deities, it is satisfactory to believe, 
that »ft may have been symbolical of the 
powers of nature, and have originated in 
the gratitude and reverence of man. 

But a few years have passed, since 
England herself retained many gay and 
(metical celebrations, whose mystical cere- 
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ninnies may bo traced to tin age of dark- 
a esa ami idolatry- It is uimctewwy to 
^ugggtt tilt? elliTls of eivtHziitnin in re¬ 
fining the frni.it uly of modem times ; yet I 
believe dint through the veil of distance, 
wo iiiay readily trace a iWowy origin to 
ceremonies, whose character of idolatrous 
mysticism has long been exchanged ii«r the 
m[ribfill nml innocent gaieties of ft free 
and happy people. The merry frolics of 
our rustics, in die sweet season of May, 
their superstitions on I fallown-’eu, anti 
tlicir quips and cranks oil All-fool s day, 
may lind their prototypes in a ruder age, 
and he traced so far buck even, A* to the 
mystical ceremonies of thi? isle of Anglesey, 
where, according to our curliest historian, 
die Druids celebrated their mysterious rites 
on the altars of their sacred groves, delug¬ 
ing them with the blood of human sacri¬ 
fice.* 

Since our conquest of Poonah, and the 
successfnl termination of the MahmtUi war, 
* gee Life AgrictiLi, Ly Tm-itw, 
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the Hindoo festivals of Western India* 
have, year by year, lost much of their 
my sterious ceremonial ; but the vestiges of 
Bruhmhiical craft are atill apparent, al- 
though eirciiiiiHSanees have restrained their 
cruel and disgusting orgies. 

The Dus rah, the most important cele¬ 
bration of the Hindoo year* is an autumnal 
festival in honour of live many-titled 
mountain goddess* Doorga is poetically 
represents 1 *!, as the daughter of old father 
Himalaya, and her temples are usually 
creeled on the summits of die highest hills* 
Shr hm bci ii considered as resembling the 
Grecian Juno; and it is a curious coinci¬ 
dence in the parallel that the peacock is 
sacred to Doorga, timl in Hindoo scnlji- 
tnre.H, and paintings, she is represented as 
attended hy one of these bints, who tiUmds 
watchfully on her right hand; also, that as 
the Indian goddess of victory, she ls war- 
shipped under the title of Sverga Radni 
Devi T or the Queen of Heaven. The most 
fearful of the incarnations of Doorgn* is 
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Uiai of Mold Cali/ in which she com¬ 
mands sacrifices of animals, and even 
human victims, m seen in the Culica 
Piiniji, an ancient work, much valued by 
the Hindoos. 

The festival of iht- Dusrah continues 
U5ti nights p as the word Dus-mh implies. 
On the tenth night unly, oflerings are 
made to the goddess in her form of Doorga, 
as during die preceding trine, distinguished 
m the Now-rafee, the goddess is supposed 
to be preparing and adorning herself* and 
ii worshipped under the lonn of Bho- 
wanee-t On the sixth day, she is awakened 
by sports and mimic* os she was supposed 
to have been originally aroused by Brahma, 
during a night of ihe gods. 

Doorgu* according to Bi ahm i n ical an* 

" Cull signi fte* black* nhJ its root, ***, imflk* 
Tcmringi wJinvciritu tf«d ftfi ocfffMfrcftftlit dertnir- 
live gf the goslilcss- 

t « Bliawmier^ thr origin of fertility, mnd thr 
wifr of Sitjl, die CrtAlor, r m n tignft ioconiifig to 
William Jwic% die Vctjua Unnitof the Omkj. 
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thoritv, is &aid to have been formed from 
tile brilliant ghwcefl whlcli radiated from 
the opGs of the assembled gods. Her form 
was ol esipiisite beauty, mid the i lei ties 
from whom she was derived, Sefltuwed on 
her it variety of armour and ornaments, 
and sent her forth with power ii> conquer 
vice, and exterminate the race id Uukhusi, 
or demons, from the earth* On die de¬ 
parture of the great goddess, after many 
soccer fill etiterprlflt^, frtim Uie scene ot her 
victories, she enjoined her followers to pro¬ 
pitiate her power on certain days, pro¬ 
mising to secure them health, wealth, and 
good fortune. The festival of the Dus rah, 
is no w edebmted on the days appoints I 
by die goddess, and is (^lemnljfcd with 
prayers, a porta* and warlike exercises. In 
Western India, the Du*rah b most strictly 
kept at Poorndi! where, during the Peish- 
wa’a time, the priesthood exercised llie 
liighest influence. A very superb temple, 
erected on a considerable elevation, and 
commanding a magnificent view of Poo- 
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null, called Parhuttoe, is sacred In Doorga; 
lull I was* also shown a Spot particularly 
dedicated by the Brahmins to the itorform- 
aiict: of eeieteonfes, attendant on the pefe- 
btatinu of the Dusrah fculivaL II is en¬ 
closed by a high wall, and strictly guarded 
from all chance uf contamination from 
without; to this sacred spot, the Brahmins 
rt‘[iuir from all port#of ’Western India, amt 
during the ten nights of the festival, cele¬ 
brate their orgies secretly, ami by torch¬ 
light. 

Strangers are of course never admitted 
to witness these mysteries, as the very 
glance of a Christian, nr an outcast, would 
Bleep the actors in them In impurity, w liich 
years uf penance could not expunge; how¬ 
ever. from intelligent Hindoos, and various 
BourtCfl of information, 1 was enabled to 
gain Home curious |mrriaikre, of the ob¬ 
servances which prevail. 

On the liral night of the festival, the 
Kulusa. or sacred-water jar, is dennsed, 
ami consecrated by the otlieiating Brail- 
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mm s; this vessel b^ing considered as a 
symbol fif the goddess, forms the prin¬ 
cipal object of worship during lho Dusroh, 
smd Ih^lts three curious sig m $ according to 
the three principal caste# of Brahmins; 
diene are hieroglyphie figures, denoting 
the character and attribute# of Doorga; ami 
bo truly arc their forms Egyptian, that many 
learned writers have engaged, from their 
coincidciure. to prove the identity uf the 
Hindoo ceremonies of the Dusmh. with 
those which celebrate the inundations of 
the Nile. 

On the Mime nighl, offerings of attire, 
food, and sweetmeats, are made to the 
wives and daughters of Brahmins; and 
an? continued during the whole of ihe 
Now-mtee, although specific gifts are 
particularly proper to each* Amongst 
these offerings, oils and perfumes, henna* 
antimony, cosmetics, simdal-wood, flowers, 
and a variety of unguents, supposed to 
enhance female beauty, are most conspi¬ 
cuous, On the -Hi^th day, the TuUi-trec, 
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and Cusa-gross. i& worshipped;. the Cusa 
is considered particularly sue red, and is 
daily lii&ed in the eeteinouies of ahliiUi m ; 
it te .Maid tu lmvc sprung tip «opn after the 
deluge, and in believed to 1^ the brisdy 
hair of the farar, which the Hindi km* 
affirm to have once supported the world* 

On the seventh day, honour te paid to 
the godde*^ Sinus wntce, the patroness of 
learning and the arte ; and on the last day, 
pooj is made tn all things, animate and 
inanimate. The soldier prays to, and 
praises hiss word; the native aitiflery-man 
anoints the mouth of his cannon* 
il with a pigment of nil arid turpentine^ 
and decorates it with wreaths of red anrl 
white- hlobsoins. 

The gardener makes pooj to hb imple¬ 
ments of agriculture; and every artinan, to 
die particular tools in common u*e in hi* 
vocation. The native servants of Eu¬ 
ropeans observe the same custom „ and each 
decorates the object of Ida rare In u similar 
manner. The Gorawullcr, or hom-keepeij 
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takes his master's horse to the river, ami 
after washing biui, ornaments his Imui 
drift neck with Ougrant wreaths >A the 
Mogrtvoml iheChunvpa, ami.parades him 
p.iiiul tin; camp- The Afussanl ilscoifltes 
the candlestick* with hunches of gaudy 
hlems iuna, and the HuminnnUs festoon 
the palanquin, with the siune floral em¬ 
blems} tlw Sepoy twines them round his 
musket; and the Dtrzi binds graceful gar- 
laiuls ou his turban, and in his etimmer- 
3mini. The air is richly Wen with sweet¬ 
ness, and the bright blossoms so liberally 
dispersf.f i, give an air of continental gaiety 
to the scene. The love of Asiatics for 
llowers, is carried to a very remarkable 
extent, and forms a pleasing trait in their 
general habits. 1 

* On the lust day of ill* month, in nliich the 
Dram!) is krjn, the [tinilws hate a legend, which 
pltmibrs wealth tu those win* retwn Awake daring 
the twenty-ftHir hmirtj they therefore fonimunlf 
jufsi the night in playing ranheesee. 
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lo return for the offerings tmnle during 
die Dusimfr* the worthy Bervitois expect 
bohh 1 more substantial recompense, ihun 
nilis, or erwmcticB; a rupee, however, 911- 
tisfitw them, and they leave the donor n 
work! of good-wfcheg and aaloitim. 

All gifts and payments an* considered 
peculiarly fortunate on this day, a* also 
thi realization of smy hopes of success* 

I -very man who follows the profession of 
arms should Form part of a procession 
from lii* own village to a sacrc-L1 tw 
- culled the Sami* and after sin wiling an, 
arrow at it t eudi warrior placing n leaf in 
ftia turban, return* with songs and rejoie* 
ing to Ids house: by this act, tlie people 
hope to propitiate the goddess of small 
|sjx t who is an object of peculiar terror Ln 
the Hindoos,* 

Feasting during this festival, u the 
principal enjoy mem of I lie people at all 

* The tuifl^nt Germ lit Mmom ImJ a ncrtn^whai 
timilnr niaiamj tint otf ennming their jivtimi with 
ttstmah ot hurt* £mn llir sacred trees. 
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limes the one great satisfaction of tire 
Hindoos j Ute quality of ^ fo<Jtl , 1B 

simple and uustimulative, but tlie quantity 
consumed, remarkable. During the Duarah, 
servants and dependants of all dcuomhin- 
uoiih. request money from their employe** 
to purchase a sheep fur sacrifice ; anil as 
the custom furnishes lliero with a good, 
dinner, the ceremony is seldom omitted. 

Sacrifices of buffalo® and sheep by the 
Brahmins, tire usual during the festival; 
in the Ciiikft Puran, various oblations are 
p owm ainleii to be nfflJfi to Doorga in her 
fmru of t ali; but the pleasure the goddess 
derives front them, is said to he of very 
unequal (tnmtiom It is truly horrible, 
to peruse ibe code of forms cohumbiIwI to 
be observed, for the sacrifices, which are 
said to afford die sanguinary goddess the 
highest gratification. They are remarkable 
however j more particularly those affecting 
human sacrifices, us they eminently dis¬ 
play the cunning and personal care of 
their ecclesiastical framers. A woman 
or a Brahmin, it appears, may not he 
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sacrificed : neither die aged, the crippled, 
no r Ike diseased; but the vied in m ms t be 
of good apjjcanmce* mid lie prepared by 
ablution, oud purifying ceremonies* On 
the day preceding the sacrifice, he must be 
adorned with 11 covers, anointed with oil, 
and smeared with red saudid wood, The 
samfieer is commanded to worship his 
victim, and after the death blow m given, 
auguries are drawn of prosperity or other¬ 
wise ti i die sacri deer. A human sacrifice 
must only be mach* after die viettm has 
i i Uainex I his tw 1 1\ ty-fi h h year, ext perm; 
youth being unwelcome to die goddess. 

Such are si few of the horrible laws 
which Lave been alio we'd to govern the 
ceremonies of these appalling rites. Yet 
fearful as they are, when die dreadful 
penances, startling superstitions; uml autho¬ 
rized religions cruelties which pervaded the 
ancient world, are I'oiisidemJ by tile light 
of reason, it is scarceJy subject for sur¬ 
prise, that rnnubu'fem should complete die 
catalogue of terrors, by demanding human 
victims for the propitiation of its deities. 

i 2 
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The subject of human sacrifice,, ib one 
which possesses interest of the deepest na¬ 
ture} and to the religions or philosophical 
enquirer into the history of nations, it P»- 
gon ts material for study and reflect*™, 
unequalled by any other. Startling and 
appalling to human contemplation, as those 
huititules appear which prescribed Manfer, 
as a rite acceptable b> &*' deities, it is ne* 
v&sarv to inspect and to review the whole 
fabric "of the religious tenets of their pagan 

practises, before the character of such ob¬ 
lations van he distinctly and rightly un¬ 
derstood. 

The doctrine of metempsychosis deprives 
self-sacrifice, which is yet common among 
Hindoo devotee*, of die most fear-inspir¬ 
ing. and mysterious terrors attendant upon 
death} and the belief that the sins of a 
being, sacrificed to die terrible Call, are 
forgiven, and Hie spirit of the victim re¬ 
ceived into the courts of heaven, m the first 
drop of Ins warm blood fylls at the altars 
foot, removed, doubtless, from die mind of 
the sacrificcr, those dreadful and over- 
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powering emotions of honor which wow 
oppress the enquirer on a mere eonteropla- 
tiiui of these dark and terrible rites* * 

IhippOy, these blood-^Uiinetl oblations 
have ceased in Western India ; and Ihe 
last of wliich I remember to have heard, 
was amongst the Brahmins of the Deckiut, 
who long preserved the custom of yearly 
sacrificing an aged woman, on the occa¬ 
sion of the Rajah of SaltunM visits to the 
fort of Furtabghnr. 

Sir John .VfaliMihu states, that a sett of 
Kwradee Rmlimins hail a custom, at 
Pch swaii, of annually sacrificing to their 
infernal deities (Snetis), a young Brahmin; 
and an, according to ihe sacred books, if 
the victim is unwilling, the sacrifice is 
forbidden, to prevent the possibility ok 
such an occurrence* the unf impecting, but 
devoted one * is frequently the stronger, who 
for months of perhaps i rs* h»s shared the 
hospitably of his murderer. The diKOit- 

* I Troulil rcfi'V the mulct *h>d may Jpairr infor- 
cmtbti liE i thr rites of aamldc, to the rulumtfi of the 
AHiiitic Rriwiirthes, null to Mr* Word"* vilmUc 
wort od ib<= iSitdfco** 
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tuiuance of ibis custom is said to have 
arisen from the following ehouiistance, 
which forms a most touching melodrama 
of domestic honor, 

A Carnatic Brahmm, oppressed with 
travel, sal to rest himself in the cool and 
shaded verandah of a Kurnidee Brahmin, 
resident in Poonah, The host, perceiving 
the youth was a stranger, invited him to 
repose under his roof, and recover his 
fatigue. The unsuspecting traveller grate- 
fully accepted this apparently kind in vita- 
lion, u nil being domesticated in the family, 
and having seen and admired the Brahmin's 
beautiful daughter, as she bore her water 
Teasels from the neighbouring well, he 
sought, and obtained her in marriage. 
Calmly nml blissfully passed the hours p 
until the neat approach of the great fes¬ 
tival, when the Kurmdee Brahmin deter¬ 
mined to sacrifice his Kondii-luw to the 
terrible Cali; remorseless and unchangeable 
in bis cruel purpose* a dish of rice, jine- 
pared with drugs, was the selected means 
for arcoroplkhing his object. His grace- 
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ful and gentle ilaughter, however, par¬ 
ed ved her father's terrible design, anil 
devoted to her young and handsome lord, 
her Ihisotu tom with agonizing and con¬ 
flicting passions, sin* watched her oppor¬ 
tunity, and as n hist resource, placed llie 
poisoned dish before her only brother, who, 
eating of its spiced contents, before the 
expiration of the feast fell senseless to 
the earth. The miserable father, well 
knowing the nature of the poison, des¬ 
pairing of his sou’s recovery, and firmly 
believing in the virtue of die sacrifice, as 
an expiation for the crimes of both him¬ 
self and his victim, bore him to die temple, 
slew him at the altar's foot, and made his 
goddess an offering of his blond. 

The young Brahmin, learning these* 
dreadful facts from his half-frenzied wire, 
rushed lo the court, fell at die Pdahwih’s 
feet, and related the whole affair, -'i a , 
according to Hindoo law, if a human 
sacrifice is performedl nidiout die con¬ 
sent Of the Prince, the performer commits 
sin, orders were issued for the appro- 
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heniion of the Kurradea Brahmin ami 
his family, who themHelvea were pul to 
iln-jii ii. whilst every priest of the seel wa■ 
expelled from the city of Poniiah, am! their 
return forbidden by the hmiriest pendties. 
The Brahmin* still sacrifice buffaloes 
on the festival of the Dlls rah, and adorn 
them with dowers, guily coloured cloths, 
and a preparation of red ami yellow 
pigment ; but during my own observa¬ 
tion of the festival at Puortah, it seemed 
little more than a simple merry-making 
among the people, in which haling 
and mirth, quite overpowered the in¬ 
fluence of religion* observance* Tills 

probably arose from the weakened power 
of the priesthood, which ha s gradually 
declined since the fall of the Pehshwhh, 
and the establish mai n of British power 
in Ilia dominions ; arid the cl unices urr 
many, that in a few yearn* nothing will 
remain of die Dttsmh, but ins garlands 
and frosting; anil the blood-stained rites 
of the ^uigmuury gixidess will be remem¬ 
bered only, as a title of other days. 


CHAPTER V. 


THE nEWAJ.Lt, OR KALEE FOOJA. 

*' lie kttkfd mi] law what tivmhvtZi airnilMfrlras, 

The dtj gntL'5 ourponmi H 

J J AiLAus£E Regained. 

* 

The fcaxt oflights, ns the woni t}etr»lli 
implies, ts a very favourite festival, hdd 
on tin- t-uninienL'emcnt of I lie 1 Hindoo 
lunar year; its cekbnititwj continues four 
days, and is lilt* period fixed for the set¬ 
tlement of nil debts and accounts. 

On the first day of the DcwaUi, die 
whole population of an indi.in city Wr 
timtiches of the Sand, Ttibi, anil other 

i i 
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sacral trees, in procession| and walking 
round all the templed in the neighbour¬ 
hood, offer salutation anii prayer tu their 
eoajitn r ’fl gods, in their several iiicamct- 
tioue, * These ceremonies are incom¬ 
plete* unless offering* of money, fire, and 
auparree unto, are made to the offit ortlng 
Br ahminn - On the day fullowing* prayer* 
are made to the sacred books, Uie Vedsto. 
and Purtums; lo money s horses* account- 
boobs, and elephants; aLsi> to mlscella- 
ueous objects of respect, whether local or 
general. 

* Ewh of the Bii Majorii of thr 11 indoor cLiim 
a peculiar tnw- TV Bar, Fwntf ladicns* is sacred 
lu Sitr, Thi" F«|hi 1* Ficus Belt glow* to VUhnn. 
And the Dawk, Butm Fmodthsu, to Rnlimi. TIm? 
Ismditcs Lad a custom cmriotishf in accordance with 
the Hindoo proxies of iKarln^ trtfcs on Appointed 

iUj'ii as appears (tori thr command given m the 

23nl cIlbjp. of Lrrilkiu nod dir 4iJtL vtrae ; 11 And 
jp shall take jnu on the drst tiny, t he bonplii tif 
goodly Irtes, branches of palm trees, und i hr boughs 
of thick Trees-, and ilia willows of the brook; and 
yr sIlqJJ rejoice before the Lord your God, seven 
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It is CO rigid cm l unfortuttittc, to pay 
money during the pcriiwi of this festival, 
as any sum thus parted with, will, it 3> 
supposed, be lost to the tinder, during th* L 
whole of the ensuing year. 

The objects of the Dewalli would sug¬ 
gest, that wealth, and money as its kviii- 
bol, being u source of the distinctions 
most coveted by men, in an ignorant 
state of society, should l*e considered 
worth V propitiation in the character of a 
divinity, whose favour might be secured 
by prayers and solicitation. Thin being, 
in fact, the ease, a curious custom obtains, 
which has reference to this superstitions 
veneration. 

The bankers, or Shndft. of Indian cities*, 
are in the liahil of burying their wealth 
in some convenient spot, usually selected 
on the site of Lheir dwellings s on any 
large draughts luring made on them, tins 
coins produced appear partially stumed, 
or encrusted by a rial pigment, acquired 
by tbs following practice. 
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On tlie second day of the Dewulli, the 
bankers, or Shmffi, disinter their \ reu- 
sure. with every provision for Merest", and 
place it together in it convenient apart- 
ment; die owner sprinkles it with a mix¬ 
ture of red lead ami oil; a dialing dish, 
containing Laban, nr hunk incense, is 
pktxtl near it; the worshipper prostrates 
himftdf, and with Iannis joined over the 
ascending smoke, invokes the Spirit of 
Wealth in I he follow mg terms*—* 

lf Dh f Wealth ! be thou propitious to my 
house, and keep adversity from my gale ; 
—oh, money! depart not from me, and 1 
will take care of thee, und worship dice, 
if for this year thou wilt dwdl with me, 
and make me prosperous in all my bmi* 

After this invocation, the banker replaces 
hi* treasure* rejoicing in the certain hope 
of die ensiling year's prosperity : as, what¬ 
ever is invoked tm diis day of the festival, 
will It is supposed, be propitiated for 
die remaining portion uf the year- 
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The last days of the Dewallw are devoted 
tci feasting, gaiety, and ninth i at the List 
celebration of this festival, in the province 
of Catch, I was fortunately present at the 
principal exhibition of jmlioinil rejoicing, 
lumviurt-il, according to ancient usage, with 
the presence of the reigning prim*, 

,-V tine plain, near the n ails of the city 
of Bhonj, was the spare appointed for the 
display of races and lireworks, the only 
public amusements, which appear agree¬ 
able to native taste. The situation was 
judiciously chosen, and the genera] etlirct 
produced, remarkably picturesque. In the 
distance, appeared the irregular elevation 
of the walls of the hill fort, with the mili- 
tnry rump reposing at its foot; while nearer 
the plain, lay the native city, embowered in 
luxuriant foliage, amongst whose leafy 
screens, rose here and there, a Hindoo 
temple, or a Mohammedan musjid, con¬ 
trasting well with the cloudless sky, then 
glowing nidi ihe departing radiance of a 
tropic sun* 


m 
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Th? Bright green award at our feel, was 
mu mulled by crowds of natives, arrayed in 
all those brilliant colours in which the 
gala costume of Asiatics is bo peculiarly 
rich. Many were on foot, others mounted 
on elephants and canids, whilst a few of 
the white-bearded elders had taken refuge 
with the women and children, in litilc 
clumsy two-wheeled Inti lock-carts, covered 
with gundy draperies of scarlet and yellow 
cloth. 

His Highness the Rao, was mounted on 
a large grey horse of the celebrated Katti- 
unr br^sl, decorated with crimson hous- 
ings, silken reins, and silver necklaces; 
hnt, as if n.1] this braveiy was insufficient 
for tin* notnEric or.-t.iision, the good steed’s 
lull was dyed a most brilliant tuinniiie co¬ 
lour, in complete the effect of a grand 
toilette} frirtnnatcly, tbc cam Iresimvd by 
lus HighoMs’s grooms, seemed fully ap¬ 
preciated by the delighted spectator, 

Tin* Hat) was a Hi red m a superb green 
and gold turban, a Dojiutti, or body-cloth 
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of rich ©nikattb. a magnificent sword, 
bussed with Venetian gold. vaA a variety 
of valuable and duxsDng anromcim. He 
was attended by Iris prime minister Amla- 
nrm. a very stout pkosjot-lobking ]wr- 
Mungo; his' Arab guards, end the ptiudpal 
men "of the dly ; a company of ifcpoy*. 
under the command of an European officer, 
composing his guard of honour. 

A space bang cleared for the horses, the 
great exhibition of die day commenced; at 
a concerted signal, some dozen riders, very 
unequally mounted on imgeCunhw steed*, 
started together, die jockeys either holding 
each Ollier’s hands, or *• corners of a 
handkerchief between them; this, for a 
certain period, enabled them to keep neck 
and neck, after which, ii craps penlu. «c_ h 
strove lustily for precedence, kicking his 
ban? heels ognhist the horse 1 * (huiks and 
rolliii-r about in the well-stuffed saddles, 
will, "a sysicm of jnekeyship. m- unlike 
running for tl»- “ Derby,” «* can be w* 
imagined. Tlic horsey untrained, and fed 
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to repletion, used considerable speed for 
the first hundred yank* bur, after this, 
their best efforts degenerated to an exercise 
canter, interspersed with divers kicks and 
plungea, ?wi the administration of the heel, 
ora rhinoceros Iiorn-w arid, advised them 
of their ]&xy backsliding* The riders 
wore their usual dress, cop sis dug of huge 
turbans weighing some fi fteen pounds each, 
with a waistband to match, in addition 
to which enormity, the saddles were 
cot? i posed of huge frames of wood and 
iron, covered with wadding, satin, and 
embroidered doth, the slump*! and orna¬ 
ments of silver, unpolished, iuid of the 
moat dtiiney workmanship. 

At the conclusion of die mem. rockets 
were thrown up; ami some tastefully ar¬ 
ranged* mad very Innocent-!noting hunches 
of coluun.nl paper, disposed m tall bam¬ 
boos near the course, were fired. An 
enemy, however* larked within; the papers 
were filled with highly sonorous cmckem, 
and other combustible matter, and although 
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tin? lagging day-Ught diminished tlieir ef¬ 
fect tu the upeelatorsi, tlio horses, camels, 
and elephants seemed considerably excited 
by ihe display, performing a variety of 
facetious antic's, which kept their ifuim.’- 
diate neighbours continually oil the alert, 
lest hr, she, or it. might suffer from the 
Hatching of the tawounditig quadruped 
One tall, white, wall-eyed, C’u tehee 
horse, with a pink tail, and a peculiarly 
sinister expression of visage, did site teed, 
after a variety of evolutions, in putting his 
off hind kg, completely over a poor, hum¬ 
ble, uiumsuming-iix«kiug, little. hi (Iron- 
coloured policy, which had stood hanging 
its head, and blinking by the side of its 
toll companion, during the whole esliibi- 
bition; the catastrophe threatened to be 
serious, but, happily, the tong-legged of¬ 
fender recovered himself with wonderful 
dexterity, and the apathetic-looking victim 
did no I appear either surprised at, or 
grateful for his escape. 

Hie fire-works having flashed, and 
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crackled, and showered their Inst, the pic- 
turesc|U€-iooking crowd disperser 1, to enjoy 
die Hatching, and other diversions to be 
found in the houses of the richer portion of 
Uie populace; and every one who could 
ailord to do ho, illumined his dwelling with 
a floating light hi a little oil saucer, or with 
English wax candles, if his mean* allowed 

it. 

Returning to camp, the temples we ob¬ 
served were all brilliantly illuminated, the 
glancing lights casting out, in bold relief, 
die black Kiune idols, which seemed more 
than usually hideous, from the garlands 
and red pigment with which they had 
been recently decorated, in honour of the 
festival, Bt-fore cadi idol, burned a little 
dialing tlkRh of frankincense, tended by an 
officiating Bralunin, the only animated 
object discernible, by the great blaze of 
light which so glaringly revealed the mys¬ 
teries of the Adytum. 

The Mohammedans, in courtesy to the 
Hindoos* had also observed the ceremony 
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of illamination; and as fffi paused their 
oeuit?njrv, hundreds of lights were burning 
amongst the tombs, half hidden by the 
foliage and brushwood which commonly 
shroud the resting-places of tin* followers 
of the prophet; whilst it might be seen, 
that under every sacred tree of the Hin¬ 
doos, the little stone niche containing its 
rudely-sculptured idol, hail also its gar¬ 
lands, its floating lights, and its share of 
scarlet pigment. 

On the step® of one of tin* largest tem¬ 
ples, which skirted the road side, was a 
Fakir, whose general uppeaiunce arrested 
attention, l or a moment, the immoveable 
expression of his countenance and figure, 
induced me to believe him an idol, more 
particularly, as his position was [that com¬ 
mon to the representations of Bud da; 
his kgs folded, showing the soles of ids 
feet, and his open hand* plan’d on Ids lap, 
the buck of one, resting flatly on the palm 
of the other. His luwly was smeared with 
red paint, ids imir descended in matted 
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plaits to his waist a huge, necklace ol 
Tulsi Iwaiifl ericiid ed hi& neck, and Uis 
eyes were fixed, in what he desired 51 multi 
seem an abstract eontemplaticni of tlie 
deity. 

This act of priestcraft in constantly 
practised «luring festivali, by these venous 
impostors, who find the ild union uf their 
fd low-men a very successful trade, and 
contrive to batten on ihe chanty of the 
credulously pious. Astonished and misled 
by the apparent sanctity of tins repulsive 
being, the poor people who pass the tem¬ 
ple during the night, lay by his side, of¬ 
ferings of money, grain, &c. p and although 
inwardly chuckling ;a his Hticecss, as Ulc 
gifts of his admirers increase, he will retain 
perfect immobility until the ndghlxmrhood 
is still, when he slinkfl hack to the shelter 
of some miserable hut, to revel in filth, 
and abjLudon himself t<« the most dbginuing 
Ik^ntiousness. 

During the whole r«f the two last tiiglii* 
of the Dew alii, tlie constant discharge of 
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guns and rockets, render all attempt at 
rent fraitliw. for the residents iiftuf naliie 
habitation*; tlie only r em i nn i ng roiusiilu- 
tiou, is* the remembrance, (hut the Hindoos 
have no winter festivals, anil the feawt of 
lighiH once concluded, no similar excitc- 
nient will occur, until the Mohammedan 
fot of the Mohurriuu, in the early 
spring. 

Tin- iifmal exhibition b of hit works in 

India, are very mediocre, untl ill-managed. 
The Chinese me, il is well known, adepts 
in their construction, but die artisans of 
the Celestial Empire set too high a value 
on these manufacture*, to allow their 
general use ou uct'iisioueof national rejoic¬ 
ing hi India. 

The want of skill, in the manufacture 
of fireworks, has its disadvantages in¬ 
creased by the laid taste of the exhibitors, 
who, ignorant of all the law s of contrast, 
either choose a moonlight night for dicir 
display, or run about, in real anxiety to 
develop*- the Uwtive graces of rockets and 
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catheriae-whids to the be»l advantage, by 
torch light 

Scarlet is I he favourite colour for deco- 
rations of every kind ; it b ctinsideled 
emblematic of pleasure ami rejoicing; ami 
oq festal days, nsit only do little I lugs of this 
colour adorn every veered tn?e + and float 
from tile summit of every temple, but 
llowers which boost tins favorite hue, are 
always selected in honor of the weapon. 

The festivals of the East, are curious to 
die researcher into the manners of the 
ancient nations; and become interesting 
to tlic mere observer of the passing scene, 
from the eire umslimee of all restraint being 
.banished from the manners of the ptjople, 
and replaced hy gaiety ami gocwl-feelhig; 
at these seasons of i rational mirth, the 
oft seemingly timid, and gentle Him loo, 
gives license to bis genuine c I imposition. 
Mid laughs, sings, anti adorns himself 
with garlands, uh if lie still inherited his 
natiir soil, in a happy state of consliln* 
tional freedom ; it is at these periods, that 
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his diameter nuv perhaps l>e best dis¬ 
cerned. It hi tin i*eeuliiii effect oi joyous 
impulses, to banish suspicion from the 
mind, and, as they open the flood-galea of 

Datum! feeling* to remove from the coun¬ 
tenance all that forced, and assumed 
expression, which fldf-lntereatanii canning 
suggest, as occessury to be adopted by 
roan, who have Inherited oppression as 
their birth-right, am! can hope (or no 
Sympathy from those, whom they have 
only learnt to recognise m the masters of 
that soil, which their forefathers once tral, 
in freedom and security. 

The native population of India, are 
peculiarly reserved in their Intercourse 
with iim. and are perpehtulh supporting 
a character foreign to their nature,, anti 
the result of the drcumstniices which 
surround them. Their prejndiees of 
Gist tv prevent our having any faitWBOtifse 
with them of a social nature; and their 
religions ceremonies are less known Irom 
pL'ffioiiid observation, than ironi the corn- 
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miiiiicationy of intelligent m\ii vom, which, 
after all we can acquire, little informs us 
on tin- real character, manners, anil 
feelings of the people, when removed 
from the restraints of foreign espionage* 
It is therefore only on festive occasions, 
when tlic population of the towns seek 
the plains ami neighbouring country, for 
the purpose *->f diversion, that they appear 
in a natural and unaffected character; and 
the result of the observation is, that the 
Hindoos arc u peculiarly social people, 
delighting in miltcry, mid easily excited 
to gaiety and mirth. An Asiatic crowd 
unites a greater variety of picturesque 
effects than any other in the world, and 
the most perfect framiuiiy uud gond*naturt* 
prefail among its members l 1 lie older 
persons gossip, and exchange jests cm 
each other, not deficient in wit ; utid the 
younger parries stroll about, with their 
anu?? encircling each others necks, ex¬ 
changing the most gentle and endearing 
epithets* u.H they laugh and chat, on what- 
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eier may 1^ the object of attraction \ tm- 
CLSfiipJlt»fI bv ttuipLUi'Uis to intemperance, its 
brutalizing effects never shade the pastimes 
ol tlit™ inofftiiisive people; good-nature sup¬ 
plies the place of the constable's baton , and 
every one is merry himself, without seeking 
his advantages at the price of a neigh- 
hour's incnnvemence. The acetic is one of 
amiable courtesy ; and if there is aught to 
regret T it k to he traced to the iniquity of 
the priesthood, who have demanded from 
these ignorant \md credulous people, an 
i>bflflrrfthce of idolatrous ceremonies, whose 
iitii iqiijty. is sufficient to convince the 
people of their necessity and merit, and 
which, however degrading and demoralize 
i rig in their efFects, must he regarded 
die result of opinions and interests, formed 
bv cireimistaiiccs, m an early and har^ 
baron h stage of society; thus considered, 
the poor submissive believers in their 
efficacy, cannot be held responsible, in imy 
rational opinion, for conformance with 
prescribed ordinances, however horrible 
vol. it. x 
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they may appear, viewed fey the light nf 
civil izaliim. or compared with the simple 
ceremonies of n religion., which denial ids 
lit 1 ill Lor the blond of bulls nor ol gnats, 
but the free will offerings of u grateful 
nature. 

Acquitted then, of all personal re>]ioiwibi- 
lily for the practical errors of their heathen 
creed, the Hind nos display, on festive oeew- 
dona, many of tlm host feelings of social 
life, and entwine with their primitive ob¬ 
servances, many poetic and graceful plea¬ 
sures, which prove, that notwithstanding 
the ignorance in which the people are sunk, 
they still retain a taste for nature ; ami 
our sy mpathv with them, at least on this 
single [mint, should he an incentive to 
hope, that in our present times of general 
improvement, India, morally as well 
as commercially, may share die advan¬ 
tages of our liberated opinions, ami that 
the press and the steam engine, may 
originate a change in our calculations of 
the capabilities, and character uf the 
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Hi iif Iona, which shall lay the eurniT- 
irtone of re format ion amongst them, 
furnishing the idolatrous ceremonials of 
their festivals, and refining the expression 
of those ntilural and social graces, which 
won now, struggle forth amidst the huge 
niitss of erll, shading the true spirit of 
these genial anniversaries. 


£ 2 



CHAPTER VI. 


THE KOOLT. 

+4 it hjippuifil on a ■mTF3Tm , r*s holiday, 

Thskt to the grttnwowi ^ward he imk lik urny/' 

CuiLDVILLAXt)' 

Trk Hindoos celebrate the burning of 
the Hooli, at the commencement of the 
vernal equine ax, which has led. perhaps, to 
its comparison with the Hi hr in of the 
Romaic Instituted in honour of the god¬ 
dess Cybde. fn die cast, this BOMOn i* 
one nf numixed and boundless rejoicing ; 
all restraint is oast aride* and both aese* 
indulge in every descripfibn of sportive 
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mirth- Masquerading proccu&ions are com¬ 
mon ; and the principal actors in the Car¬ 
nival t disguise themselves as elephants, 
tiger** goddesses* or Rajahs, us fancy may 
decide* all dancing, singing, playing, and 
fencing vigorously together* without the 
least reference to assumed character. They 
delight also in playing personal tricks, si¬ 
milar to those common on our " All-fool* 
day/* deceiving their simple-minded com- 
paokm&j with false messages and news. 
The evenings are devoted to natches, jug¬ 
gling, ami fireworks i but it is considered 
most particularly jocose f to throw hmuisful 
of a reel [powder, colled *'Abir/ * over one 
another, els an imitation of vernal flowers. 
This, the most mischievous mix with alum 
and oil, and sprinkle on their neighbours 1 
clothes, to die great injury of the said up- 
jxnei. The lord of misrule alone reigns 

* Clnujilmr, A soTTir-wLat lintOur muilum, MWffth 
iag to Mr, Southey tarisu m Fortng&l, m tl» Sun- 
day *nd. MohlIat preceding Lent* af throwing miet 
qfif h pud in the &de of paw<agcra. 
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paramount at the Hooli; all distinction of 
ranks is lost Id its general license; a wo¬ 
man of respectability dare not leave her 
house, and even a European officer h not 
secure from a constrained participation in 
its frolics. The native officers of the regi- 
menlKp creel a large tent ui the extreme 
cod of their lines, where the) indulge in 
tk pleasures of a Natch; not only Natch* 
girls, hut boys, habited as such, frequently 
exhibit on these occasions T but it is nor 
considered a very polished entertainment. 
The Sepoys consider it a point of etiquette, 
to invite their Etin>]>ean officers; who, in 
titelr turn, always attend* and return with 
their white jackets plentifully sprinkled 
with red dust* ils an evidence of the sportive 
pleasantly of their invuers. If on officer 
is peculiarly strict, or faired by the natives 
at other limes, they now trike an innocent 
revenge, an instance of which 1 remember 
to hive occurred a short time since. An 
unpopular officer* being asuiual invited tn 
the Sepoys* Natch* which took place at a 
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tent, About a quarter of a mile front his 
Bungalow, lie walked down to the lines at 
the usual time, late in die evening. The 
natives, it appeared, had concerted to 
plague him; fur after being seated, and the 
usual wreath of inogree blossoms east over 
his neck by the premiere tUngeusc of the 
evening, he booh found dial the ahowere of 
red dust which assailed him, were momen¬ 
tarily becoming mure and more stilling : 
accordingly, he watched his opportunity, 
and rushed from the lent, rejoicing at so 
ease an escape; but ul;i* I liis triumph was 
of short duration ; at every tarn, handful] s 
of red powder from unseen enemies saluted 
his eves and month, and unable to avoid 
scores of tormentors, lying perdue at their 
posts, he arrived suffocated and breathless 
at his house, hia face and hair plastered 
with red powder, ami hi* whole figure 
hearing evidence to ibe zeal ol the attack- 
era, Crimson blossoms, or others of the 
most brilliant hues, art- in great favour Tor 
personal decoration j and when nature pro* 
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vktes none, sufficiently gaudy to suit their 
taste, the people place one blossom within 
the other, to produce the guv contrast they 
admire. The yellow Chumpa is placed 
within the crimson Clean tier, and formed 
into wreath ft, which are worn ;is necklaces, 
or looped in fantastic forms, over the 
many-coloured turbans. The natives never 
intersperse femes with their garlands or 
bouquets, but strip them carefully from the 
dower-stems, using those blossoms only 
which are most fragrant or gaudy. 

The festivities of die Hooli, continue for 
five, or more days, according to tbe wealth 
of those who celebrate ita anniversary; bul 
its established ceremonies, or the simple 
worship of cartli ami fire, i>ecupy but 
one. 

A spot of ground being selected, it is 
purified by a superficial layer of cow-dung 
and water, and the fire Itfiug placed on it, 
in an earthen vessel, rice, cocoa-nuts, 
flowers, seeds, and various offering* are 
made to it, with prayers and inv ocations; 
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this is called “ Burning the HoolL 1+ The 
earth seems worshipped, m the productive 
source of fruits, and fiowerl; mail fire, as 
(lie vivifying origin uf the genial warmth 
which ripens and perfects its various gift.H, 
It in m the spirit of these ceremonies, ih.it 
the Huoli appears to bear a curious re¬ 
semblance to the Roman rites* ns described 
by die pnetN of ancient days. 

Parties of Natchwomen t jugglers, ami 
other itinerant exhibitor*, travel from sta¬ 
tion to station during the Jlooli, and find 
it a very pmfilublo season* The only the¬ 
atrical attempt I remember, wm from Ben* 
gal, and eon sigh'd of a rorps ilmmatique of 
puppets as they are called in 

India, Hie dolls had a theatre, suited tu tlidr 
size, and were well dressed* and admirably 
managed. One scene repW*seiiled a native 
court, or Durbar* to which sill ihe neigh¬ 
bouring Ihyahs were supposed to make 
tiicir salaams to die reigning prince! for 
whose decoration all Lite valuable " pro- 
|»ertie* ” had evidently been expended, 
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As each RajuJi was introduced* with due 
observance of native etiquette, The slag*? 
manager would call out a v cow hi - 1 (whom 
|mve we hercP) in a tone of svn h mingled 
(Http rise and admiration* as* considering 
Qie good gentleman^ acquaintance with 
hla actors, was ex<(8isittdy ludictoua j in 
another moment he solved the doubt, with 
M Oh! eBumU-leuiid Ke Ihijuli hi l {he 
is the Bajuh of Bimdeleund.) And a£ his 
puppet finished his sahuun, the exhibitor 
shufiled him off with a Jj Be quick! be 
quick! 11 which Kismet! sufficiently din- 
respectful to an acting prince, albeit a 
mail of straw. Another scene represented 
a feorfng matcli* in which t a isaiivc being 
killed, two out*cast natives drug off the 
deaf I body, Another, wm intended aa u 
wit be upon our European troop, and re¬ 
presented a regiment on parade, all the 
officers being attired in cocked hats* I hi» 
was ridierdons enough; hilt our native 
servants seemed most particularly delighted 
with the wit of this part of the untertamr 
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ment. Tile best point* however, by far, 
w;ls the management of a little puppet* at¬ 
tired us a Natch-girl, accompanied by two 
puppeLs, who attended her movements with 
the Tom-tom mu I SiringU- The coatu mt 
of the ilatiseuse was perfect * her nose- 
ring*, anklets-, and bangles, tinkled as she 
moved, and the grace and exactness of her 
motions, were really admirable. Now, she 
would raise her arms, and, extending her 
veil far over her brews, gently turn slowly 
round ; then, gradually bending, until 
her form almost reclined upon the ground, 
she would gracefully recover herself* and 
commence a rapid and fCKpiettfaih move¬ 
ment, receding and advancing with her 
musicians, uutil T apparently wearied, shr 
gracefully salaamed it* the spectatursH. Tlie 
whole was admirably governed; iuul I 
never saw even figure.* in the Italian fan¬ 
toccini move more easily* or with lit ore of 
what waulr] seem, |jeraonal vc I i tb n u 11 1 i > 
exhibition concluded, the proprietor gof 
up a little monopologue of his own, and 
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it j a hideous mask, with si saree and ft. stati, 
represented a withered crone J and. in the 
diameter of that garrulous personage, be¬ 
gan to tell numerous facetious stories : of 
thLs, however, we soon wearied, his skill as 
a Raconteur being > ery mediocre, He *<*in 
reentered on a tiger, and evidently intended 
to masquerade it through the whole animal 
world> but, the lights waxing dim, we 
dismissed our entertainer with it present, 
which he seemed duly to appreciate j for 
native payments are singularly scanty - 
On die last day of the Hooli, bands of 
women, in their best attire, go round from 
house to house, in expectation of a Hiding 
present; and it is not unusual for diem to 
complement the donor with a shower of 
red dust, as a grateful offering; in short, 
mirth ami frolic prevail: and, whatever 
this trk'ksome pair suggest, must be taken 
hi goes I part, according to the spirit .of this 
sunny holiday, which doubtless was ori¬ 
ginated as a commemoration of die genial 
spring time, w hen nature wears her bright- 
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est smiles, mid the earth itself, with her 
bursting blossoms and jocttnd fre^lmisn, 
seems to suggest the id m of a blithe and 
universal carat vaL 

It h remarkable, to find a people s<« 
commonly sedate, a h the Hindoos appear 
in their interim mrse with strangers, capable 
of enjoying Mach M quipn, and cranks, and 
wanton wiles* 1 * ns mark die edebnitiofi of 
the Hooli, The Him]™ character is highly 
deserving minute study; for 1 know no 
other people who resemble them, or any 
known principles to which their peculiari¬ 
ties can be referred. The Hindoo hits a 
most perfect and enviable command of 
countenance: whether in joy or ectfow, be 
never betrays feelings be may desire to 
conceal; and the calm and serene appear- 
anee of his features, would induce an ob¬ 
server to believe him an apaShdtfc being, 
whom die ordinary passions of our nature 
could not aesaiL Yet, how p erperficbl is 
tliis judgment ! See iiini in his temples r 
joining in some of the wild and startling 
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ceremomea of Ids idol worship, hia Gy e 
kindling with enthiisi ism, and his form 
writhing with excitement before tliti nltRTs 
of liis gcwl^; see him at Ida festivals, g ltr ~ 
landed with flowers, covered wUh unguents 
and jwrfumes, half mad with mirth, shout- 
mg and feasting in these joyous saturna¬ 
lias ; and then wonder, ns we must, at the 
calm eve, and quiet aspect of the Hindoo, 
in his usual and public bearing, 

European conntenaacea are observed to 
retain t! Mr impression of bigldy-exdled feel¬ 
ing long after the exciting cause lifts ceased; 
and it is by a tri umph of practice which men 
of die world well know die value of P that true 
expression may he supplied hy a feigned 
one of Che moment; but it w ould be found, 
even by a nmter in the art of physiogno¬ 
mical expression, an easier task to veil one 
passion, by the semblance of another, than 
to smooth die features into a cloudless 
mirror, of mere placidity, The Hindoo 
possesses this valuable power as the gib 
of nature, which, while it cohes him 
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nothing, is available for both small and 
great orations* Often have I been mimiM) 
to see a servant, who has passed night after 
night, during the HnoH, in die maddest 
abandonment to mirth, return to his duty 
in the morning, with u coimteiULtice as 
sedate and unmoved, ns if he had passed 
die bourn in sleep, or in abstract meditation 
on die attributes of his gods. 

It ia thm skilful ease, witli which n Efip- 
doo countenance baffles the closest scrutiny, 
that lenders it so difficult to decide in a 
criminal ease among them ; the ollbnder 
never tails to took so placidly innocent, 
that the inexperienced judge is often dlfi* 
posed to question the truth of evidence, 
which militates again hi the diameter of 
miv" individual, who displays so much ron- 
scien i ion s self-posession. 

Hindoo bolitlays interfere sadly with the 
labours of the working Hasses ; for, how - 
ever poor and needy the people may be, 
thov still neglect their general vocation* 
and, closing their bouses, and arraying 
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themselves in their best attire, hie away to 
the scene of festivity. Tailors, shoemakers, 
.silversmiths, workers of tin, potters, basket 
makers, carpenters, carvers, and oil the 
labouring population of a native tow n, are. 
on these days, only to be found without 
the tv sills, laughing, gossiping, mid feast¬ 
ing together, Unreslnrineil by any dread 
of losing their customary employment, no 
simount of briber) will induce si workman 
to forego the gratification * of idleness and 
liberty on these appointed feasts l| iore 
particularly during the Hoali, which, like 
sui Easter holiday, the very poorest find 
means to enjoy. 
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FOUTtLVE HUXTING IN INDIA. 

11 Hidj D.LI 1 I I hr 1 Sit- uf mmi rm rw EmiLis^JLi Al 

ilmps of water upon a leaf of the lotus. 1 ' 

Ills' nun StAXXAfi. 

Many of the members of our .social 
tximmmulv in India, ure in the habit of 
fsoasirfering a residencje in die Esista-s a state 
of exile - r their only imaginable ioin[*t?nsa- 
lion for this irksome position, being the 
anticipated harvest of thor-e pecuniary ad¬ 
vantages, which shall entitle diem to the 
future enjoyment uf nil the luxuries of their 
native land* 

The time is past for fortune-making in 
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Indiu; with the MuJiratto war, ended the 
rapid promotion, die valuable plunder, and 
those rich divisions of jewels and prize- 
money, which sent men home, still in tin* 
vigour of life, to enjoy the dolce far niente, . 
with a Lac of Rupees, and patronage in 
the “ Direction." 

The change which Iina taken place hi 
Indian affaire, has not yet brought n cor¬ 
responding and necessary change in the 
habits of our military society. It has not 
taught them the necessity of economising 
lint tied resources, or of discovering means 
for escaping that listless tedium, incident 
to a life void of exciting influences; yet il 
cannot escape the observation of cny, who 
reflect upon the mat ter at all, that 

11 These tsditimic mora fit' our divam* 

Lewi n* to soliJ. 

Men still come to India, actuated hy die 
single motive of becoming speedily their 
own masters, and retiring, if possible, on a 
handsome fortune, after a residence of, jwr- 
liaps, fivc-and-thirty veare, in a tropical 
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climate. Hie chances against this desired 
ntaiiU nn- ninny ami Buirtljng; null, sup¬ 
posing the advantage gained, the amount of 
benefit is sadly incommensurate with the 
sacrifice s made for its attainment. 

An officer in the Company's service, 
commonly commences bis Indian career at 
the early age of eighteen: thus if we allow 
even “ tlirec-scure yean and ten," its the 
probable duration of his ear thly pilgrimage, 
but a poor remnant of life remains, for the 
enjoyment of the halycon days to which 
he looks. While wasting the fine energies 
of n rigorous youth, in apathy towards the 
circumstances which surround him, and 
in vain aspirations for the future, the 
anxious fortune-hunter loo probably for¬ 
gets, that '' t-re the silver coni he loosed 
or die golden bowl be broken," nature 
must bond beneath infirmity, tirid that 
which most truly endears the remembrance 
of liiw country, must inevitably yield to 
the general law. The fond parent, whose 
heart has For weary years, yearned for the 
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voice uf his beloved son; the companion 
of his youth, who would gladly have 
rejoiced in his success, eau wait for him 
no lunger; the wanderer may indeed 
return, but the scenes of his youth look 
dark, anil his spirit cannot then rejoice 
in the longed-for greeting of unchanged 
affection, or the well remembered smiles 
of once dear, and familiar faces. Mean¬ 
while, die sojourner in the east, lias him¬ 
self acquired a weight of years, ill calcu¬ 
lated to aid pleasurable enjoyment; his 
views, all subtending towards the distances 
of life, have afforded little pleasure to the 
passing hours, liave garnered few self 
satisfactions to gild his declining age; 
and the fruition of such hopes, too fre¬ 
quently bring little in their train, but 
querulous repining, unrelished self-indul¬ 
gence, and a distaste for, and depreciation 
of die rational pleasures of existence. 

This picture, dark as its features may 
appear, is, I think, not too highly coloured. 
Hint it ponene* truth of delineation, must 
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be a subject of deep regret to nil who feeh 
and think rightly, upon its self-indueed 
(3 1 . turniities. The Indian service oilers 
important advantages to all among its 
officers, who have the moral courage to 
cherish and cultivate 1 their talents, rather 
than yield themselves inglorious prisoners 
to these witching temptations to Idleness, 
extravagance, and dissipation, which mi- 
hnppIK assail them on their lifsl arrival 
in the (trtinm* Some indeed there are, 
whjise brilliancy of talent, and moral worth, 
render them well fitted to support the 
British name in India, whose well earned 
fame rests on s basis of their own es- 
taUUhmeut, and tuidi will, 1 am sure, 
concur readily in the opinion, that a life 
pasted lu the east h far from being UL-ces- 
nanly a blank, or otherwise than rile with 
matters of the highest in teres t. 

Tlieage at which young officers enter 
the Imliiui service* is* dial in with h their 
characters are most pliant* while an un¬ 
finished education. leaves uncaufitnied die 


FORTUNE HUNTING 


2U 

taster and hnbita of the individual. The 
certainty of provision afforded by the 
rmHtaiy pay otiieep permit* menial exertion 
to remain a matter of choice, and the 
newly attached ensign, Imt Late a “whining 
school boy/ 1 suddenly hnds himself m a 
position of authority, the owner of a swonl 
and epaulette, with money at his command, 
and self-will hi s only monitor. Moreover, 
the youthful aspirant for military honors 
is (toon BtcTOunded by cringing natives, 
Who, while they cheat and plunder, nd- 
minister freely to his gratifications * and 
by companions of a siniiliqr standing in 
the service, thoughtless as himself, and 
anxious to fledttco him into their own 
vortejc of reckless dissipation ant I expen¬ 
diture* It is to this system, iIilii many 
owe the breaking tip of an originally Hue 
and vigorous constitution \ it does the 
work of tin- destroyer, far more ceil airily 
Ihon any fatigue® of military duty; and to 
this is India indebted for the libels heaped 
upon its climate, when it is* spoken of, m 
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little belter thin a vast arena, m air im~ 
pregnatol with disease* its soil griping for 
renewed Victims, 

It is easy to trace the proximate causes* 
producing many of the evils, common to 
a military life in India* imd equally so, to 
imagine ilieir extent, A brief sketch 
of the common temptations to which 
young candidates fur distinctiaiip either 
in the military. or even the civil service in 
ludb, are exposed, may partially lay bare 
the root of u great iiiLsehkf T arid ought 
cerUiiidy to excite regret, that such eir- 
etunsnuici^ exist, 

The voting cadet, on his arrival in the 
eotlnth , discovert himself in be placed in 
a position at once novel and displeasing. 
The habits and tastes of those around 
him are a* variance with any to w hich he 
ha* been accustomed, lie meets no kind, 
familiar faces — none, who appear to 
sympathise in the feelings, which agitate 
him with fond regrets; and thus, wUhnqni? 
to core for or advise him, he is thrown into 
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the society of a triage md dependant 
on himself for counsel and resource* The 
immediate result of these* uncongenial 
ebriimsuneea is, to create in the mind of 
the young cadet* unl>oimded disgust for 
the climate ami native of India. and to 
induce false opinion*, highly prejudkkd 
to his future respectability. 

Servants who make the robbery of grifiim 
their profession, claim the newly arrived 
cadet as their natural prey ; Par*ee traders, 
scarcely more honesL impose on him \m\ 
goods si in l high charge#; at length deeply 
involved for mere articles of boyish fancy, 
the poor lad finds himself in a nlalt of 
grievous endjan?i#8mfmt» consequ cut on 
an expenditure dlsproportioned to his 
means* Unable to meet the (ienmneh 
of trader#, whose wares lime tempted lm 
inexperience* ihe sufferer gives notes of 
hand for horses, seullory, perfume, and 
fcnieknueks. consenting to pay usurious 
Interests on Li? creditor's m:ci Minis, as 
the sole mentis of extrication from their 
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importunate demumU, This ilone, the 
poor victim feels happy ansi relieved r 
little imagining, that he Inis bud the suire 
foundalien for o pile of difficulties, wljsseh t 
if not altogether mMtim>un table, will 
tend for many weary yeans, to oppress 
him with the hurmssing sense of pecuniary 
obligation. 

On joining his regiment as an ensign, 
lire expenses of Id* mess, and many in- 
dufemcots to extravagance, involve the 
young officer yet more deeply ; for it tmy 
lie observed* there is unhappily no due 
gradation in the expenses of Indian 
military life, agreeing with the difference* 
of rant mu! pay. 

Tli# ensign kcH j^ his hunters, nod 
drinks his beer, on the ft mm semle IlIjs 
the captain of his company* and im 
finances sailer accoitiingly. Immersed in 
difficulty, the hapless sidudtem loo often 
seeks his only resource*, in conviviality 
and sport; hog-hunting became the 
serious huoftress of his life ; and as \w 
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embamLSsmentH Increase, arid the hop 
of revisiting his native land diminishes 
with each succeeding year, existence 
becomes dcmbh a dream* and its worthiest 
desires graduate into visionary fallacies, 
which dally Ijecotne less animating, less 
product be of moral restraint. 

After thus pi&sing the carl}' year* ef 
hb life, in the acquirement of habit* much 
rib proportioned to lib means p the subal¬ 
tern in India seldom cares to allow an 
idea of future provision to abridge hb 
pleasures, until he finds himself a Brevet 
Captain. 

Bring i aiisiilcred tthfible :<d this period, 
he probably marries; ami by the growth 
of olive branches round his table, finds 
hb expenses considerably invreaaed* 

His wife requires a inmate, horses, and 
Ay all*. Mereets* Mils draw deeply upon 
hb (jJhiW’anecs; his subscription to the 
military fund is more than doubted? and 
as years pass on p his children are sent to 
England in search of health and edtidi- 


IN raviA, 


2]9 

tion* iiitijf now in to be saved; mid “he 
that hat] i Ilia quiver full of them,” ia often 
ccmfitmined to struggle on, against failing 
health and increasing age, for the lake of 
the suriH. arid daughtcra, thus turn from 
him in their infamy. Should strength of 
constitution befriend the Extern sojourner, 
he must gradually rise through the several 
grailt 1 * of the service j utitfl p as a nervous, 
querulous old Colonel, he may coiiiniuud 
ft skit ion by right of bis seniority; or may 
Intake the tattered remnants of his exist- 
-cnee, to be patched up for a few years 
^]<>ngcr T by the congenial climate of his 
friherluml; w here the “old Indian” shivers 
in the wholesome breeze, dings to kb 
eastern habits, finds himself a century t*e- 
hind ihc world—Mvk* in vnia fora com¬ 
panion who remembers the friends of his 
youth j and m sinks into the grave, his 
death -i-arrelv noticed, but by the gmtn- 
lu lions of struggling juniors, who, as they 
receive news or ** another line step/ 1 count 
over tiiuir chances of promotion, and re- 
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joice, that old w so and so/' ia gone at 
last. 

On the other hand* the Indian Obituary 
[joints ius warning evidence, by the re¬ 
corded fate of many, gdf-saerifiecd to the 
“ one year too long in India." 

Tile very' questionable espediepey of 
desiring, at three-^eore years, to increase a 
provision for the future* has been k*ng and 
frequently iiltestedj but lhe mural to be 
nth luced from tbe feet, that 

-- w At itlclL JCfiTf 

!)±iith gba abort By ike/' 

j.s seldom practically applied to in dividual 
eases - 7 neither does die truth yet appear to 
be accepted, that a green old age is a 
better possession than a luc of rupees, if 
accompanied by blighted feelings or a 
constitution worn full of ddnka. 

As an honorable provision for the so m 
of our British gentry, the Indian service 
would increase ten fob I in value* if the 
temptations which it offers to indolence 
and disxi pa tiuii, were removed^ 
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Observation suggests, that the origin of 
much whirl i possesses a very mischievous 
tendency, may be explained by the con- 
sidtmiion of a few facte, all bearing 
an intimate connection with cadi other. 
Among these may he pariieularh noticed, 
the youth and inexperience of Cadets, at 
the time of their entering the service; the 
temptations and crafty impositions to which 
they are exposed* on fir*t arriving in the 
country; the disprrsjiortionate t?xi>eiidit«re 
of the various grides in the service* and 
the habits of extravagpiee, induced and 
cherished, by an indolence arising from 
the supposed absence of subjecte powess- 
ing sufficient interest to offer a strong 
menial stimulus 

A very important remedy for the ex¬ 
istence of the Jimt of the above-men tinned 
evils, would be found in the estobliahtneiit 
id Barracks. and n mess for Cadets arriv¬ 
ing at the Presidency, which should be 
placed under tin* superintendence of a re- 
pcetabie and efficient officer ; this ad van- 
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toge would at leva ^n'e to protect »u 
inexperienced lad from g victimised 
on liis first arrival, bath by roguish, ser- 
vantH, ami professional thieves. 

In defiance of police regulations and 
corrections, there still ex bis in Bombay* n 
clique of dexterous plunderer*, whose prin¬ 
cipal haunt is on the particular portion of 
the Esplanade, where are pitched the un¬ 
guarded touts of these unfortunate Cadets; 
and the vagabonds, by watching nil op¬ 
portunity, skilfully remove the portable 
]^sessions of the unwary inmates,* 

Not less systematic, are the robberies 
committed by servants, who really seem to 
possess a patent for the ingenious fie vices 
by which they gamer and apply the deal¬ 
ing capita] of ft hapless griffin. As I have 

■ This ii frequently computed during tb& night, 

by curing hup biHuls ltdn thu trnfca, which IhatenOU 
the l ook" rnuclc^ niul nre readily withdmwo. An 
inilmduiil planing M* oppiurl on the chm besute hia 
betl, when retiring to rat* hfcf frequently found ihcw 
»UiIi!LL doling the night. 
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In-fon: observed, cm the first landing oi a 
Cadet on the Bundoh, these fellows, who 
are usually Mohammedans, run along by 
the side of the Palankeen, into wliieh the 
m-w arrival has with difficulty packed 
himself, calling out in mutilated English, 
which is however music, to the ears of the 
half distmcled occupant; f ‘ I master's 8t±r- 
vant—I plenty gentlemen's servant—I got 
good character—1 get master every thing.” 
The half-stunned Cadet, delighted to find, 
in the unpromising garb of a cotton Ank- 
rilta ami Turban, any creature who am 
understand his wants, engages the moM 
eager of the group forthwith ; and the ras- 
,^1 runs off to the Thieves' Bazaar, to 
** get master every tiling, * chairs, table, 
Lent, bed, and the usual etceteras for a 
bachelor’s housekeeping. After a ruinous 
s^oozn in Bombay, Lbe Cadet is posted to 
a regiment; and when on board a cotton 
boat, about to weigh anchor, ami proceed 
to a far distant station, his n ingle-minded 
Mohammedan servant stands before his 
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master, mid with folded arms, and down* 
cast eyes, addresses Ills employet thus: 
“ Very sorry not go witli master, but poor 
mother very sick; suppose stay in Bom¬ 
bay ju&l now—will wine very quick after 
master—suppose poor mother get well/' 
Thr ht'lple^ Cades proceeds, and the at- 
tend ant canoe bears away his accomplished 
* £ help," to make meny with iim com- 
[ Anions* and lie in wait fr>r fresh victims. 
It is to 3 m* regretted, dint some means 
arc iLot enforced to check the freedom with 
who: 1 1 Borahs* tiorsc-dtedm, iind other 
trader?;, ijjAite \ouikg 11 a m T>> iricnr (ieiify 
debts, which must eventually lietrav them 
into difficulty and disgrace; or that some 
arrangement is not made to protect young 
officer?;, fresldv arrived in India, from the 
dangerous artifices of wily native?;, und 
afford them Like advantages of a home and 
rcsjwctable attendance, as strangers in u 
foreign I Lind ; the absence of which com¬ 
forts* I have heard many feelingly- deplore. 
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as a primary cause of much of the cm bar* 
russim-iil of their subsequent career. 

'Hie disproportionate expenditure of Sn- 
boltems in the Indian service, h the uli- 
apring of custom and opinion, ft is, coti- 
setpiemlv, only by im oltertilion in both, 
that the evil can be checked. The indivi¬ 
duals who Campese our Anglo-Indian 
society, art* placed by eircunwlam rs, in a 
position uaentfclly artificial. None of Un¬ 
usual excitements of a busy world offer an 
escape from the tedium and monotony in¬ 
cident to uuv portion of life JMtfifcd in an 
out-stndon run tom i lent, far more wearisome 
Uuin can 3 a- well imagined, even by a so¬ 
journer in that microcosm of duliit-s*, 
yclept, “Country Quarters,*' The circle 
of Indian amusements is circtiUMcribei! in¬ 
deed ; und such as exist, are expensive to 
command. Hunting, and the turf, appro¬ 
priate tlie energies of the aggregate of mi- 
limry men; and the means and applimi-,* 
rcx|iiirixl for these exciting objects, but l!l 
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suit the half Biit tii. allowances, of a sub¬ 
altern in cl marching regiment 

11 Yet still in thtv tempi tmh youth 

To forget Lii Calling parse* 

To Iftfigh at his- tEebia,, 5fid the ItftiLIF* threats, 
'While his pay grows worse ami wurn-” 

Hie inferred absurdity, of expecting 
men on the receipt of ISO rupees ei month, 
to support the style of a scion of nobility, 
or to live at the mine mu* ait officers of 
high standing, requires no comment Facts 
however, prove thin to be a very constant 
habit among individuals who are known 
to be of any other means, than 

such as are drawn from tike militaiy pay- 
office, In tile olden times while the " Gold 
Mohur" trees of Hindostnn a till put forth 
frefili blossoms, encouraging the searcher* 
after wealth T to hope that a lac of rupees 
would eventually prove a eonmieiisurate 
return for a few shades of oriental tin ting, 
the communication between India and 
Europe, was an limited, and so Unions, 
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that men were happy to avail themselves 
of any sources of occupation or excitement; 
and the most readily attainable, were those 
of hunting, racing, brandy patu drinking, 
and cheroots. In those days, marriages 
were nnmw wan intlic Indian army; many 
stations wen? altogether without female 
society; and if an officer by chance became 
a Benedict, the lady of his choice was pro¬ 
bably an Indo-liriton, nr a person of in¬ 
ferior birth, uneomptiiLiable and illiterate^ 
An important change is gaining ground, 
which w ill doubtless exert its improving in¬ 
fluences on the British, m well as the native 
cotuniunity of India- Novel ideas will la; 
constantly afforded; and resources of a use¬ 
ful nature, will replace such as are merely 
frivolous, or injudiciously expensive. The 
lower Steps in the great ladder of improve¬ 
ment. are secured by the capabilities of 
steam navigation. Bombay is non a mart 
for every convenience and luxury required 
by European residents) professors of the 
fine arts are beginning to establish them- 
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selves in tile island, and tlie resources of 
lilenmm* may lie twtumaiHleil by menus o( 
excellent libraries, Kttpporttil at mewl of the 
MchiEsil stations* 

One of the greatest errors we ttimmil i u 
India* h that of sacrificing oil interest in 
the present, to the sole enjoyment of a fu¬ 
ture it turn to tlie home* of our native hmd; 
committing, meanwhile, the most grievous 
Injustice to these hopes, by living ut a mte 
of expenditure, which can aflbrri but little 
opportunity for garnering the pecuniary 
mdependoice necessary to secure the de¬ 
sired object 

An officer in tlic Company’s flen ire, sel¬ 
dom retires ut the expiration tif tv\eiity-tvvn 
years; and even supiHising tlmt mmsual 
good fortune permits him this sidvruitagm 
the best period of his existence will yet 
have been passed in India* Happily may 
the time have flown, should hb eueigii m 
have tween well engaged ; but if otherwise, 
alas ! the mneinbrumrc of it funris but a 
tissue of disappointed hopes, wasted talents* 
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and ]iceuniary enil m mtssit m jt. Knowing 
nothing of the country* but in its reputa¬ 
tion for sport, and untiring of thf Datives, 
but in the character of servants, tunitey- 
leuriersi. and trailers, these hapless indivi¬ 
duals speak in tom b of severity nf the 
whole population of India, of whose euta- 

lauui, manners, npimunu, rights, .Lml pecu* 
Ikrities, they are totally ignorant 

An indolent mind will find all barren j 
yet nnieli remains in India* which as hid¬ 
den treasure, await* research alone, mubi 
riehlv to reward diligent investigatioii* It 
is perfectly erroDiHiuB to suppose, dial 
milium' duty in the East muni inevitably 

K “ 

prove (& .lull routine, requiring neither 
energetic endeavour, or active mental ex* 
errihe, to acMeve the distinction which idl 
must secretly lies ire. RegitnUJitiU pronin- 
tiou In, indeed, but a simple waiting for 
events, the offspring of particular chances; 
but without reference to the immediate 
satisCactiuns which accompany the stirring 
interests of original research anil active 
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enterprise, there is yet held out. eui offer 
of additional reward in the good allowances 
<if many tttdf and other lucrative appoint- 
blent!, in which officers are usually ap¬ 
pointed, who ev idence particular zeal and 
talent, in matters ol general and important 
mtereHL Iiiiili liluul merit is now a butter 
R'commeiillation than extensive patronage; 
anil indolence can no longer claim the 
apology of inutility for its pernicious self- 
indulgence. 

Reasons exist no longer, by which an 
Indian sojourner can urge lib right to 
di^pond as an t\rile from lib country, 
since reforming time bus deprived that 
word of its darkest meanings. 11 1 1 hough 
mi a foreign soil, the interests of Ids native 
land, and her political advancement, may 
now employ the constant attention of the 
temporary absentee, while that ardency 
of expectation, excited by just and bene¬ 
volent views connected with the country 
in which so Urge a portion of his life must 
pasta, will elevate ihe tone of hb pursuits 
and pleasures, and originate a relish for 
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research, mt«> whatever object* may ttod. 
most to advance tlje gener.il good* accord¬ 
ing to the particular condition of the 
people, whose improvement forms the 
pun 1 ®! sum of the true phiLuilhropiwt* 

Th ns P white the amusements iwcwMry 
for health, tire enjoyed m subordinate to 
higher object*, the resident m the East tun 
no longer feel himself an exiled, or u 
Useless man ; and although lie may uot 
possess wealth, gamewi at the expense of 
integrity, ho will feci that uritber his talesus 
or energies sue wasting* that hi* heart 
ix neither hardened by dissipation, or hist 
mind subdued by sloth \ but on the 
contrary* the present h cheered by useful 
occupation, tending to advance the good 
fame of the mdivkliinl in his chosen caw s 
anil secure for him a selbsatbGactieim 
which will wheel hope anil eonlentniefit on 
Ills declining years. 

It bos been remarked, that every iiidi- 
vidua] in the Company's service, bos 
power to strengthen the tmpezt of die 
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BBlimnf India for the British diameter, 
Tlib is strictly true, throughout every 
gra.lt* of il.t- service. TIk- authority which 
implies the force of rule, originates in the 
government of British India; hut the 
influence which must continue an ascen¬ 
dancy over tlte minds of its people, 
requires for its support, the reasonable 
approval of that people. 

Burke has remarked, that the 'mftucnct. 
of France as a republic was equal to a 
war; the strongest observation on the 
power of influence, as distinct from 
authority, which could readily be ad¬ 
duced- 

The influence of Britain should he 
equally potent; and it becomes the duty 
of every British officer, as the delegate of 
his country, to strengthen her ih-million 
over the nil nils and - -pinions of the natives 
of die East, by a diligent practice of her 
moral and political virtues. Rendered 
loquacious by circumstances, the Sepoys, 
Peons, anil native servants of evert 
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description, who sum mini European offi- 
cm, have a propensity to recapitulate 
their private act* autl expressions to each 
other; until by degrees, the information 
rendu 1 -* llie ears of u superior class, unit 
leads the native gentry to form opinions 
of general eliameter from individual 
examples, which are, unhappily, some¬ 
times such as tend to create repugnance 
find disaffection. 

Prompt >is the people are to depreciate 
man ners w hich ate nut only opposed to 
their oivn prejudices, hut criminal accord¬ 
ing to all collator humanity and justice, 
they an.' at all times ready In cede ap¬ 
proval to public ami private virtue; per¬ 
sonal courage, wise administration of 
public afFnira, equity in our dealings, and 
court eon sn ess in our bearing hnvnnifr die m- 
sdics, have ever awakened feelings of the 
highest respect and admiration among the 
people; mid the flame men whooiice nailed 
on a traslion of their city the hand of an 
European officer, who boosted that it had 
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tu?Vi;r ln^fi raise I (a return the nalutc of R 
native, would apeak wilVi tears of gratitude, 
of the tiitaea of an Elpbinstone, a Mal¬ 
colm, or a Monro, anil of many, loo, 

“ By fortimn ail who 

Ef'v from lire bMeal grille through cirsnimatancth ami 
fuel / 1 

The British officer who feds, amid the 
privations of a foreign dime, how dear to 
him is siill the glor y and interest of his 
fether-kuid, would secure Use wisest solace 
for years of absence, by an endeavour to 
cultivate the respect and affection oi the 
people around him* and ad ranee, by his 
own example ami influence, the noble 
scheme of Asiatic civilisation. 

To engraft liberal views on undent pre¬ 
judice. it is necearUkry to study the diame¬ 
ter of the people to be improved, and to 
become acquainted with the true spixiL of 
their institutions and observances. 

These enquiries, as applied to India* are 
redolent in interest. H Science alike, and 
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sage Philosophy, 1 * must lend their idd in 
tin* research - die antique cave mu^t l* K 
sought; the fractured inscription, allndt but 
dimly visible* l>e carefully decyphcred; and 
the character of that wisdom be duly 
weighed* whose record is stamped in gru~ 
nine scroll of ancient chancier, or on the 
crumbling columns of a forgotten age. 

The mythology of the Him loos, rich in 
all the subtleties of poetic allegory } the 
Costly temples mid rinhly-ieidptured pa¬ 
laces } the stores of learning yet encased in 
the casket of Sanskrit literature, oiler a high 
reward to Urn industrious iy searcher into 
the history of an ancient people; and the 
pen and pencil may with equal advantage 
be devoted to a work, which* however la¬ 
borious in its commencement, w ill richly 
pepav the most sedulous investigation. 
Learned orientalists, who have uauk these 
interesting studies the hiwiness of ei life, 
i+ hoping to raise, or benefit man kind," 
sre rapidly diminishing* and little is yet 
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known of llie Kiost ancient nation In the 
world. 

Timi\ and partial innovation, has weak¬ 
ened die almost unimaginable ini! Lienee of 
tin? Brahminlcal priesthood, ami lire na- 
ti^'s uf India will more readily commu¬ 
nicate the inform at inn they possess, A 
mere research into ancient manners may 
not ufibrd much of a useful nature, if un¬ 
directed by philosophic views; vet h in 
some degree necessary, to develope the 
origin of prejudices, and consequently to 
suggest die most ready means for their 
return aL 

Every encouragement h offered by the 
locftl government to literary anil scientific 
research; and branch pieties now exist in 
Bombay, having for their lmmedium objects 
the collection of geographiL-il, mid gene- 
mil v statistical information, on like natural 
resource of Western India, 
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SCENES IN THE BECKAN* 

ij ttieli in the bril l inn h? uf iii>e bnlini(?ist liglit, 
Theii? scenes ttpcmt" 

POLUTHIEI-Jfi. 

TiIE rantomflmt of Poonah> justly 
considered the (inesit station in \\ extern 
India, forms n delightful resort during tin 1 
rainy &«ison f when ii becomes a nucleus 
of gaiety and attraction to it h Bombay 
visitors* On leaving the Presidency, a 
Bunder boat ii? required to convey the tra¬ 
veller atrofts the Bar, to the Pan well river; 
fi very lovely sail, the water being studded 
with little islets, on which innumerable 
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hut* peep forth among the tufted trees, 
the whole enlivens I with groups of na¬ 
tives* whose dark Aina nod richly-coloured 
garuieuls blend «-\cjiiiflttely with the *a]*~ 
fdliee glow of die scene around. Pan well 
itself* is a small, hot* ami dirty village, in- 
chiding a Bungalow kept by a Pitrsee, fur 
the shelter certainly* rather Hiari for ihe 
acnom inmh turn of t ruv oilers* < h ivemmcfit 

Bungalow^ which afford the wiaigle conve¬ 
nience of rendering die carriage of tents 
unnecessary, have been erected at distances 
of ten miles* between Pan well and Pocmnh, 
on the splendid rtml over the GhnutH, cut 
under the direction of Sir John Malcolm* 
when Governor of Bombay 1 * but the dirt 
of these edifice* is really dbgnuvful, and 
their equi jiinen ts uibcrably h i eoniplete* 
The furniture consists simply, of a rude 
teak wood tabic* three chairs* and a march¬ 
ing o it , common ly a 1 n11 nI p i i t ly hiipj slii 1 1 
by many specimens of l hat dusky crtn- 
lure, by the Americans delicately termed 
Chintzes ; while a Ceoju and pic dish sup- 
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ply the absence of n basin and ewer ‘ and 
the beams of the rocsf tremble front the 
devastations of innumerable white mt&j 
who, v. ii]j the lifttfi, love to dwell together, 
u pun the hi gh places. If the traveller 
happen to bo neither a poet or a painter, 
his sole resource, during the hours passed 
in these solitary ami comfortless retreats, 
is found In turning over the traveller’s‘ 
book, and noting the arm a] and dep arture 
of those ivliii, like himself, have been im¬ 
mured. m a similar pushion ;* or in avail¬ 
ing 1 1 ini self of the talent* of the chief 
cukunkr of the neighbouring ParscVs 
Bobajee K h out* ;t members of this specu¬ 
lative dasst never omitting any opjxirtttiiity 

m Some individual* indulge in faerisotis pseimrki* 
recorded for the amusement of f™li coascm At 
CJhfike a remark wni rntcmd, that —— found l hr 
Bimpliiw ta r moat filthy condition, the firwr being 
iiicnllj cfiTFiWi with row dm%. It h u o.mU 
menua? to mnirk, that thh forms thr fearing of 
all boose s in Itidiu which err not ifcnmimrd, 

f Literally, the Iln.ll of €cH>k* fc 
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of plucking themselves in positions where 
aught is to be garnered, A great im¬ 
provement hoJ 9 lately token place lu the 
mode of travelling on lids mid. The 
old system allowed only the aheniurive of 
horseback or of dak* both posseting in- 
ciMiveniences to many. But a roomy and 
eumfortable phaeton limy be now engaged, 
* which travels speedily, and is well driven. 
From Pan well the route lies through 
Cfojke, a dirty, desolate place* to Cimdala, 
justly esteemed the Montpelier of Western 
India. From (lie hack of the traveller a 
Bungalow, {which La rather letter than its 
brethren on the road,) a superb view of 
the Ghauts arrests the travellers wu 11 deling 
admiration* And here I would observe, 
how few among persons who have w it¬ 
nessed splendid natural effects, but must 
have deplored the inability of the pen to 
afford an adequate idea of that which is 
seen, to die mind of the absent The de¬ 
scription of such natural and varied gran¬ 
deur can he limited only by each indi- 
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victual's power of graphic portraiture ail 
however, far below ilie truth. and weak to 
the imagination of the poetic render. From 
the nitc J contemplated the glorious scene* 
«4 this magnificent Gbont,— mountain 
above mountain rose, theirbure and mgged 
summits towering among the fleecy el raids j 
while half tvtiy down, in richest beauty, 
thick woods of brighten! green were gar¬ 
landed with blossoming creepers of every 
hue, with here ami iiiere, masses of dark 
rock jutting from among the brilliant ver¬ 
dure. Above, below, dense clouds and 
fleecy vapours swept across the bold scarp 
of the mountain side; while on those 
spots* ill 11 mined by the sapphire glow of 
the bright morning's nun, a uiMunlam tor¬ 
rent foamed and sparkled down its sdf- 
iv om channel. cornet lines hidden by the 
clustering foliage, then niching wide sud¬ 
den violence over the broken rocks which 
j initially intercepted its downward course, 
until it inuruinringlv stole awny, among 
the rich culture and quiet scenes of the 
VOL* It* 
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still valley, which lay Spriu kl^l with sin¬ 
tered hamlets at the mountain's base. 

Tlit* temple eaves of Corlee are situated 
near Candida; and strange, beautiful, and 
wondrous as they are, they have been too 
well, ami too frequently remarked upon, 
to require further description. Where', er 
Nature Its. 1 . Itrt'ii ni'ial prolific, wherever 
hill, and rock, and stream, urn I flower, are 
most grand, musi beautiful, most bright, 
ihere the richly crusted sculptures of u 
Pagan temple may In* ever seen, nnd reli¬ 
gion beckons willing votaries to its shrine. 
The Caves of Ckpluuita lie half shrouded 
on an island, whose position i*. perhaps, 
tin* loveliest in the world. 'Hie Caves of 
Kanaree enrich tire shaded labyrinths and 
flowery jungles of SalseLW*. The Temples 
of A bun ami Girour, look on scenes where 
imagination herself is weak in picturing 
their lieiitilies; and from the dark Caves 
of Cutlet, the early worshipper of its 
gigantic Idols, might have looked around 
u[mu a scene, which, iu later days, (idling 
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upon the gtiangerti eye* exdteii has won¬ 
dering sinpH**, that nnm should seek for 
other agents than the scene around, to 
raise his I houghm to Heaven. 

The vast solitudes of Candtifa abound 
with wild beasts of various descriptions ; 
atnl royal tigers have been known to pay 
very uaccrcmoniom visits to the tm- 
vellers Bungalow. A gentleman, bm a 
short time since, was a u ailing the arriinl 
of a friend, whom he eNjitvteri imiucdlniely 
from Bombay; at midnight* imagining he 
heart I the HummalV measured tread* ais 
they would ascend tine road Lending to the 
entrance, lie allied forth t impatient for the 
greeting. No friendly face was then?; 
but &b the jw\e moonbeams shone across 
his path* tlie stately form of a royal tiger, 
stood forth ill shadowy but bold relief, 
three feel from where lie stood* Cun* 
fronted thus with startling snddmnoss* 
each ga/ed for a moment steadfastly tin 
the oilier* when the stalely brute, turning 
slowly rounds deseendml with the same 
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heavy tread, which, from the enjoyment of 
tjiiiel slumber, had brought forth to this 
position of peril, his misjudging and lialf- 
scaml vis-4-™. 

From Candela, the best station is Glr- 
(Tamil, an uninteresting place, trnm winch 
the traveller is anxious to escape t« Pa- 
nowlee, and thence to Poonnh, wlien a 
disLance is completed of seventv-five miles, 
on a superb road, and through tlw most 
tauitiM scenery in Western India- Tlie 
most advantageous peri Mil ior 1 ravelling on 
this road is certainly during the rainy 
scroll; die splendid elicits of light and 
shade being heightened by the changing 
hues of the thunder-dunged clouds ; ami 
the numerous cataracts, falling over the 
bold scarps of die towering Ghauts, being 
swelled by the force of the mountain tor¬ 
rents; 

PoOnah is an excellent and delightful 
cantonment. Tin- moils about it arc good, 
die society hospitable and gay* ^ 
amateur theatre affords a very materia! 




SCENES IN 'HIE DECK AN. 24ft 

soutw of amusement in tkt- station, and i* 
admirably supported. The building; is 
pretty and well lighted, the stogr small, 
but tlfe briery and drop curtain excel¬ 
lently painted, good limuera bcmg usually 
found among llie European hg] tilery, 
A good orchestra, occupied by the best 
nillititiy hmuh completes 1 lie arrangements; 
ami the whole is o fertile source of general 
entertainment, St*vend officers of the 40tJi 
regiments some abort time since stationed at 
Founah, were admirable as amateurs of the 
histrionic art ; and I have sixers the School for 
Strandiil. the Rivals, the Critic, and many of 
our best English comedies* performed in a 
manner which would have been cmli table 
to actors M profession , These am use- 
men is an- commonly terminated by a 
supper, which the amateurs either enjoy in 
character on the stage, or adjourn lr> do 
full justice ic. ui the in A ghbottrmg bunga¬ 
low of some hospitable patron of the 
comic muw* On the occasions of a dress 
rehearsal, (he wliliew and their fomilics 
laive an entree, and us b frequently 
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remarked of the galleries of an English 
theatre, tliis rank of eodeiy Appear almost 
more capable of appreciating a witty 
Having, or a mortiJ MMitimeut, than their 
wealthier and more sophisticated neigh¬ 
bour*. Fancy bidlk f are also a »urra of 
considerable amusement to the sociol <"ir- 
de, an well m of pecuniary advantage to 
the Borah ami Dim tribe*, the lirst Mug 
persecuted by applications for tinsel and 
coloured satins, and ibe latter puzzled to 
dip and fit such garments, as offer a task 
quite unrivalled in difficulty, by any of 
their common avocations. To fashion the 
grey coat of Napoleon f or adorn the 
ribuned hat of M asawtntdlo, arc compa¬ 
ratively dm pie duties; but the full ilre*s 
uniform of an Austrian officer, the pic¬ 
turesque costume of a Swiss peasant* or 
the drooping beaver of Robin Hood, plunge 
them in dismay- The effect of uu f uilliui 
boll-mom, on these particular festivities, 
really affords a proof of very coimiderable 
gening in producing results so admirable. 
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nut of l Ekl* very scanty means, commonly 
alone procurable, in the Borah stores of a 
native bazaar. 

Ttie desired costume is usually well 
arranged* and the groups which comprize 
the festive scene are varied, striking, and 
well adorned* Sultans, Sultana*!* Greeks, 
Neapolitans Spanish Cavalier throng the 
assembly j while here* a Dr- Syntax may 
bo seen in search of the picturesque* or tt 
court dress of the last ism tmy will win 
Eulmimiinn, on the superior gracefulne» of 
a modern antique* The gentlemen of 
Poonnh find their principal iimusement in 
hog-hunting pic-nius, which until a late 
order, were usually enjoyed on consecutive 

Thursdays* In a tropical climate, hng- 
bmiring is productive of almost necessary 
excitement, and is a most agreeable variety 
to the monotony of camp existence, The 
daw ii of ati appointed day sees the ankni 
sjKirtsmun far on his way to tlie distant 
§pot* n litre horse and friends tt wait him. 
Here the O-nls arc pitched, and the flutter- 
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ing dag 1 neaps the wild bour ft if j tn ensign* 
After capital riding, over a tint- mid lovely 
country, the sport once iklsi, upcare lost 
and won, the wild hunts dragged in 
triumph home, the beaters wearied arid 
exhausted, reposing on the ground, tile 
I«uly, lk elU good fellows/* adjourn to their 
encampment* open their stores of welcome 
and required refoesluiitmq then 

" Tafcts the cnp > 

And drain rt np, 

To aujL^e,, spar mft gpi*?, 1 * 

The evening sees them on their hit*, 
returning into camp, all with renewed 
healtli, good spiriis, and gtHtd-feeliiig* 
The Deekan generally, abounds with game; 
but the country h dangerous, mid dillcidt 
to ride over, a circumstance, however, 
which seems rather to etc Tea so than 
diminish the upartamaa’a raol. From 
tlie good rid Lug required, and personal 
peril bieurreil by a hog-hunter, this sport 
deservedly ranks higher than an v oilier. 
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in a moral [foiut of view, it likewise doe?* 
so. 'Hit- vigour and pfteretmess of tine 
animal fenders the a very equal 

one. Thi- wild hour strikes fear into his 
opponent. and even the horse, * + who 
pa well i in iht i valley and rejoieeUi in hit 
strength/' trembles before him. Again* 
I uig- 1 j ui i ring pn uimle-H goo*I feDowflhi p, 
without incurring the gross vice of intern- 
pennies An uiteiiipemle man eannoi 
hr a good Bportmum | the effect of intern- 
pennies is to relax the fibres, to weaken 
the energies. to exhaust die Hystenn Tile 
necessities of hug-hunting call all it num + s 
ruental and bodily [towers into [nil action * 
or, hi ihr continual danger of the sport* hh 
life would he the sacrifice. The Gliitul* 
which the wild hog usually infesh are of 
immense height. and in parts nearly 
perpendicular, formed nf ledges of scarp 
rock, down which tin 1 sportsman musi 
not hesitate to push fab steed, urging the 
noble Arab to spring from point to point, 
heedless of all save the object of his speed ; 
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then, anti 11 pe till (Jieii, wheiP the q»«ir of 
the hunter is (Jveii in the 1>1 <xk 1 nl the 
grim grey boor, a ml his s teed , with si mim¬ 
ing side* and expanded nostril r is pan ting 
by his side, does he review like ground be 
inti passed in momenta of excitement, 
and the Nimrod of the day trembles at the 
danger lie so hue defied. 

The (Governor's bungalow at Dapnurie* 
is a beautiful residence, situated tint a 
mile nr two from Poouah- It lias the 
advantage of possessing a good botanical 
garden, filled with the choicest Oriented 
a in I exude plan is. The soil of the Dfcekan, 
is remarkable, l think, for its congeniality 
U> tlio growth of geraniums, tile scarlet 
< tencri|itiou tlrmri.sliiug mosr luxunanfly 
in the gardens of the cantonment* 

The Poona] i Auxiliary Horse,as a body 
of irregular cavalry, form a weB-drilled 
and valuable local corps. They cany a 
spear* instead of the more common match¬ 
lock, nmi wear the Malmitta Puggree, nr 
Turhau, secured below die diiiu This 
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dress is easy* yet has mi air of military 
comiMtrinesH about it, which accords well 
with the hwtdsonie figures, and soldierlike 
bearing of the wearers. 

Much lilts been said fur and against the 
policy of organizing local and provincial 
corps* and uf draining the regular army 
for European officers to command them. 
They have Ikscii slated to prove of little 
aid hi times of general warfare* inasmuch 
as their removal on active service, may be 
considered as o breach of faith. Tim fa a 
suljject inure united to a military, than 
a woman's pen; I would only remark* as 
die result uf personal observation, that the 
nervices of a portion uf the PooMh irie- 
giiJurH, Inng stationed in Cutch, have been 
found highly valmhlepind that at 
fine tiettudmicnt from Poontdi, are uetneH 
employed with the advanced or my in our 

north-weartmi frontier, and am ithcr, with the 

reserve force of the Indus hi Lower Sindh- 
Thi?y have lieen ever found to lie a 
ordinate, intelligent, useful cla?s of men ; 
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anil while available for foreign duly, u* 
their present position proves, are eminent¬ 
ly valuable in times of Local excitement 
from Uicir geographkaJ knowledge <4 a 
province, and the resource** habit*. ami 
retreat* of it* inhabitant*. 

The natives of Paonah mould curiam 
little toys of rlaVp descripthe of Hindoo 
castes* and the several employment* of the 
people. Tlie groups are characteristic, of 
giMd proportion*, and well coloured : aiul 
die figures being suitably attired, aflbrd 
an admirable idea of native costume* and 
general appearance. The Palau keen and 
it* HiiidoBtEtn la avers—the women grind¬ 
ing die coni for family consumption- -the 
vali nursing a European infant—and; die 
llonili displaying his varied goods are 
among die beat specimen* of the plastic 
an, as it is practised by die Foul ink ar¬ 
tists. Baskets and screens, woven of die 
sweet scented Kimkos grass, and adorned 
with gold and crimson velvet, and the 
emerald bee de-wing, are also pretty articles 
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fnf fancy commerce ; together with brace¬ 
lets and necklaces, carved ingeniously from 
odorous woods, linked with gold beads and 
limit uiftJitflJ wire. 

The native city of Pnoiwih, is of con- 
aideraljlf extent, bnt its wealth and power 
are jut inurej since it* conquest by British 
arms, itikd the consequent humiliation of 
the Peishwall, the former splendour of this 
once important seuL uf Mahratta sove¬ 
reign t) T has bee© lowered* until it HOW hears 
only the character of a common bazaar, 
filled with the articles in usual demand 
amongst the people* The power of the 
Bnduninival priestlKioil lms l>een humbled 
with that of their prince; and even the 
splendid temple of Pjirbuttee* retains but 
ftw vestiges of its original splendour- The 
situationp however, of Jus temple of the 
Miilint:tin Goddess?,* ifc eminently beam* 
tiful, looking down from a lofty hill, on 
the smooth waters of a nuik winning ini- 
medktely at it* foot, ami surrounded by 
* FiimtL 
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luxuriant gardens, rich in the empurpled 
elnatres of the Deek&n vine, ami the dusky 
fruit of the *weet~juieed pomegranate 
The neighbourhood of Poonali lb deficient 
in subjects of interest; the priiicipal t per¬ 
haps, Ifci a grove of bemtifid mango trees, 
planted bv the Fashmoh* in expiation nf 
the murder of hhf brother; and the Ke- 
tunh Bang, a country scat of the same 
prince, si tun Led about four milea from (lie 
oily- This beautiful spot, is at present 
OOcapkd by Signor Mu Mi, and is devoted 
to die production and culture of the Italian 
mulberry, intended w* a nuranry for the 
delimit? and useful si] k-wonn, The chvd- 
ling-hmisie itself is a beautiful building, 
supported on handsome Sunueuic arches; 
while the lovely ground* are adorned iviih 
cool kiosks, and numerous jeta of spark- 
ling wnter, Signor Maui's introduction 
oi the silk-worm, is likeh in effect con¬ 
siderable improvement in ihe condition of 
die Deck™ Ryots; and experience has al¬ 
ready pro veil the quality of the Bilk pro- 
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ducedj. to be well adapted for man nfnc tit res 
of Use finest texture, First, however, In 
the character of an energetic and tfdenfciik 
eKperimenizdifit, eagerly engaged in testing 
the agricultural capabilities of the Deckan* 
must be noticed Mr. Skmdt p a gentleman 
by birth a Swede, and she protege ■■I 
Sir John MaUidin* with wlmm he trav elled 
much, more particularly during Ids em* 
bossy to Persia. Tina talented Individual 
possesses grants of land ibr the purpose* 
already mentionedj and in most case*, his 
euergv hie* been rewarded by complete 
success, Mr, Smith bn* found, that three 
deicri plums of cotton tfourhh admirably 
on the JJeckan soil ; these are the Ame¬ 
rican, the Gii^zemtce, and the Maltese, 
lib grapes and exotic vegetables, are a )m 
very far superior l»* any product ol other 
grounds, and Ids experiments have proved 
dull the American cochineal tiourisheft ad¬ 
mirably ; but on plant* of the smooth de- 
script ion of Cactus only. The interest of 
the British public h now partially awaken- 
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etl, towards the condition of die Agricul- 
turn I of their fellow-snbjeets in die 

East ; anil I trust Ll mi a freedom from 
prejudice* and a knowledge rtf facts, will 
ere long induce many to follow the aul- 
rmrjitde system of Mr. 8limit, and dial 
Ciovemment will second their cmleavonre* 
until the wild m|Kldfmfl Blicel shall be¬ 
come a peaceful cultivator — die den» 
jungle^ of towering bramble be cleared 
for useful produce, arid the rich volleys, 
yield forth thd* golden crops. 

The condition of the Indian funner, 
desm'i* our warmest lominiMrutimi; ami 
sympathy will best he shewn in un earn¬ 
est and well directed endeavour to derate 
Uh character, and to relieve his wants. 
In olden times, suck, bum, and destroy, 
were unr military watchwords \ we en* 
deavoured to ensluvc, or to e\ lerruinaii? 
tlse reficI spirits, whom necessity and out¬ 
rage had awakened lo the forlorn hope of 
defending their natural rights, against the 
alien and the stranger; but a system tie- 
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cesaary at one period in the history of a 
conquered people, may be tendered dan¬ 
gerous in its application, a-hen the isociu] 
anti mural condition of that people undergo 
varieties of change. In die ea.se of British 
India. therefore. wisdom anil observation 
instruct ns. that die plough will support 
our interests and oiir cause* letter than 
the sword ; and the blessings of die fafttiei, 
once disseminated throughout the glow¬ 
ing land of onr richest, ami most fertile 
colony, the weapon of die warrior tuny 
rest in pence, and die teaming soil be rich 
in the seeds of harvest, rather than red 
widt the blond of her slaughtered people. 
Then Ehidi die rich valleys of the Conran, 
under the ride of a merciful and enlight¬ 
ened Govemnwnt, look trustingly up to 
die embattled Fortrc*» T and the mighty 
Ghaut; no longer fearing the devastating 
force of bariniotis power; but hailing from 
the one T refreshment for liar crops, and 
from die other, sure protection lor her 
labouring peasants* 


2m 


SCENES IN THE DECK AN, 


TLiJt 3 recofleetioii r>f Mr* Sundt, and his 
interesting objects, tjftve betrayed me into 
a digression from the subject, which wos a 
simple description uf the beauties ami pe¬ 
culiarities of PDonah, and its immediate 
neighbourhood. HavIng p tlj erefore, with 
almost in voluntary earnestriess T Bympa- 
tliiscd in the objects of the general patriot, 
I may be allowed oil attempt to Interest the 
antiquarian, m a slight description of a 
my curious and ancient temple, little 
kuuwn p J believe, to the visitors of the 
Deckati* 

Between the bridge of the Sun guru, 
near Poonah, and the cantonment of Kir- 
kee, a distance of al*uut two miles, is an 
extensil e plain, on w hich Sir Arthur Wel¬ 
lesley pitched his camp* during the cele¬ 
brated battle nf Kirkee- In riding across 
this plain on one occasion, my horse sud¬ 
denly stopped at the edge of wliat ap¬ 
peared a simple excavation ; dismounting, 
bow ever, I discovered a singular cave tem¬ 
ple, cut in the Llmestooe rock* In die 
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centre,, a circle of rude columns, in the 
simplest style of Himlou architecture, snip- 
ported si block of the solid rock, below 
which knell the sacred Nandi,* rough- 
hewn, ami imc&p&ritioxfed. On either side 
of the outer circle, were two small cells, 
probably the abode of priests ; and ai flic 
farther end* cutting oft“ as it were, a seg¬ 
ment of the circle, si succession of square 
pilhirs. supporting the roof, formed a sort 
of cloistered avenue, about sixty feet bog, 
terminating in. a null of evidently modem 
ereettop, concealing, probably, the sanctum 
of die god ; the w hole a rude and simple 
excavation, yet eminently curious, ansi 
well deserving the investigation of the an¬ 
tiquary* Few person h in Foonah are 
aw are of the existence of inch a temple, 
and I think it not iniitfmibSe, that ^nie 
graven ditffc r or sculptured evidence of the 
past, might be found, wherewith to reward 
the labourer^ research. 

The great military omd between the 
cantonments of Ivirkcc: and Pooanhi ia ox- 
* The inert'd BttQ of 
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ceUent, imt] forms the pleasantest ride ui 
die neighbourhood; the Nurigtim bridge, 
>nd the bank scenery of the river, is mi- 
usually pretty; and the varied groups of 
native peasantry. Interest llie observer in 
Uiom pursuits of active life, without which, 
die fairest landscape is dull and incom¬ 
plete. 

Kirkee is a small but pretty cantonment, 
long the station of her Majesty** fourth 
dragoons* n corps whose nodal qualities 
among the officers, him I excellent conduct 
of the men, can never permit their leaving 
India without die deep regret of every in¬ 
dividual, who may have been associated 
willi them, either u» friends* or fellow-sol- 
die it. A short time since, a small sum 
was raised by subscription, and die dra¬ 
goons were given die permission of either 
building (I - hurt'll, or erecting a theatre, nl 
Kirkf-e, The interests of the drama pre¬ 
vailed, and a very neat little I’difice, deco¬ 
rated with appropriate scenery, and all the 
necessaries for stage effect, soon became a 


SCENES IN THE RECEATO 301 

source of considerable amusement lit the 
station. W In U h the officers eontribuled their 
Uiknls In 1 lie theatre at ?oi mufiu the men tore 
pu^ion to very rags at Kirkce; ;wd a gaunt, 
red-whiskered eergeant of ilr,Lgoons f might 
be seen attired in very -tip propriate femak 
Costume, melting in sentimentiii grief, over 
the pangs of unrequited love, or the heart¬ 
break ing miseries of perj mod fuiili* Tragic 
mill touching ^cenea having the preference, 
bathos reigned supreme ; and some becom¬ 
ing authors, as well as actors, (their early 
lack of education compelling the employ¬ 
ment of an oimnuetisls,) those who pos¬ 
sessed ci sense of the ridiculous in any 
great degree, would have found eminent 
amusement a I the Klrkce theatre; white 
the multllarlouB duties of the orchestral 
hand, really demanded sympathy, the 
jjre l i i si 1 1 g i j u-rgies of the \ u?rft 1 rnHT>. 1 >cing 
equally divided between the anluouj duties 
arising from u desire of excellence in three 
department^’—-military music* theatrical uc- 
com puduient, und gra v cst pooluicily. The 
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Dead March in Saul, might he equally 
required with the overt ure to Tom Thumb,, 
or the hundredth psalm} thus the melody 
of each wm prudently pouri^d forth in turn, 
a singular melange of incongruous subject 
During the hot season, a line hill fort, 
called Siiightir (or die Yuma hold)* situated 
about ten miles from Pooimh, utfords u 
cool anti salubrious retreat from Lite search¬ 
ing winds of the plain ; bui possessing no 
ucl-onlejh n In lion beyond pitching ground 
for tents, the Mqhafauleahwar hills is a 
more general report From Poonuli, a dak 
of bearers can be laid in any direction the 
traveller may cfaarire, and as tlie r rml to the 
Ghauts docs not allow the pas^n^e of a 
carriage, a Palkee forms the usual convey- 
once* The only station on the road is that 
oi SSalmra, whose heat and rnoinj£ouv r have 
obtained for it the common sobriquet of 
Sleepy Hollow," The cantonment is 
stnall f but beautifiillj situated, in a lovely 
vide* surrounded by towering Ghauts, the 
sun units of several crowned with majestic 
and impregnable The scene, an- 
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marked hy the usual characteristic of 
Indian landscape (the mil coeon-nui Im j, 
is fertile and ridily-enltivsUed, the plain in 
muny parts being -enclosed with rich 
hedgerows, The fine road 5 J ead i ng through 
avenues of bright tamarind tree**; the sciti- 
teretl bungalows, with their thatched roofs 
and flowery gardens, and the quiet herds 
feeding beneath the shade, would induce 
the traveller to believe he trod the soil of 
Devon'* -ntnriy vales, ifid not the grotesque 
ornament of 1 he neighbouring temples* 
and the various Incidents of the scene, 
shackle hm imagination with the realities 
of n tropic Hmie. The Hajali of ttattatt, 
an Individual possessing eonsidenihk- in- 
teIIigence P has established an English 
school in the city, and has devoted much 
of hte attention to the education of his 
daughter* on whose ceremonies o f betroth- 
meat, lie is said to have eatpemfat upwards 
of three lacs of rupees. * 

■ Tills Punct must bti niiw spnkcn of su tin-1±* 
ftnjmh, burin- Ifllrlr dethroned by order of ihe 
British %ri 1 v !'fliilEtE lI. 


284 


SCENES IN THE IiECKAN- 


The Dak traveller, leaving Sattara in the 
evening, dawn sees him at the loot of the 
stupendous Ghauts, on, which hm been 
cut the nmd leading to the Mahabulesh- 
war Hills. VVim ling along the Bleep 
brows of leaser Ghauts, piled an it were to 
oppose the desecrating foot of man, the 
scene becomes rich in its features of Hrtb- 
lime ami fertile loveliness ■ cadi Ghaut 
I icing thickly wooded, from its pale purple 
and a unlit hmw f to w here the gathering 
and snowlike wreaths of limy clouds con¬ 
ceals its union with the Lowlands. Oft 
either ride of the curving pathway, rich 
and graceful tree", festooned with n variety 
of blooming creepers, charm the eye; 
white about their knurled roots* as if 
hurled by I he thunder-armed power of the 
giant storm, lie nmssivc fragments of tirne- 
stumed rocks, crushing the verdure on 
which they fell, until time has again, with 
ten d crest touch , encouraged fragile and 
flowery weeds to spring from their ilark 
ckfts, and sun their sweet heads in the 
passing breeze. 
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Continuing onward* > incre&aed bright* 
sink to insignificant efFeetes ; magnificent 
views increase in their glorious wonders; 
surcessions of towering momiTitimt, varied 
stuil fantastic, bearing frvdi and glowing 
verdure, here crowned with thin vapour, 
there resting on the azure sky in bold 
relief, fascinate the tniiellen* attention, 
until lie attains the t n m m it of the Moha- 
bideshwar Hills, and an atmosphere cold, 
clear, and most iuvigomtingly delightful. 
Tile fijMjl chosen for residence, is com- 
puled to he four thousand five hundred 
feet above the level of the sen. Pretty 
Bungalows are erected, on etnineucess which 
command the most splendid combina lions 
of scenery } iind are interspersed with 
Len t sc, tile iudcpefidetil residences of liluii v 
among the bachelor vid Uinta to thf Maha- 
bulesiiwnr Hills. A Sanitarium a fiords 
comfortable act-os 11 modai U in to in v ulid 
ofFicers, mtU persons being allowed the 
use of two apartments in it t at a monthly 
rent of twenty-five rupees. Near till* 
VOL. II. N 
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spot, a simple obelisk ban been ftds |a d to 
perjwfeuiite the nwwtttj 1 of S>ir Sinbooy 
Beckwith, runny yercre coinniamler-it^hief 
nf the Bombay Army* The domestic vir- 
lues of this amiable man, are cub ►gbeed in 
ii few touching md appropriate lines r 
written by his widow* 

The ter el gnjimd of the MnhabuteBbwwr 
Hills* is covered with a tangled verdure, 
consisting principally of plants of fcm 
and arrow root, which latter has somewhat 
the appearance of a tail white lily, with 
targe, smooth, and bright green leaves. 
The jungle abounds with tigers T birilldoe, 
tteil ghye, bears, wolves, elk, and every de¬ 
scription of game; but hunting in these 
wild solitudes, b often attended with great 
dither, and sometunes with fatal results, 
Sydney and ElpMmtone Points, sin- im¬ 
mense bluffs of rock, from which the mOfli 
extensive and magnificent views are oh- 
tained of the rich Concan scenery, ami its 
beautiful fortresses., crowning Uie summits 
of surrounding Ghauts. The sea is visible 
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Hi 4i distance of thirty miles ; and the 
lave) y gorge* of the mountain-sides sparkle 
with innumerable cataracts, rushing with 
headlong violence to the placid streams, 
which wind among the rich pasturage of 
the sunny plains. About four miles from 
the Sanitarium, is die village of Miiliabu- 
lathwifi die source of the far-famed and 
very holy River Khruhna* The word 
Malialml^hwiir, in its divisions, signifies 
u the great and good God l M And over 
the sacred waters (wliicli have two distinct 
source*) are large and curious temples, 
arched and columned* singular specimens 
of Hindoo architecture* Ln each, die 
stream inning from the mouth of the 
Nandi,* is received into a tank of mean- 
r- kkmble size, whence it flows in a ser¬ 
pentine cosine through s beautiful and fer¬ 
tile valley, until, joined by the variotn? 
waters which flow down the wooded 
gorges of die neighbouring hills, it swells 
into a rapid and scarcely fordable river 

* SucTuil BulL 
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Ft’'v scones are mow lovely than the bernt- 
tifnl Valiev of the Khrishna, ns seen from 
the open Temples of Mahabuleshwar. 
The smooth anil brightly gleaming waters, 
like u silvery thread, wind their quiet way 
between the richly wooded hills, which 
form a vista of fertile shelter to the grassy 
bunks ; while the herds, feeding peacefully 
beside the sacred river, complete the scene, 
and iiflbrd a glimpse of piistortd beauty, 
the more fair and sweet, perhaps, sis con- 
trustcd with the sublime mountain soli- 
ttides of the immediate neighbourhood. 

The iK'rcsfjiry supplies of life, arc 
readily procured upon the hills, from a 
good ha/uar, stocked with European ar¬ 
ticles ; the soil is highly favourable to cul¬ 
tivation, and several Chinamen posses? 
gardens well slocked with English vege¬ 
tables j the potatoes, more particularly, 
being nearly equal to those ul the TSeib 
ghetiy hills; the beef and mutton are also 
of superior quality, the latter line-gnuiusl, 
and of the most excellent flavour. 
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The climate of Mafabideahwar ia fre¬ 
quently *ufliricnl]y cold to render fires 
necessary, and is found highly renovating 
In in iiisdtutiona exhausted by a long resi¬ 
dence in the sultry plains, Fiigs, in the 
autumn months, are prevalent, but are not 
found to produce either unpleasant or dan¬ 
gerous effects. 

The walks and drives shout the liDIs* are 
numerous and beautiful; lung avenues, 
shaded by magnificent forest trees, afford 
noon-tide shelU s r t and permit the visitor she 
unusual iLtnl sole indulgence, of a. mid-day 
stroll beneath their shade ■ while here and 
there an opening in the rich foliage, ufturds 
a glimpse of the superb uiountairi-scencry 
■round, srrreating the slep in admiration of 
its sublime and varied wonders, Bob! 
peaks, towering and cfrmd-capt Ghauts, 
sparkling cascades* hill-forts, ileep strath^ 
surd wooded glens, bleJid tlieir magnificent 
effects in u succession of rich and glowing 
pictures, more wondrous and more grand, 
Ikon even Italy with her hold Alps and 
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smiling Pyrenees, can charm the travel¬ 
ler's eye withal. No snowy ppalfl. *tis true, 
blushing in the my* of the sun-lit sky, 
form backgrounds to the scene; hut veils uf 
fleecy vapour, with mazy indjAlinetmsn, 
sltroud the towering scarps of the eternal 
hills, while the clear atmosphere around, 
permits the eye to revel in the full majesty 
of these stupendous scents, revealing the 
sun-lit valleys, and the quiet occupation of 
their pimiids, as clearly as it does rite 
dense jungle of ihe mountain rfde, crowded 
with its wild anil savage denizens, 

To the resident in 'Western India, the 
Matiabnlediwar hills are o| r incalculable 
value. They afford an invigorating retreat 
during the exhausting heat of the summer 
months; and the keen cold air of rids de¬ 
lightful spot, re-strings the failing nerves, 
anil plants fresh rose^ on the pal lid check. 
The mind lu#es its pn.^oitiineiiTs of evil* 
and all the sad train of nervous ami h vjnv 
ihondrine depreseskiuft, are over-powered 
hy the new vigour of recovered health* 
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Tiie finest fart In the Deekan, is the 
strong-hold of Purtabgimij situated on the 
sunt tint of H Ghaut, over-looking the Mu- 
habolenbwar hills, mid die splendid scenery 
of iht* Southern Contain. "Within the fort, 
is a temple of considerable sanctity, annu¬ 
ally visited by the Rajah of Sattaru. On 
the occasion of ibis spot being made a place 
of royal pilgrimage, it wive, until & few 
veins past, customary to offer up a human 
sacrifice to the dreaded goddess of destruc¬ 
tion. Tiie history connected with the fort is 
singular and horrible, Sevajee, the lieen- 
tiona son of a Mahratta chief, chafi ng at 
paternal control + abandoned his father a 
dependants, and gathering an armed force, 
scoured the valleys of die Conran, in search 
of plunder j opposed, at length by the prince 
Abdullah Khan, Scvnjee built and fortified 
Purtabgbur, taking refuge in it for himself 
and followers. Abdullah encamped below 
its frowning battkmanta, trusting to force 
the submission of his antagonist; famine. 
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as anticipated by hia enemy* proving 
destructive to his troops. 

Sevnjoe demanded an aniiisticiN and 
pledging a warrior's faith, requested that 
Abdullah would alone and unarmed ascend 
into the fort, and grant the beseiged a 
pemmal parley* Sevajee, attended only 
by his minister, awaited the approach of 
Abdullah iii the porlcullife of the fort. 
Apparently unarmed* the chieftain ad¬ 
vanced, and courteously greeting AbdaQah, 
requested permission to salute him after 
die fashion of Ilia country* The wily traitor,, 
arturd with mailed gloves, folded \m 
enemy in his arms, and with die power of 
:1 Hercules, rent Inn Madder. The fol¬ 
lowers of Sevajee, wirii loud cheers T then 
dragged die mutilated body of Abdullah 
to die temple, where he wm at once 
beheaded on the altar of the sanguinary 
goddess, and his head elevated above the 
ramparts ul the fort, to give notice to his 
tiXMips of die horrible catastrophe* They, 
robbed of their leader, abandoned tli c 
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\*lege 7 amt many enlisted under the banner 
of the murderer, the moat emitting *>r die 
strongest man among Pagan waroctfB, 
being ever the most approved* 

TJ m fort of Purtabghur ia now ubim- 
donwl, its European eoiujnfirors having 
left only a fen 1 Sepoys in charge, and 
some Brahmins Living retained hy the 
Rajah of Sat tom, for the service of tin* 
temple- Ft^rful was the night in which 
we left the fortress of Purtalighur, after 
having arrived u.L this particular [mjIiii in 
Uie tour, whose features 1 have faintly 
endeavoured to describe; dark rolled the 
thunder round die lofty lull, and bright 
was the minutest sculpture with the 
lightning’s vivid bkze. After vainly 
endeavouring to proceed, we were eou- 
stnuned to pass the night in a ihimtni 
Saulidi. or house of acoommcKkitnu for 
travellers. situated almut seven wiles from 
die fort. Thb place, indeed, like most 
others of Its kind, accommodates tlie Way¬ 
farer wkh the shelter of four high walls, 

n a 
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and a dirty door; but for all else he must 
trust to fi dine and chance/*—the time of 
hb servants* arrival, and the r ft mice of their 
bringing anything to cut, drink, or sleep 
oru 

In duo course, however, we arrived at the 
tillage of ** Mahar t " from thence intend¬ 
ing to take boat tn Bombay. Here it 
became necessary to embark in a Pal amor, 
a rni/y craft, nbont the size of a small 
fishing boat, With :t deck artificially con¬ 
structed by a jnirLt;il flooring of bamboos* 
tied together and protected by an arched 
roof of the ftime p plaited with date leaves. 
Nails are unused in the imttitfiia tuig of 
thaw boats* which are tied ingeniously 
together with coir ropes inode from the 
fibre* of tine (oco^flot tree* At the 
mouth of the Mahar river, wc made JJstn- 
contc, a singular place, with line sands 
and u pretty bay; the travellers' Bungalow 
being erected on an elevated site, com- 
man i ling a bold ami extensive view. The 
rooms were large and dean; and the win- 
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dowa curiously fomml tif talc, which is 
found in the neighbourhood in great xibun- 
dance, and ls at odw cheapo and more 
durable than gkss.* From Bon route, :i 
sail of a few hours again, landed us on the 
Bunder of Bombay, after an agreeable 
lour through the most Interesting and 
beautiful scenery of the Deckon. 

* Wluw* talc is not prGCtu»ijl£ + oyster jtiielLi sic 
fjY!|OPiith, tiacd for llir wimlflwj of t hv Cimcim BliiJ- 
gnlnw^ i t\w. rflVtt is gliMimy indeed, t\\mng ib* minv 

season. a sufficient A*grcr of trm^nreii£T rara 
being jifLKluct-J ; bowcrer, m the window* are nt 
other period* iddom ckm^ lLlc oyiter-shell ammgt-- 
mci\t is he leut pnfcrnhfc to the matted frames 
which n Tit aoineLmiea tta-rtl, tft the exclusion eif evrn 
ray of comfortable light* 


CHAPTER IX. 


CONSIDERATIONS ON THE CONDITION (>T 
WESTERN INDIA. 

Unquestionably, the present is the 
most interesting ou hi the history of our 
British possessions in India, The day of 
affected ignorance of their importance in 
past, and our [h>1 ideal and commercial 
connection with die destinies of tills great 
nation, commands the careful attention, 
not only of every philanthropist, but of 
every Patriot who desires the continued 
superiority of his country's power. Rapid 
intercourse, tile result of improved science 
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and political arrangement, lias now drawn 
India (as it wore) nearer to the shores of 
Europe; and inattad *<1 months — long 
tedious mouths—passed like a blank in 
life's short course, a brief cxcundon through 
pleasant France, on the sunny waters *<f 
the Mediterranean, und among the ancient 
relics of gorgeous Egypt, curries tin* Ini- 
Teller <it once to the paho-tasselled strands 
of glowing Inch Day by day. therefore, 
does this intimate connection betVTeeu the 
countries, make it more important, that the 
British public should learn to estimate the 
full value of this our richest colony ; and 
bv means of intellectual ami moral im¬ 
provement, render the resources of India 
more available, by in creasing tin? allegiance 
of its soldiery, and the a ttachment of the 
native people, 

Tlic capacity for agricultural production 
in India, cannot, I think, he doubted; but 
tin; davlopememt of thnt capacity, must de¬ 
pend upon the intelligence of the commu¬ 
nity, and upon the industry which would 
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be excited, by si libera] mcoxmgmmt of 
its labouring pcas&n ta* 

Ni ii w ilhs Ui rn 1 nig al I <1 i&ad vanla geo \ is 
eixcumstartiv.s India has now arrived at n 
point of civilisation and improvement* 
which must progress. Our energetic sup¬ 
port, our judicious guidance! would pro¬ 
duce high advantages indeed to India, 
combined with valuable safety to our- 
selves; but, if our jiolicy be to withhold 
ill in iiicU her eidigiitcjirurnt may tend but 
to render her rebellious and independent $ 
—a result eminently rhssaiis factory,, after 
the free ox pend ] lure of B ritain 's life and 
treasure, in Iter appropriation of the East¬ 
ern Empire. 

^ et it ih certain—and to those who think 
upon the matter at tdb eudent—that the 
iiicrwL^d infurinndon of the native gentry 
of the Presidency, the enterprise of the 
Purree merchants, anil the education of the 
youthful brunches of native families of 
rank, will Jwe T ere long., f if not freely 
yielded) that eoimderation, to widely as 
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an important portion uf the great human 
family s the Injured native* of India have 
so undeniable a right 

Main' of our advantages have been 
hitherto iterivcd from the ignorance of the 
people of India; the^e atlfantagea iw only 
lie continued, by our application of their 
intelligence. It willr therefore, be our 
bmt interest to direct that improvement 
which linn now oonmtencedj to render it 
available to our commercial objects, and 
to M:oure the alliance of an enlightened and 
guileful people, whom we u hull have 
taught to rccogrdse and to enjoy the bless¬ 
ings of civil Elation* 

Our present position in India, m consi¬ 
dered with reference to the general history 
of conquering nations* is a very peculiar 
one. The death of the great ruler of the 
Punjabj our military occupation of Sindh, 
together with the reduction of Kmibnl and 
its neighbouring depen deludes, have given 
us the prospect of extensive ami important 
tetri1 1 aid acquisitions, in the richest pur- 
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tions of Upper Asia* Political affairs in 
the piist, hu\e, in fact, very lately under¬ 
gone remarkable and unlooked-for varia- 
tiuus. " Warn, and rumours of warn ; ” 
marchings, and counter-marchings ; local 
tftsichiTVf !ui £ l threats of mv^ios, 

have succeeded to long and u piping tune* 
t>f peancr The rivtT Indus. hitherto con¬ 
sidered ilie greal natural lioimdiaj of om 
eoslcni pusse^ions, has been now panned ; 
our carHonmcuta will soon* like the allure 
of Alexander; mark the scene of our Irmm- 
plhiLiu advance ■ imd the noble river, ede- 
butted h v the historians of a classic age, 
may, ere long, \\ hen the clash of anus lias 
ceased, become the great channel of wealth 
and rivItUaLioii* not only to the barren 
lands which skirt its shores, but also 
lielween the interior of Asia and the pe¬ 
ninsula of India; while British influence 
may arouse, guide, and cherish agricul¬ 
tural anil conixncrehd industry, under the 
aiispk-es of u peaceful, wise, and liberal 
form of government. 
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The “ glaiy" of *ulwhiii)g thousand®, is 
light tn the scale of utility, when com¬ 
pared with the glory of rendering the 
conquered of our colonies ft free and 
huppv people ; of giving them induciiee 
and knowledge, of securing in them tile 
means of improvenieut in I heir coniiilkm ; 
and of grafting on ancient prejudices, 
with a view to their ultimate removal, no 
acquaintance with useful arts, in cornice* 
tii.ui with the muni! |irincipt(’s iui(l national 
creed of those, by win we force of inns 
India hoe not only been subdued, hut 
rifled of her gold, her liberty, and her 
dearest hopes, 

Ni t ver |K’rh;t[i5, wait there a l m> l involv¬ 
ing so grent, and so heavy ft responsibility 
upoil tiny nation, ns that w hich attaches to 
the British dominion in India; ami dully 
is this country becoming respwwlbltf, 
its our territorial coihjufflt increases, and 
the happiness, politically and morally, of 
increasing thousands, U plicitl within our 
jjower. Apathy, to an Incoraprchenniblc 
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degree, yet exists in England on tlii3 
mementmts subject; although some few, 
and those forcmwt in the ranks of pun? 
philanthropy, exert their voices to advocate 
the cause of degraded India™ The power 
of opinion once preponderating in support 
of the improved condition of oar fellow- 
subjects in die east, the result is certain; 
this power alone iiaa emancipated the 
Negroes* and it will also achieve the eman¬ 
cipation of die Hindoos* The one has 
been an exemption from die lash, and 
from the taskmaster—die other mut be a 
deliverance from oppression, from tyranny, 
from ignorance, and from idolatry - Eng¬ 
land boasts now her u British Indian 
Society/' her Aborigines Protec tion 
Society,” and other associations, advocat¬ 
ing die extended scheme of universal l*ene- 
vofenee ; die heart of every wise politician, 
and of every right-minded individual in 
the world* must respond ti> the sentiments 
which form their basis; but unfortunately, 
the condition of India, the character of her 
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people, the capacity of her soil, tin? fer* 
tillziijg power of her noble riu-re, are not 
yet fully appreciated, nor in general 
understood. She is spoken of, indeed, w 
“ the brightest jewel in the Hritish crown," 
but the incrustation on the jewel is not 
noted. The time is nl hail'I, however, 
when our own safely will demand that 
tiiis jewel should be polished; and wen? 
this not the fart, the spirit of conquest 
alone, we would hope, could not, in a 
Christian country, so fur absorb all human 
sympathies, as to render us indifferent to 
tlie fate of those we conquer. British 
troops will ere Jong be subsidized in 
Simlh; and that in the midst of a starving 
population, on the banks of a noble river, 
flowing through a trai l of more than 1700 
miles in extent* and through a soil which 
with the least exertion, would produce 
abundantly, buA for the support of its 
inhabitants and for foreign export; and yet, 
at present there is no agriculture, no know¬ 
ledge of the arts of peace, and uo stimulus 
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of interest among the people. Cun we 
the eontin nance of such s state of 
things as this? Can we, for example, 
note the mouldering state of the ancient 
Pattala ?*—can we see it in the occupation 
of British troops, and not seek to restore 
its manufacturing greatness P Cam we 
throw open Lhe highway from tlie fine 
port of Cunachcc, to the great mart of 
Skikarpoor* with its eaahmcrts, its indigo, 
its cotton + and its opium, and not labour 
for the civilization of the surfmintthirf 
chief* P Surety* none but enemies to 
humanity and mankind, could imagine 
any trust so grossly abused, or remain 
so totally insensible to every demand of 
justice and philanthropy. Out interest 
and our policy, olik^ require the adap- 

* TV modem TfittiL A city ou re edebrand among 
tV cities nf tint world* far the beauty of its fine dllti 
and woven garmtniii, far it* rich smlpiures, and well 
stocked libraries ; now a duster of desolate ruins* of 
poor nnd inisenihlfclmu, wberc tiie art of ibe wojt vzt a 
ia confined lo the immufrirtitro of fabrics of the 
cosnert maierinl. 
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ration of wine anil efficient Measuresdie 
present condition of lbs people of Imlm j 
inasmuch as while we move onward*, 
Hushed with success. re[»eHiiig encroach¬ 
ment, and securing territory *. in tracts 
which we leave slightly guarded, I he 
people of India are thinking for themselves, 
are overcoming prejudice, arid are gaining 
knowledge. Thin progress is dangerous 
to our supremacy, unless wc endeavour to 
assimilate (hi- native community more and 
more to ourselves; to give them iniluence, 
and security ; to rule them with mildnessj 
U> attach them by interest; and to admit 
them to a participation in the advantages 
we possess. Our rule in India, hitherto, 
lias been by the sword ; there exist no lies 
between ourselves and the Indian people 
calculated to attach them U> n» bv the 
indissoluble bonds of either religi-.us or 
pnfitkal union. Could we, however, but 
identify their interests with our own in 
in the "government of their country, could 
we induce them to adopt u purer faith. 
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then indeed should we lie the benefactors 
of the conquered, and rulers to whom 
they would he bound by every sentiment 
of gratitude and affection. 

The question of ecuivennon to Chris- 
tianiL% r p is one to be treated of u ith great 
delicacy, and requires grave consideration 
on die part of all* The labours of the 
Missionaries engaged in Western India, 
(however distinguished for their piety 
and zeal,) have, l fesir, but a very limited 
success, the enures of which it may be 
somewhat difficult to explain; hut pro¬ 
bably iL is not venturing too much, when 
it is said that the hare imurmnceuicnt of 
ihe true religion Is not sufficient to brmk 
down the mass of superstition which* from 
ancient limes, lias degraded die Hindoo 
character* Founded as our religion is 
upon miracles, and Involving mysteries too 
deep for the human mind to gmnp, it & 
scarcely to be expected that we, as con¬ 
querors, preaching to them those truths, 
should obtain at once a conscientious ae* 
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quiescence in their belief of their divine 
origin. On the cun truly, we find 
mnin tiiininij ii religion full of mysteries, 
in their estimation much more sacred. ami 
older than oiii own : tod it present, il 
does not appear that they are qualified, 
either by education, habit, or mental 
power, to examine that chain of testimony 
by which the truth of Christianity is 
proved, and by means of which other na~ 
lions have become believers. The first 
emissaries of our religion had to contend, 
in many places, with diflfcnltfc* not unlike 
those of India ; but, as Dr. Paky has ob¬ 
served, u thnj possessed means of eon no¬ 
tion ivliieh we have not, and hud proofs t f » 
appeal to, which we want." IFr bate only 
the ham statement of facts, true indeed in 
themselves, but unable to compel belief *>n 
the simple exhibition of them, because 
no miracles are wrought at the time, 
whereby to shew divine agency, and the 
power of divine authority, to overturn an¬ 
cient superstitions- Everything presented 
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to the mind on religious subjects now* rt- 
quires UiJi+.L and thought* and diligent in- 
t estigatioii; Prat* as to the historical testi¬ 
mony of die fueLs, and secondly, m to the 
fitness uf the morality hieuleated sis coming 
from a tiiriue source, Wo preach our 
religion before an ignorant and supersti¬ 
tious people, and expect almost instAnta- 
litmus cnuvornioti: while experience le^ti- 
fi«s P dint tile great truths of mjUir^l reli¬ 
gion must first be belleveil, respected* and 
applied, before the truths of revelation can 
make any satisfactory progress. 

There is, I feur, reason to apprehend 
dial in numerous eases wherein conversion 
is reported, the same is mum among the 
lowest caste as the result of interest* thiui 
among* i those of higher caste, w ho have 
influence in society ; all of whom nii.se a 
barrier of outraged stud cscited prejudice 
against the preacher, instead uf receiving 
\m doctrines with candour and respect* 
The opinions of the loomed Iliuiimohun 
Rov\ of Mr* Adam (himself u Missionary)* 
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of the gsitle, benevolent, and intelligent 
Abbe Dubois, (also a I toman Catholic 
Missionary,) afford evidence of a ftitnflof 
nature, tending m prove that tW ta.sk of 
conversion, in the present condition of 
the people of India, is hopeless; and that 
the dibits already made have foiled to 
produce any geueetl or enlarged effects. 
I believe that education afonc will produce 
this good—that ignorance and prejudice 
must be assailed by intelligence—ilmt 
iheir nnk weeds must be cleared away by 
iiMuml truth, and that the mil must lw 
prepared to receive an exotic phiut, ere we 
can hope to see it flourish and naturalize 
itself in a foreign clime* Were a sensible 
florist desirous of tnuisplanfliig a rare and 
curious shrtth in a dlstunt spit, were bis 
first labour not to clear that spot to eariy 
mould of a proper quality to improve the 
soil, WO as Ii> render il congenial in the 
plant, be could never hope that it would 
it row and lluurish there. Is the human 
vi)r„ il. 
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mind to 1st loss U-mterly treated Hum u 
delicate exotic? Can we expect novel 
tenets to take root and liourisli in a soil 
choked with weak? or the mxd of find's 
trulli to grow when wraltcred on a stony 
ground ? Shall we not seek first to remove 
the obstacles which exist, mid that to in¬ 
troduce llie benefit desired? 

Let us enlarge the menus of intellectual 
improvmnmt amongst the people °f 
India; let ns inform them on matters of 
science, of art, of literature, ami of taste; 
let die English language lw spoken in 
their schools; let English masters lead 
litem in the pallet of knowledge; let us 
attach them to us by gentleness, benevo¬ 
lence, ami cjuity ; and thru, when supersti¬ 
tion totters to itshuse, and tin-Pagan temples 
are forsaken by their votaries, Urn labour* 
of the Missionary may crown the good 
work of native civilization» mul India will 
indeed he the brightest jewel in the British 
crown, unsullied by a spot to dim its 
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lustre. Unfortunately, it hint been fount I. 
that the division of cutes among the 
Hindoo people, lias been tlie perpetual 
r ]n-ck in rd! union between them; and «nt- 
iu‘iitlv Ute gteut support of the stronger s 
power. To enlighten tin- people would 
fa. to destroy this important ml vantage; 
eonst queuth her conrptefors luivc hesitated 
to do so. But we must now think and 
legislate for India in her future relations 
w till us j mu I therefore on a more enlarged 
smlc of policy* She will not always nan- 
sent to be thus chained to our chariot 
wheels; her people will learn, and will 
assume attitudes o| important; progressive 
civilization will inevitably be the result of 
a more general and rapid eominunUrutioii 
with the Shorn of England; and with if 
the passive, the gentle, the enduring 
Hindoo, will demutul his rights : and 
Britain will never have completed her 
duty, until tin- people of India shall be 
as free, as intelligent, and us industrious. 
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sls those on our happier island, to whom 
the poor Hindoo, with justice, looks fur 
protection and for luipe. 

Were tinv opinion that 1 could offer 
likely in lie of the smallest weight, I would 
my that every native of the large tern lory 
of India should possess the advantages of 
an extensive national education—the means 
of producing which desirable end, tipper 
to hr the organization of a university in 
the Presidency., with subordinate sclotols. 
under the auperimcntlencc* of a commiUeei 
selected mud adapted far the rrajHimuhte 
duties of slicit a vocation. Branch dis¬ 
trict sdiuola should lie cstahlbdicih where n 
system of education* suited to the wants 
mid condition of the people, should be 
pursuit I; and where native teacher* should 
preside, chosen from among the scholar* 
oi the college classes, Howards of honour¬ 
able distinction should be inside the incen¬ 
tives to study, and no other discipline he 
excreted but that which udeets the ujiinL 
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and elites laudable exertion* mining from 
il proper spirit of iitwiuary emulation* 

The details of Ibe system, the establish^ 
incut of rules to secure for the 

prvjiidk'fis of casU\ until enlightenment 
shall rein I er (hose rules unuecissi ury\ may 
he easily nrmnged; * mill then, day by 
day, (were swell tut a ns employe 1,) pnsju* 
dices would crumble I imcath tile progress <i I 
intcliigctti-'e, our labour would be Lightened* 
and the chain ofnative degmihilbn loosened 
in every link* 

Happily* the beautiful country of India, 
and its gentle inhabitants, have found 
smttr generous defenders; and die time i* 
lit hand* when we may justly Lope that 
knowledge and wisdom, the equal right , 
if not die equal inheritance, of v\ erv por¬ 
tion of the human Family, shall be shed 
ubrmid in India 5 ami, ns dim glowing 

* A similar syrt™ to ihis Un*, I htflwvr, Ihhh 
™whdtTiMT worked mit in Bishop'* Called in t d- 
ruUn, inti wall mrllmt lucoeif*. 
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Iji.ii fJ has been long celebrated in tJse com¬ 
merce of the world, for the natural Urn- 
* un ‘ s her red gold and orient produce, 
so shall she become ugnm great among 
die nations j m distinguished for her com- 
meffdul energy, her enlightened influence, 
her fidelity, her price Spies of morals, and 
Urr wisdom of legi-slafloii, The eiriJina¬ 
tion of India will Ik? a monument to British 
P° lVer * wlik'lt will endure throughout the 
riges «f the world; not perishable as 
graven records, not itramblitig as thu jKjnip 
*»f sculptured art — u for the aspirations of 
gratitude, sem fori 1 1 by a happy people, 
are heard nt a much greater distance iliau 
the hurrah s of a conquering arrnv : ,T and 
the voices of the edmmfed, dvffized, and 
protected people of British India, may, in 
future times, resound u> the praise of that 
nation * who, to its eternal honour, let. it he 
said T refttetl not after (fie triumphs of con¬ 
quest, until it had introduced and che- 
ridied among the conquered* that know- 
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ledge of ilii 1 useful nrt% die valuable sd- 
enee% and the pme ami devilled Ihith* 
which dignity anil riintinguisti its own 
liberal and enlightened institutions, 

fe 
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